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Russia accuses US of goading Kim Jong-un. Russian Forelgn minister Sergel Laviov has ac-
cusad the LIS of enaking ta pravake North Korea Into stepping up its m ielear missile rogramme He rejected

call i ﬂaﬁﬂvilch!n‘;t balllstle
missile test. Russia argues sanctions do not work and advocates neqotiations instead, The US has wamed
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Misery. Despalr and stigma
experienced by people living
with HIV makes them easy
targets for a range of supposed
miracle workers, including
internet scams, in deeply
religious Nigeria.

BY AFP

ABUJA. Blessing wanted to
believe the advert on Facb-
book that promised “a cure for
AIDS",

Infected with the humanim-
munodeficiency virus (HIV),
she felt the advert was her
only hope - so against her bet-
ter judgement, she clicked on
the link. g

The 30-year-old Nigerian
had created a fake profile on
the social networking site in
the hope of contacting a tra-
ditional healer who would be
familiar with modern technol-
0gY.

For 100,000 naira -- about
$280 and more than five times
the monthly minimum wage
-- she was promised a plant-
based potion that would com-
pletely eradicate the disease.

Sceptical, Blessing asked for
more time and a face-to-face
meeting. Instead, her would-be
benefactor asked for her bank
account details. That was sev-
eral months ago.

“Hetalked only about money,
so I gave up,” said Blessing,
whose name has been changed
atherrequest. “ButIwas ready
totry”

“There are so many people
giving positive testimonies
about the drug,” she told AFP
in a soft voice.

Since then, with the distri-
bution in Nigeria of free an-
tiretroviral treatments that
repress the virus - but do not
eliminate it -- Blessing has
been able to finish her studies
in sociology in Abuja.

She said she now feels more
comfortable with her HIV-
positive status, but while she
hasafew business projects, the
hardest thing has been finding

‘aboyfriend.

“T was desperate. Any rela-

tionship I wanted to be in was

‘Miracle cure’ for HIV/Aids

Warning. A man passesa signboard in Lagos, Nigerfa, warning residents that the threat of HIV/Aids is

real. PHOTO BY AFP

difficult. I know I have to live
with the virus,” she said.
Despair and stigma expe-
rienced by people living with
HIV make them easy targets
for a range of supposed mir-
acle workers, including inter-
net scams, in deeply religious
Nigeria.
Notamonthgoes by without
a Christian pastor announc-
ing that a follower has been

According to UNAIDS,
prevalence of HIV among
adults in Nigeria was 2.9

per cent in 2016, which is
relatively low compared to
countries such as South Africa
(189percént). .

But the actual number of
people living with the condition
— 3.2 million — is among the
highest in the continent.
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“saved”.

In Lagos, the commercial
capital of more than 20 mil-
lion people, vast and impos-
ing evangelical churches have
become a magnet for the sick
from across Africa.

Among the most well-known
faith healers is TB Joshua, who
runs the Synagogue Church of
All Nations, and whose popu-

larity has earned him a multi-

million-dollar fortune.

He prides himself in his
claims of having cured people
of Aids and even in bringing
the dead back to life.

His website is full of testimo-
niesabout his apparent powers
of prophecy.

One on his TB Joshua Min-
istries page on Facebook is
titled: “Aids kicked out with

- prayer.”

“Mr Ubon Augustine is a liv-
ing testimony that no disease
can escape the healing power
of Jesus Christ,” it reads. “He

briefly
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was healed of HIV/Aids through
aprayer... Thank You Jesus!”

Others also claim to have
found the scientific cure for
HIV, publishing research in ob-
scure journals.

One such assertion, from a
professor at an agricultural
university in the southeastern
state of Abia, garnered signifi-
cant coverage in the Nigerian
news media earlier this year.

Maduike Ezeibe claimed that
after 25 years of research, he
had successfully tested a drug
he had developed on patients.

“Nigeria is thus (the) first
country to get 10 people (to)
recover from HIV/Aids,” he
was quoted as saying by Nige-
ria’s Guardian newspaper in
March.

Nigeria’s health agencies

business flourishes in Nigeria

condemn such claims on the
grounds of the “absence of
sound scientific evidence” as
woll as the dramatic effects
on patients if they stop taking
conventional treatment.

HIV levels can fall to below
detoctable levels with the help
ofadaily pill, but rebound when
the treatment is stopped.

The viruses swiftly repro-
duces to attack immune cells,
axposing the body to opportu-
nistic disease and worsening
the risk of infecting others.

“If someone thinks he is
cured of the virus when on the
contrary he still has the virus,
the risk of transmission will be
higher,” said Daniel Ndukwe
of the National Agency for the
Control of Aids (NACA).

“We have had people claim
they were cured of HIV by mir-
acle healing, and we have also
heard of those who later had
a deterioration of their health
afterward,” he said.

No formal study has beenun-
dertaken in Nigeria to explore
the phenomenon but there is
no doubt that many have seen
a market for apparent miracle ,
cures.

(&) CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

