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Teachers aren’t responsible
for failures in schools
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e foundation of a child’s edu-
cation begins at home, If the
. parents or guardians of a child
are illiterate and incapable of incul-
cating the ethics and desire to have
fzood educa:llalndand only live under
e 0 0 not care” or “I am
not bothered”, the child or children
undertheircarewillﬁnditverydiﬂi-
cult to rise to thht:oecasion of required
at which they should per-

fcu";lnte in their ec!umtit;r{;.!|r =
principle of parents or guard-
lans not caring about the education of

unqgualified teachers to do the teach-
ing. The teachers are, therefore, inca-
pable of producing passable students
in examinations.

Over the years, we have noticed
that the children of the parents who
care about their children’s education
perform better. On the other hand,
children who come from poor back-
ground or homes that are themselves
ignorant of the values of education
have always performed extremely
badly and failed examinations. How-
ever, this should not be blamed on
their teacher. It is, therefore, unjusti-
fied to demote or sack teachers sim-
ply because their students performed
poorly in the examinations,

Teachers who teach in poorly fa-
cilitated schools are incapacitated in
producing the best pupils or students.
Therefore, many times any criticism
levelled against such teachers is un-
founded. Faced with such criticisms,
some teachers are tempted and
sometimes are forced to show bet-
ter results or else have their services
terminated.

Dilemma. Faced with such
criticisms, some teachers are
forced to show better results
or else have their services
terminated. They do this by
lowering their own standards
in schools, cheating,
exaggerating and falsifying
results,

They do this by lowering their own
standards in schools, cheating, exag-
gerating or falsifying results and per-
formance of their results. The media
has published such tendencies and
revealed the tricks such schools use
to pretend that they are performing
well.

It was reported in one school that
teachers themselves answered then
distributed and instructed pupils
to paraphrase and adopt answers
as their own in order for school to

produce excellent results. A recent
research reveals what happened to
those pupils when they were adqnt-
ted to higher institutions of learning.
It found that they invariably ;_:erform
poorly and become dropouts in those
schools. e

In our opinion, however, it is wrong
to accuse lecturers and teachers of in-
competence. An example from a uni-
versity in the United I(mgdom will
suffice. Students were obliged to do
one subject outside their preferred
course in order to be awarded a de-

B nts did not

cent of the stu-
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They could not pass t}}e final exami

i i s in that subject.
%‘1“3;}5 Jgﬁogigﬁ one failed. The
university authorities were unha];‘ p;;

ith the number of failures in tha
mb ect which showed that only one
- jc}idzlte had passed in the course.
cszhen they complained, the univer-
sity authorities confronted the ‘lect-‘
turer to explain why t!'lerg was suc
a high rate of failure in his subject.
He defended himself that they did not
attend his classes and, therefore, his
marking ected.

The ur:ifrgrsity authorities sought
an opinion of an external examiner
wishing to have the lecturer disci-
plined. The external examiner vigor-
ously defended the accuracy of the
Jecturer’s professional marking and
remarked that he was only surprised
about the student who passed.

This country should be concerned
with facilitating schools and teachers
for better, meaningful education and
achievement.




