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The prayers, which were
meant to start at 2pm,
Were postponed, with
the Catholic Church yet
toissue a statement.

BY PHILIP WAFULA

hat was meant to be asolemn

aflernoon of prayer at Rubaga

Cathedral in the capital Kampa-

laturned into a storm of contro-
it

Ms Winnie Byaryima, the wife of jailed
Opposition politician Kizza Besigye, al-
leged that President Museveni ordered

e postponement of special prayers
that had been organised for her jailed
hushand at Rubaga Cathedrl,

Ms Byanyima claimed the prayers were
Stopped despite congregants already be-
Ing present for an earier Mass, deserib-
Ing the move as an attempt to su
“olidarity with her detained and ailing
Spouse,

e prayers, which were meant to start

\ were postponed, with the Catho-

"¢ Church yet to issue a statement. How-

“verwhen Ms Byanyima took to the dais,

She blamed President Museveni for the

1ast-minute cancellation of prayers for
°r hushand.

“1 was called on Sunday by Archbish-
9P (of Kampala Diocese), Paul Ssemoger:
©re, who told me that he [had) received
:‘nll from President Museveni, asking him

O cancel the Mass,"Ms Byanyima told a
;_“'_"l‘-ms:ntiun of mainly Opposition poli-

Qans and journalists yesterday:
h?ﬁmﬂing to the Order of Mass, Arch-

5hop Ssemogerere was supposed to be
the chief celebrant.

. She added: “I pleaded for the Mass
‘“_ Pbroceed partly because of tradition.
Ve were married here (in the Catholic

for Besigye during this Lent period.”

Per her account, President Museveni |
TeDortedly relented, but asked that the |
s be postponedto another dayciting

J?Essumtitgxﬂdbepoljﬁcal.

: then asked the congre-
Eation three times if there was anyone |

2mong them who was a priest,but no af:
ﬁ{“ﬂnwmwmeﬂw

S0,we are unableto have Mass because
“fthe presidential order However, let us

Pray quietly but this is the first time in |
™Y many years to see a Head of State or- |

dering that a citizen isn't prayed for” she -
52id before leading prayer, after which
“Ongregants exited the Church.

. Efforts to get a comment from the pres- |

'dential press secretary hit a brick wall
?m]hmnmgsmhhnmtmwn-
“Wered by press time. President Musev-
“Ni was, therefore, unable to defend him-
$lfon the allegations.

. Our attemnpts to cross-check Ms Byary-
;ma's claim with the spokesperson of
“mpala Diocese, Pr Joseph Mukiibi, did
Not bear fruit as he neither answered
g';r&mmrﬂmnmpeatedcansbyprm

Ms Byanyima said the prayers were
TMeant to “ease the pain of political pris- |

Oners, including her husband, and bring
them before the Lord".

Yet as congregants filed into the pews,
they were met with an eerie silence, with
the Catholic priests conspicuously ab-
sent from the altar It was only then that
the penny dropped; the Mass had been
the former Kamuli District chairperson,
Ms Proscovia Salaam Musumba, called
for calm, saying“a few things were being
figured out,"even when it became appar-

ntly dlear that the Mass was not goingto |

tzke place. '

thurch), and that is why came o pray |

THE CASE

DrKizza
Bosigye,
accompanied
by his long-
termally,

Mr Obeid
Lutale, was
on November
16,2024, - -
arrested

in Nairobi,
Kenya, where
he had gone
toattend the
launchofa
book by the

country’s
Opposition
politician, Ms
Martha Karua.
Four days
later, the pair
re-emerged

General Court :
Martialin

aKampala

. Citysuburb,
charged with
being found
with two
pistolsand -
ammunition,”
and seeking
tobuy -
weapons from
foreigners
inGeneva,
Athens,
and Kenya.
They denied
allcharges
and were
remanded to
Luzira Prison,
where they
have remained
for the past 15
months.
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How ‘call
ruined Besigye

ational

News

In attendance were the outgoing Kam-
pala Lord Mayor,Mr Erias Lukwago, Ken-
yan lawyer and Opposition politician
Martha Karua, former Buganda Katik-
kiro (premier) Mulwanyamuli Ssemoger-

. ere, the Leader of the Opposition in Par-
| liament (LoP), Mr Joel Sserryonyi, former
| LoP Philip Wafula Oguttu, National Uni-
|ty Platform (NUP) Secretary General Da-

vid Lewis Rubongoya and NUP's treasur-
er,Mr Benjamin Katana.

