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Anelderly woman lies
In the middle of the
road In protestasa
orader digs through her
plantation during the
opening of access roads
at Kikaramoja Village
in Jinja District last
Friday. Residents turned
rowdy and stoned
deployed police officers
as they protested the

excavation saying they
had not been informed

of the development.
PHOTOBY DENIS EDEMA

Kibuku women cry out as
men shun antenatal visits

briefly

Locals protest over road

NAMUTUMBA: Residents of Kisiro
Village in Bulange Sub-county last
Friday demonstrated against the
poor state of Kisiro-Bulange road. Mr
Waiwsa Kalange, who led the dem-
onstration, said the road had become
impassible and that residents had

Concern. They shun their responsibility
of providing comfort to expectant mothers
which in the end strains health workers.

BY MUDANGHA KOLYANGHA
editorial @ug.nationmedia.com

KIBUKU. Much as it is a policy by
the Ministry of Health for men to
accompany their pregnant wives
for antenatal care, many expectant
mothers continue to visit health
facilities alone as a result of their
husbands’ lack of commitment.

In many health facilities, preg-
nant women who turn up alone have
been pushed behind the queues, giv-
ing priority to couples as a way of
encouraging them to convince their
husbands to join them in the next
visit.

«. “For:Ms Annet Namakoye, -the
‘hushand hrasmever.appearedat.the

health facility throughout the four

pregnancies the 21-year-old has car-
ried.

Ms Namakoye says it is always by
luck to be examined without a hus-
band. -

:The eight-months expectant
mother says it is always painful not

to appear at the facility without the

husband.

<+ “The health workers abuse us

when we come without our hus-
bands. They shout at us yet we also
try our level best to come with them
but they refuse,” she says.

Worrying situation

The officer-in-charge of Kibuku
Health Centre IV, Mr William Sango
Mpulumba, says the number of
men accompanying their wives to
the facility is worrying since the
couple misses the chance of being

counselled and guided on pregnancy -

care.. .. .

“Itisa ﬁfeébnditioﬁ thatawoman
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A community

University school
of Public health
from the Future
Health System
study indicates
that the nonpar-

" ticipation of men

Inantenatal care
has contributed

to low perform-
ance in provision
of health services
In Kibuku District.
The report is a par-
ticipatory tool used
by researchers to

reports for antenatal care with her
husband. However, it is very disap-
pointing that out of 10 women who
turn up here, only two are accom-
panied by their men,” he says.

Mr Mpulumba explains that the
reason men must accompany their
wives for antenatal care is to have
joint screening for HIV/Aids, Hepa-
titis B and other sexually transmit-
ted infections so as to guide them
on how to have a baby free of these
infections.

“The biggest challenge is that
men continue to shun their re-
sponsibility of providing comfort
to their pregnant wives,” he adds.

According to Ms Elizabeth
Ekirapa Kiracho, a senior lecturer
at Makerere University, it is impor-
tant to carry out thorough sensiti-
sation of the couples to visit health

CONTINUES TO PAGE 10

earlier requested their MP and district
authorities to rehabilitate it in vain.
However, the district chairperson, Mr
Saleh Kumbuga, distanced himself,
saying it is Uganda National Roads
Authority’s responsibility to rehabilitate
the road and not the district.

[Ronald Seebe]

Boda knocks child dead

BUYENDE: A boda boda cyclist in
Buyende District reportedly knocked
dead a six-year-old child. Bukungu
police investigations head Francis
Opio said Rihana Wanyama was
fatally knocked on Sunday as she
rushed home from a party in the
neighbourhood. “We have authorised
burial as we hunt for the rider,” Mr
Opio said, blaming parents for not
- monitoring their children, saying the. .-
deceased had spent more time at the..
party alone. [Sam Opio Caleb]
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Men leave their expectant

wives tostruggle alone

“The health
workers ahusa ys
when we come
without our
hushands, They
shout at us yet we
also try our Jevel
best to come with
them but they
refuse,”

EXPECTANT MOTHER

“The Community
members, seryica
Providers and lca)
government shoyl
work together to
generate solutjons
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habies,

“The community members,
service providers and local gov-
ernment should work together to
generate solutions to thig c}}al-
lenge. The lack of participation
by men is affecting our efforts
for maternal ney born health
Management bhecayse men are
Supposed to play a keyrole,” she
5ays.

Ms Kiracho Says men have 3
big role to play in the manage-
ment of Pregnancy right from
conception to chilq birth becayse
mothers go through a Jot of chal-

lenges that they Sometimes cqn-
1ot handle alope,

Strained midwivas
. The health fgcﬂi_ties are lack-

on the numper of motherg that

tothis challenge, flock the healtp facilities i rura]
The lack of areas.
Participation by Mpulumbg Says sometimeg
men s affecting the few Mmidwiyeg deployed gre
our efforts for Strained b h b
Maternal ney din gmbers as o |
bom gl are needeq ip the laboyr room
Management at the same time whep they are
ECause men are Supposed to handle those on ap,
Siipposed to play enatal care, .
€y role” € alsp Says the rurg) health
ELIZABETY EKIRAPY facilitieg lack enough labouy
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MAKERERE UNIVERSITY eadds that M most cases, the
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ir h es it difficy) t
andle, Life
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