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What happened torelocation plan 

. Aman helps carrythelrluggage on the g mudslides that. 
a 

Y ISAAC MUFUMEA & FRED WAMBEDC 
sty ot o 

THE PROMISE: 

On June 29, 2010, President Musev- 
eni directed that all people Living in 

h risk areas along the slopes of 
Mt Elgon, especially the mudslide 
prone Bududa District, be uncondi- 

tionally relocated to other parts of 
the counry. 

issued through 
ster and Secre- 

tary General of the ruling NRM, Mr Amama Mbabazi. 
‘The directive came after landslides 

occurred on June 25 2010 and buried twovillages in Buluchel 
in Bududa District, claiming the lives of an unspecified number of peaple. 
Whereas government put the num- ber of the dead at 18, locals said the 

Rumber ‘was well above 100. The rationale behind Mr Museveni's 
directive wasto avert arecurrence of what was fast Proving to be an an- nual, albeit fata] occurrence, raining destruction and death. 

1 estimated that more thay 
Ppeople have lost lives in \h’;‘fg‘: since March 2010 when landslides 

occurred in Nametsi vllage, killing 
an estimated 350 peopleand displac- 
ing thousands of others. 
Some of the high-risk areas were 
named as Bumwalukani, Bunanyuma, 

Shalo, Buwali, Nametsi, Mabono, 
Bushiyi hills inBududaand Kato, Bu* 
t0to, Buwabwala, Bumbo, Tsekululu 
and Sono hills in Manafwa District. 

Others are Masaba, Bufupa, Bumas- 
ifwa, Bumasobo, Zesui and Bukyabo 
hills, in the entire upper Bulambuli 
where soils are said to be very highly 
shifty. 
In ordering the relocating of people 

Living in the high risk areas, Mr Mu- 
Seveni suggested that government 
‘would construct urban settlements 
vithin which the people, who would 
have been relocated, would be re- 
settled. 
‘The Office of the Prime Minister 

(OPM)subsequently formed aninter- 
‘ministerial committee comprised of 
the ministriesof Works and Housing, 
Local Government, Internal Affairs 
and Trade and Industry, 
However, the committee did not 

make much progress in the period 
between its formation and the mid- 
dle of 2012. 
As a result, more mudslides oc- 

wakhakha Road 

curred in 201 and killed 28 people in Bulambuli District and again in 
Bududa Districtin June 2012, 
Probably jolted by the death of about 20 people,the committee then announced thatit had finalised plans torelocate these people to avert fur- ther disasters and also to preserve the mountain, which i essential for tourism and preservation of the eco- system, but nothing ever happened. 
Landslides have continued  occur, 

In August 2013, another 24 lives were 
lostin Bududaand smaller mudslides 
have continued to occur alongside 
the big ones. Though most of these 
never make to the newspaper pages 
and elevision screens, they too have 
been equall lethal. 
As e inched towards the end of 

last month, disaster struck again. 
Mudslides occurred in Bufupa par- 
ishin Masaba Sub-county in Sironko 
District, killing at least nine people, 
but that oo seems not to have olted 
the concerned authorities into doing. 
much to implement Mr Museven's 
directive toevacuate peoplelivingin 
high risk areas on the slopes on the 
‘mountain, 
Every time disaster has struck, it 

seems to catch government, espe- 

cially officals from the OPM and the 
Ministry of Disaster Preparedness, 
unawares. . 
Responses, be it in terms of im- 

proving infrastructure to allow for 
delivery of relef items, the process 
of delivery of items and manage- 
ment of post disaster situations in 
thedisasterareas hasalways proved 
wanting, 
Last week, delivery of relie items 

was delayed due to ains that washed 
away roads and made them impas- 
sible. i 
The road to the disaster area is 

part of the 44.5km Mbale-Bubulo- 
Lwakhakha road, which President 
Museveni and the ruling NRM have 
beenpromisingto ixsince 1986 when 
they shot their way into power. 
‘Though the Uganda National Roads 

Authority (UNRA) and officials of a 
Chinese firm, China State Construc- 
tion Engincering Corporation, signed 
a contract on September 26, 2016 to 
‘have the road upgraded from gravel 
totarmac, workhas never begun due 
to alleged UNRA's failure to pay out 
compensation to Project Affected 
Persons, 

It i difficult to establish exactly 
why Mr Museven’’s directive has 

of ppple from landslide areas? 

Inthe arealate last month. prorosY freo wAVEEE 

never been implemented and wp, 
people in the area continue to hany, 
in there despite the obvious danger 
towhich they are exposed whenevey 
the ains come. 
It is true that government's moye 

to renege on an earlier promise 1 
avail each of the households that hag 
been relocated 2.5 acres of arable 
land contributed to the reluctance 
of more of their counterparts to e 
brace the relocation, but develop. 
‘mentssince 2010 would suggest thay 
political shenanigans and perenni] 
Tack of funds on the part of govern. 
‘ment have continued to underming 
theplan. 
Investigations carried out by Daily 

