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Agriculture land
management vita

heanticipated agricultural

revolition aimerl al ending

Iingot, creating wealth, ox
panding exports, ane modornising
agrieultire will not be possible i
155 the antire pulilic, especlally the
frimers and loeal leadors, approciate
the fimportance of sustatiahle fand
mandgement. Suceesshul farming
WL only be guaranieed fn ar oryi
ronment where people enpage in
aaronomic practices thal promote
zood eare of the soil aned water
sheds,

This fa at effort that will involye
extensior staff in the Ministry of
Agticulture, Animal Industry and
Flsheries, farmers, school teachers,
political and religions leaders, and
other players in the farming value
thains,

Sustainable land management is
so important (o ourcountry that it
deserves special emphasis i the ed
leation system by ensuring that ey
ery school has d garden where loart
ersare taight soil nourishment and
protection technologies, incliding
stiall scale frvigation, terrace mek.
ihg, erection of contour bunds, rain
waler Imrvml‘ng, agro-forestry, ma-
nhre application, and a whole range
of agronomic practices,

Sitice most of our farmers work on
small plots of Jand tsing the hand
hoe as the main tool, it will necessi-
late d new approach to the way they
ttse the soil and the selection of the
seeds they plant for the small seale
farmers to transform into markel
oriented and commercial farming.

Feeding d bigger population in the
coming years will require more food
production on the same land area,
without encroaching on forests and
wetlands,

We need forest cover and wet-
lands to mitigate climate change
effects, A recent report from the
International Institute for Environ-
ment and Development (IIED), dated
August 21 2017, has stated: “Forests
provide vital ecosystem services
that underpin sustainable food sup-
ply - from providing habitats for
species that support natural pest
control to reducing nutrient run-off
and protecting vital water supplies.
In the long term, forest loss could
negatively impact agricultural pro-
duction”, Yet mindless farming prac-
tices generate global warming gases
which aggravate climate change
challenges. Farmers and other agri-
cultural actors must be sensitive to
climate change mitigation, Agricul-
ttral extension workers will need to
be sufficiently empowered in order
to pass on the skills for successful
crop production despite the chang-
ing climate,
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