| aguosed the baby with biliary atresia,
_ “We got in touch with a friend who al-
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yearsand he has always openlyhinted at |
having his children and wives return to
GULU. A group of former Lord’s Re- = livein his home community.
sistance Army (LRA) abductees who re- “Many of us women and children who

cently denounced rebellion and defect-
ed from the Central African Republic
(CAR) jungles, have revealed a growing
wish by the LRA leader Joseph Kony to
have his children raised in a civilised en-
vironment.

Kony, whose LRA group is reportedly

belong to him (Kony).and a few other ac-
tive commanders are encouraged to sur-
render once an opportunity strikes,”one
of the wives of DRC origin stated by tele-
phone.

In early April, the CAR gov-
ernment convened a strate-

growing thinner and weaker,according  gicmeeting that brought to- At the time, a total of 22
to sources, has in the past four years of- = gether the Ugandan and returnees, including nine
feredtoreleasghisﬁmilymembem,who . the DRC delegations and women and 13 children
amnlllostlychﬂdremsothatﬂxeycanm- parmuglrsnto plafn tlf:)t tghe LRA FIGHTERS, glflggggcélle;sh Ugandan,
turnhome. repatriation of the for- A u an origin,
Last Thursday, two former abductee merrebelsandﬂmrﬁmn— ABDUCTEES WHO had been registered at In-
women, also Kony’s wives, spoke to the = lymembers. DEFECTED visible Children’s head-

Daily Monitor from a recuperation cen- The meeting, according to :
tre established by Actions for Rural De- | sources,sought to strengthen co- rh
velopment (APRu), a DR Congo-based onimauonotthe demobilisation pro-

non-government organisation specialis-
ing in community reintegration and psy-
chosocial support for victims of armed
conflict. . (UPDF’s) Maj Gen Richard Otto (head of
According to them;Kony’s passlunin nission) andMr James Mutabazi,prin- |

present in the region, and was attend-
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LRA leader Kony wants his children to live a normal life- former abductees

active rebellion has dwindled over the - | national aged 33, plus one of Kony's chil-
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herbellg'he explains.

Accordmgtoastudyreportbylei—

cq_)a! assistant secretary at the Defence

It also focused on the situation of
ex-combatants and those associated
with the LRA, located particularly in the
ma and Obo,as well as in South Sudan.

The meeting examined the hurdles
that the repatriation exercise now faces,

al challenges hindering repa-
triation.

quartetsmBangm.

Another returnee woman, also
afamilymembuofxongwhomquat
ed not to be named, explained,“Food is

. abig problem, and mostly we survive on

ed by Uganda People’s Defence Forces’ 5

vegetables and wild fruits, especially in
that pocket between CAR and Sudan,be-
~‘cause welived there for some time and

including logistical and operation-

1y, you can perform a bypass proce-
dure, but unfortunately; in the case of
Meghan, this problem was undiag- |

' wild animals are scarce”

According to her, difficulty in securing

financial, medical, food and other mate-

rial support to sustain the rebellion has
made the group weaker,and women and
children are mostimpacted.

The two women and their children are

part of the 15 former LRA abductees and
fighters who defected from the group in
the Darfur region in January 2026.
. This publication established that,upon
their repatriation to CAR’s capital Ban-
gui, they were transferred to Kinshasa by
the International Committee of the Red
Cross.

Last week, the group was reportedly
moved through Isiro Town in Haut-Uélé
province to Faradje, where they were

- uals werereceived and escorted toUgan-
' and Security (CDIS),Maj Gen Otto.

. 10in 2003 from Amuria District, while
| Aniyessi was abducted in 2006 aged 13
* in South Sudan, and she will be facilitat-

" ed to travel to her home in South Sudan
- indue course,Col Magezi stated.

_ itano, the APRu regional coordinator

handed to Actions for Rural Develop-

ment (APRu).
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Two of the 15 returnees, also wives of

Joseph Kony, were received at the UPDF -

Airbase in Entebbe.

The two are identified as Grace Ikol, a
Ugandan aged 33, and her two children
(Maria Ayuma, 8, and Bosco Oryema,2),

' LRA war.It is our prayer that the four af:

' *and Aniyessi Teregina,a South Sudanese
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India, such as accommodation, feeding
and travelling,came to about Shs40 mil-
lion.

|

drenaged 2.

In a statement, Col Chris Magezi, the
acting director for public information at
Ministry of Defence, said the five individ-

da by the Chief of Defence Intelligence
Tkol is said to have been abducted aged

from Yambio, Western Equatorial State

In an interview, Mr Jean-Claude Mal-

DRC, commended the repatriation suc-
cess.
"memtumofthmeﬁ)rmercapﬁvsis
stability in the countries affected by the
fected countries increase their support

towards this humanitarian effort,” Mr
Malitano said.
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