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CBC: Lessons
for the second
A-Level cohort

A-Level. Having spent four years under the new system,
the learners are expected to continue with a similarly
Aligned A-Level curriculum with the same components.

CURRICULUM

BY SYLIVIAKATUSHABE

thinking, problem solving, research
and Continuous Assessment.

Having spent four years under
the new system, the learners are ex-
pected to continue with a similar-
ly Aligned A-Level curriculum with
the same components.

In November, 2024, the gov-

s Uganda’s shift to compe-
tence -based education con-

tinues to take shape,Educa- ernment carried out a review of

tionistssay the gainsand chal-  all A-Level subjects to create an
lenges experienced at Lower Sec-  abridged curriculum for thefirst co-
ondary Competence Based Curric-  hort of senior four candidates that
ulumshould nowinformtheimple- were then joining senior five un-
mentation of Aligned A-Level cur-  der the Competence - Based curric-
riculum. ulum.

The students joining Senior Five
in March are the second cohort to
sit the Uganda Certificate of Educa-
tion (UCE) exams under the Com-
petence - Based Curriculum (CBC)
introduced by National Curricu-
lum Development Center (NCDC)
in 2020. The programme is intend-
ed to equip learners with practi-
cal skills relevant to the 21st Cen-
tury through a learner-centred ap-
proach that emphasises critical

The revised syllabus changed

a knowledge and objective based
approach to an integrated and
learner centered competence
based approach. Some content
across all the 29 subjects has
been rationalised, integrated and
merged with overlaps and similar
skills dropping topics that had been
studied at Lower secondary or are
no longer critical and relevant for

the method of instruction from .

the corrent learmning,.

Project and project based learning
was also introduced in the revised
Aligned A'Level curriculum to pro-
mote active and experiential leamn-
ing and enhance creativity and in-
novation among learners. Accord-
ing to NCDC guidelines, Learners
are required to identify real world
problems,carry out scientificinves-
tigation to find practical solutions
or products and write scientific re-
ports,

The learners are also encouraged
to select projects that are relevant,
engaging and aligned with differ-
ent topics in the syllabus, Howev-
er,several teachers noted that un-
like for the lower secondary where
extensive orientation and phased
support were provided, many
A-Level teachers have received lim-
ited training on the new'curricu-
Tum.

Follow ups

“At O-Level, there were multiple
training, follow-ups and materials
to guide teachers where given out
on time, at A-Level, many teachers
are still relying on traditional meth-
ods because they lack adequate
orientation,”Ms Oliver Tushabe a
teacher,at a government secondary
school in western Uganda.

She noted that continuous teach-

' er training, regular capacity build-

ing is still needed to gradually
adapttothe A-level curriculum.

“Teacher preparation made a
big difference at lower secondary
where teachers were trained and
supported making implementa-
tion smoother. The same level in-
vestment is needed at A-Level,”Ms
Tushabe said.

She added that timely provision
of teaching materials is another
critical factor,noting that delays in

the distribution of textboolks and

learning materials have slowed

down the implementation in many
schools. Mr Gerald Wambi, the di-
rector of studies at Musese Second-
ary School in Mbale district said
that the alignment of A-Level Cur-
riculum with the new lower sec-
ondary is already benefiting learn-
ers.

“The learners are benefiting be-
cause they moved from O-Level
with that curriculum ancd are con-
tinuing with it. At first we were wor-
ried they would study the new cur-
riculum and the shift to the old
one at A-Level but the government
aligned the system,”Mr Wambi said.

However, he noted that instruc-
tion materials remain a major chal-
lenge as teachers are still using the
old textbooks.

“Not all the subjects have text-
books, so there is uncertainty in
teaching. For science subjects, the
Ministry has provided some equip-
ment but we still need more for
A-Level,”Mr Wambi said.

Mr Daniel Okot a Geography
teacher at a seed school in Kumni dis-
trict,said many schools have not re-
ceived the new textbooks for the
Aligned A-Level curriculum and
that schools are still using the old
ones. -

“What do you expect teachers to
use if there are no books? We are
using the old ones, yet some top-
ics have been removed and others
added but there is no information
on those particular topics that have
been added,"hesaid,

He further noted that teacher
training has been inconsistent, to
the extent that some educators
have never attended formal orien-
tation.Mr Abdul Nyakamatura, an-
other teacher at Gombe Secondary
school also noted that schools are

—

currently relying mainly on 14
buses as a guiding tool, while a;,
ing old materials to suit the ey,
tence based approach.

“The government has not ¢,
up with the texthonks 1o e ".,.,ﬂ'
are using a syllabus as 4 .'{lliflin'-
tool*Mr Myakamutiurm saiel. 5

He also called for recriitime,, |,
more teachers to improve g, 1 .
learner teacher ratin for easy ir:“
plementation of the reviged o,
el curriculum. i

“When you look at it, thejr rati,
is not corresponding. The f’-‘??rnu;:
are many and teachers are fon,, Ayl
classrnoms are congesterl. Se 4 the
end of the day,it requires eachy 1.
to have at least tbwo as the othe, Pl
is instructing and the other o, .-
supervising,"Nyakamatura s

The educationists are calling 7, _
national wide orientation r,,; ||
Adlevel teachers, recruitment or .,
ditional staff, Aligned A-leve] ¢y, ;.
ulum text books, well equipper 1
oratories and other learning m.s..
rials.

Dr Dennis Mugimba, the spaj...
person in the Ministry of Educati,
and Sports says teachers shoy),
read and implement the sy|),.
buses for each subject noting th.
printing of new textbooks is not J
quired. '

“The teachers can read and imp)..
ment the syllabuses for each sub;,
we have sent them. The prin:;
of textbooks will not be requir.,
Teachers are just advised to te
the topics listed in each subject -
ingold textbooks,”Dr Mugimba
Daily Monitorlast year. '

The ministry highlighted 1.,
there is continuous trainin:
teachers aimed at equipping te
ers with the knowledge and skij}s .
effectively interpret and deliver:;...
competency-based curriculum,

@ CamScanner