As congregants made their way out of
the cathedral, there was a police pres-
encein the church’s

| reinforcing the postponement of the
Mass,

Lukwago
| with President Museveni's purported
| terferenceintheleadershipoftheCatho- |
: lic Church, saying his alleged conduct, |
which he described as *abhorrable,*in- |

Mr Rubongoya described Mr Musev-

| enis alleged cancellation of the Mass as

*shameful,” adding: “Luckily, Ugandans

know the captivity our country is cur- i

rently in, but we shall overcorne”.
Mr

dissatisfactio 'nf

m i J

parking lot, further

vites condemnation from all Ugandans, |

Mr
legedly call the Archbishop to cancel the
Mass. -

“Ugandans should know that there- | |
gime is full of cowards,but I urge you | |

(citizens) to keep pushing for reforms,”

i and not just the People’s Front for Free- |
| dom (PFF) party to which Dr Besigye be-
i said Mr Museveni -fms- :
the Catholic Church thathe had to al- |

he said, describing as“shocking™that Mr
Museveni,who claims to have got 71 per- |

cent of the votes in the January 15 presi- |
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The NUP deputy president for western |

dential poll,is afraid of people attending
Mass.

Uganda, Ms Jolly Jacklyn Tukamusha-

shehad come to pray fora fellow prison- | |

erThe Chief Magistrate’s Court in Kabale
recently released her on bail after spend- |

ingnearlya month in detention over al- | |
' Jegedly inciting violence. i f
Ms Byanyima had earlier on rallied |

ment/Army (NRM/A) combatant, along ;
the five-year

with her husband during

i seveniinto power,said they fought tooth

. guerillawar that ushered President Mu-

and nail to bring womnen into political
decision-making and public space, but
such space has shrunk.

“If wormen want to have an independ-
ent voice or want to speak freely and
be critical, they are gagged lest they be
punished,"she said on NTV, a sister me-
dia company, adding that today, Ugan-
dans have lost much of what they gained

from above’
Mass

ATV screan at
Rubaga Cathe-
dral shows tha
postponemeant
of prayers for
Dr Kizza Besigys
yestarday. PHO-
TO/ABUBAKER
LUBOWA

when they were in an armed struggle
against the dictatorship.

Ma Iyarryima added: “The women who
participated in MRM/MRA war were
mostly peasant women, not even edi-
catedd, bt respectful girls, yoving women
from Luweern Triangle, whe were given
the opportunity to serve in both combat.
ant and norrcombat roles.

“Even in the NRC (the first parliarnent
after the war),you fonned there a woman
like Capt Zizinga who didn't have much
formal education, but was a member.

S, there was respect for wornen's rights,
empowerment of vismen, and bringing .

therninto grerernance.”

Ms Byarrgima said the prryers were
meant to draw everyone regardless of
their religions denominatien or pelitieal
party affiliation.

“If sy care abeut human rights and
ahaut these prisoners, come and pray
with us at Rubaga Cathedral Holy Mass
at 2pm,*she said, adding that the prayers
were for the alleged injustice against all
political prisomers.

Ms Byarryima, hovwerer, regretted that
lately, the language of the people with
perwer has reportedly degenerated into
insults, humniliation, and violence.

Basigye's health

Ms Byarryima described Dr Besigye’s
health as“being of serions concern to his
farniky friends and political network, sry-
ing she visited him twice last week and
he repartedly told her that he has devel
oped“an allergic reaction”.

“He is continuously coughing, and the
coughing saps his energy and he loses
his voice That iswiry heisunable to reet
some of his guests some of these days.
We are concerned about his health and
angry that he has been denied bail four
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