‘Monitor in 2013 revealed that some 
politicians, including elected lead- 
ers, had been campaigning against 
the plan to relocate people to other 
areas for fear that it would result in 
a transfer of either their supporters 
or mobilisers, which would end their 
political careers. 
‘The handwork of the politicians has 
‘manifested itself in various ways, 
some seemingly genuine concerns. 
For example, sections of those who 

had been lined up for relocation to 
Kiryandongo Distgiet-deekined-to-: 
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| W In Bugisu sub-region. 
| 0 e same time, the rosource enve 
| e did not seem to be alloving for 

ernmont to follow it through. 
or example, out of the initinl Shish 

fat had beon budgeted for the relo 
+ Mlan exerelse, government had hy Alast 2013 ailocated only Shezh, 

move people from Rududa to Kiry. mudslidesoceur  shamefulthat  many frash has faflad 
| Nidongo, where they were initially they not only qovsmment eracks thay raloeate p 

eant to have been resettled and to result In death, continuausly have devatoped. 1o safer armas 
| "lfl, help put in place infrastructure but also leave dalayad the ks arn for smran poars 
| fiehas schools somanypeopls  ralocation of ielbla In Bushlyl,  naw, They kssp 
#hecording to Ms Rose Nakabugo, an traumatisadand  proplatasafer  Mametsl and P Ing politi=al 

| {ficinl attached to the disaster pre- oph e o 
I '1‘4','“.|.|\-<s Wesk: in the OPM, bostdos opele: i ";TL", i 

emove to Kirvandongo, government saylngsabacause  has continued Tha solsin thoss 

aintended to resettieanother 5000 Iknowaboutlt  tosxposathem  arsasars still 

fimilles in the Tower Iying areas o all.|amonaof the  to danger and maving and mors 

isusub-raglon, fowmudalides  Inthepr 
"o that end, late in 2013 government survivorshore,  caused loss of 
ecured 2,828 acres of land in Bunam- Government Thvos. Why doss 
futye Sub-county in Bulambuli District tosposdup Itssemtohws  arasittingon 
withaview of allocating each familyal tlemert  suddenly become  the time Bomb 
Jeast 2.5 acres of Iand on which to re- 
cettle. but like the Kirvandongo move | fefore it that move has never really 

planinordorto  Impotent?|think  yst roside 
savopeoplofrom  Itshouldpayvery  have stubbornly 

ounted to much. allthattorture”  heavllyforthe  rofusad to 
y e lossof lvesand  rolocata to safor 

SEOMOLUOSLDES'  property.’ armas 
IMPACT SURVOR. IEIMBENOEUISIBN  JOUNNAMBESHE, 
Failure to implement the planned OSTRCTCOUNCILORTO  WEMBEROFPRLIAMENT  yson it 
cacuation exercises have meant that 3 y 3 SROMOLCVCOUNGIL  FORMANTACOUNTY, cyumuinzuoDi 

continue to belost as someof the o BUDUOADSTRICT. 
ople in the high risk areas simply ~ Stuck. Atruck P e DIy ek ruckstuckon Masab-Sironko Roadafera rocent downpour: 
sesides, cynicism seems tobeonthe e around the Elgon sub-region, as £tire seetions of the populace have 

&lther developed serious doubts in sovemment’sability toguideand pro: £t the populace and even come good its promises. That is best captured 
$\the comments of the LGV Chairman 
 pududa District, Mr Wilson Watila, “The government has always said ey have identified places within the 

S untry, bit relocating the peoplehas Gaken ages and there has been litle Srogress.” hesays. 

of 

th. It is estimated that more 

Bee1,000 people have lost 
gh risk areas along the 

Elgon, especially 
s prone Bududa 

[ oFFiciaL EXPLANATION 
e Miister for Disaster Preparedress, 
Mr Musa Ecwery, who was in Bududa 

Distic to oversee eliefcperatins, s2d 
govemments stlintent on evacuating 
peopl from mudsides prone areas. He 
52101605 familiesare t isk and must be 

jvesinhia 
es of M 

es occurred in Nametsi 
killing 2n estimated 350 

P 2nd displacing thousands relocated to avoid a repeat of disasters such 
- Death scene. Residents at one of thesites where landslides occurred,leaving houses, livestock and crops: 2shad occured at the time. 
o destroyed. porosy rmeowauecce “The minister, who was speaking at Bufupa 

Primary School where he addressed members 
of familesofthose who hed perished during 
thelate August mudsiides, however,seemed 

" : : tosuggest that govemment has hada change 
udshdgslhbvebeenn;‘cumngl_nih! | beenreadyto deal with disasters whenever | taols such as the hand hoe, which cannat do of mind on implementing relocations such as 
Mount Elgon area and indeed in other | - and wherever they occu. Interventions erenat | much. This scenari contradicts the notion of e e esrrerle] rerad 

muu"g?)mwsPE::‘I’:‘;*}.:W"WMMP!‘ | awaysknee jerkin neture and nadequate. | preperedness. elocated toKiyandongo Distict 
than 50 years n 1. NOWENE, SUIPIiSing | - Relef items are never readily available or | Government needs to constitute a crisis P 
m-\gw!’:fl";:‘:‘nsg:;fi;'zfmflmmflsl adequate 2nd there are often no earth moving | management comittee, which envisages sl‘f;“’;fl";;f;;;"gmm‘;‘;m 
when it o 9 : equipment tohep with ecovery operations. | differen disastr case scenarios and makes o o e 

Asthe most recent mudslides shoed. | edequate preparations n temns of management Eilousihe == 
peopl e afen o esort orimentny | andesurcelcaton 

Despite having put n place 2 ministry for 
Jaeter preparedness, government has never | 
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