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R has recruited at
Jleast 27,000 foreign na-
: monethan
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: military
ithout resorting to another highly un-

E ‘pépular mobilisation’”the re-
port states. - netSecretary and Foreign
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andamsnedmememely
combat
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In March, Kenya's Prime Cabinet Sec-

; retary Musalia Mudavadi visited Mos-

cow to discuss the recruitment of Ken-
yans. Officials in Moscow, he said, had

- agreed tostop deploying Kenyanstothe
. Sergey Lavrov also said that those with
. active contracts will have to serve them
in full. Weeks later, however, more Ken-
: . yans died on the battlefield, suggesting
i theyhadbemdeployeddupnekuman

promises tostop.

Speaking in Parliament, Prime Cabi-
ign Affairs CS Mu-
salia Mudavadi admitted that the Ken-
yan government has limited capacity

- to fully account for or assist Kenyans re-

cruited into the Russian military amid

Mr Mudavadi said many of those in-

KENYAN RECRUITS -

The Ruto administration esti-
mates that about 252 to 291Ke-
nyans have been recruited into
Russia’s Special Military Opera-
tions. Of these, 19 are reported
dead, 42 are injured or hospita-
lised, 44 have returned home,
while others remain active in the
conflict zones.

Russian soldiers ride on top of an armoured vehicle in Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia region. Some Kenyans have been recruit-
~ ed to fight for Russia in Ukraine. PHOTO/REUTERS
- ment from Africa has become a major
. pillar of Moscow’s strategy since 2024.

volved enlisted voluntarily through un-

official channels, making tracing and

intervention difficult. “The government
is unable to confirm the number of Ken-
yans recruited into Russian military op-
erations,”he said.

The government estimates that about

252 to 291 Kenyans have been recruit-
ed into Russia’s Special Military Opera-

tions. Of these, 19 are reported dead, 42

- are injured or hospitalised, 44 have re-
. turned home, while others remain ac-

tive in the conflict zones.
Last October, Kenyan police rescued

dozens of Kenyans in a house on the |
outskirts of Nairobi. Security agencies
believed the men were preparing to

travel to Russia. A Russian national ini-
tially arrested with the group was later
deported,although the Russian Embas-
sy claimed he had been freed to leave
on his own.

Researchers say several recruits signed
military contracts written entirely in
Russian despite not understanding the
language. “Contracts were presented in
Russian toindividuals who did not read
orunderstand the language, often with-
out any explanation and in circum-
stances that made refusal impossible,”
thereportsays.

Once deployed, several foreign fight-
ers reportedly ended up in high-risk

“meat assaults”, which are large-scale

frontal attacks associated with heavy
casualties.

Kenya still caught up in Russias
expanding menary drlve T

According to Ukrainian estimates cit-
edmthempon,atlwsts,sssfomm
fighters have been killed in combat
since 2022.

The findings also highlight Russia’s

- growing dependence on private mili-

tary companies (PMCs) to} maintain !n-

deployments. % ‘s

A separate geopolitical analysis titled
Russia: Private Military Machine says
Moscow increasingly uses PMCs to pro-

| ject power in Africa and the Middle East

without relying solely on the Russian ar-
my.

“Russia uses private military compa-
nies to do what its actual military can’t
—or shouldn’t,"the report states.

The analysis says Russia’s model dif-
fers sharply from Soviet-era military
assistance because many operations
are designed to partially finance them-
selves through commercial deals involv-
ing mining rights, fuel distribution, and
access to natural resources.

“Instead of getting paid in cash, Mos-
cow cuts deals for mining concessions,
fuel distribution rights, and access to
commodities — gold in particular;"the
report says.

Despite mounting criticism, analysts
say Russia continues to attract partners
across Africa because it offers military
support without the political conditions

| often attached to Western assistance.
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Railway staffwork at the site
yesterday. PHOTO/REUTERS

At least 24 killed in
train blast claimed
by militants
Abomb blast yesterday hit
ashuttle train carrying Paki-

The explosion killed at least 24
people and injured around 70,
according to three provincial
government and security of-
ficials, who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity BLA,in a
statement,said it carried out
theattack.
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