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tional News 
The prayers, which were 
Meant to start at 2pm, 
were postponed, with 

the Catholic Churchyet 
toissue a statement. 

BYPHILIP WAFULA 

hat was meant to be a solemn 
Nlernoon of prayer at Rubaga 

Cathedralin the capital Kampa- 
Iaturned intoastorm of contro- v 

MsWinnie Byanyima,the wife ofjailed 
Opposition politician Kizza Besigye, al- 
Itged that President Museveni ordered 
the postponement of special prayers 
that had been organised for her jailed 
husband at Rubaga Cathedrl. 
Ms Byanyima claimed the prayers were 

Slopped despite congregants already be- 
Ing present for an earlier Mass, describ- 

ing the move as an attempt to Suppress 
“lidarity with her detained and aling 
pouse. 

he prayers, which were meant tostart 
\ were postponed, with the Catho- 

¢ Church yet to issue a statement. How- 
ez when Ms Byanyima tooktothe dais, the blamed President Muscveni for the 
st minute cancellation of prayers for 
herhugband. 
“1 was called on Sunday by Archbish- 
P (of Kampala Diocese), Paul Ssemoger- 
€ who told methat he had]received a Gl from President Museven, asking him 
{0 cancel the Mass? Ms Byanyima told a 
ongregation of mainly Opposition poli- 
‘dans and journalists yesterday 

h;‘:‘m\iing 10 the Order of Mass, Arch- 
shop Ssemogerere was supposed to be Uechiefcelebrant, 
She added: °I pleaded for the Mass 

10 proceed partly because of tradition. 
We were married here (in the Catholic 
Shuxd\),andlhaliswhylmmuwym? ! 
or during this Lent period.” 
Per her account, President Museveni 
Dortedly relented, but asked that the | 

be postponed to another dayciting. 
153 thatit could be political 
Ms ima then asked the congre- 

Eation three times f there was anyone | 
them who was a priest,butnoaf- 

Emateanswereame 
Saweareunabletohave Mass because | 

©fthe presidential order However et us | 
Pray quietly, but this is the first time in 

‘Many years o see.a Head of State or- 
dering that a citizen isn't prayed for” she - 
2id before leading prayer, ater which 
“ngregants exited the Church. 
Effortsto get a comment from the pres- 

dential press secretary hit a brick wall 
callsand messages tohimwentunan- 
Swered by press time. President Musev- 
i was,therefore,unableto defend him- 
S attempts to cross-check Ms Byany- 
Ima's claim with the spokesperson of 
Kampala Diocese, Fr Joseph Mukibi, did 
Rot bear fruit as he neither answered 
e rtumed our epeated calls by press 

Ms Byanyima said the prayers were | 
Teant to°ease the pain of political pris- 
Nz, including her husband,and bring 
them before theLord. 

Vet s congregants iled into the pews, 
they were met with an eerie sllence,with 
the Catholic priests conspicuously ab- 
sent from the altar It was only then that | 
the penny dropped; the Mass had been | 

the former Ramuli District chairperson, 
Ms Proscovia Salaam Musumba, called 
for calm,saying"a few things were being 
figured out,"even when it became appar- 
ety dearthat the Mass was ot goingto 
ke place. g 

How ‘call from 
ruined Besigve 

‘onNovember 
16,2024, - - 
arrosted 
inNairobi, 
Kenya, where 
he hadgone 
toattend the 
launchofa. 
book by the 
country's 
Opposition 
politician, Ms 
MarthaKarua. 
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In attendance were the outgoing Kam- 
pala Lord Mayor, Mr Erias Lukwago, Ken- 
yan lawyer and Opposition politician 

| Martha Karua, former Buganda Katik- 
Kiro premier) MulwanyamuliSsemoger- 
ere,the Leader of the Opposition in Par- 

| liament (LoP),Mr Jocl Ssenyonyi, former 
| LoP Philip Wafula Oguttu, National Uni- 

|ty Platform (NUP) Secretary General Da- 
| vid Lewis Rubongoya and NUP'treasur- 
‘erMrBenjamin Katana. 
As congregants made their way out of 

the cathedral, there was a police pres- 
| encein the church' parking lot, further 
| reinforcing the postpanement of the 
Mass. 
Mr Rubongoya described Mr Musev- 

enis alleged cancellation of the Mass as 
“shamefuladding: “Luckihy Ugandans 
Jnow the captivity our country is cur- 
rentlyin,but weshall overcome”. 
Mr Lukwago expressed di 
with President Musevenis in- 
terferenceintheleadership of the Catho- 
lic Church, saying his alleged conduct, | | 
‘which he described as “abhorrablein- 
vites condemnation fromall | 

| and not just the People’s Front for Free- 

| dom (PFF) party to which Dr Besigye be- 

‘Ssenyonyi said Mr Museveni“fears” 
the Catholic Church that he had to al- | 
Jegedly call the Archbishop to cancel the 
Mass. 
“Ugandans should know that the re- 
gime s full of cowards, but I urge you 
(citizens) to keep pushing for reforms,” | 
hesaid, describing as"shocking”that M 
‘Museveni,who claims to have got 71 per- 

| cent ofthe votes i the January 15 presi- 
| dential poll s afraid of people attending 
Mass. 

| TheNUPdeputy president for westen 

wherethey. 
have remained 
forthe past15 
months. 

‘ment/Army (NRMA) combatant,along 
‘with her husband during the five-year 

| guerilla war that ushered President Mu- 

— 

and nail to bring women into political 
decision-making and public space, but 
suchspace has shrunk. 
“If women want to have an independ- 

ent voice or want to speak freely and 
be critical, they are gagged lest they be 
punished;she said on N7V, sister me- 
dia company, adding that today, Ugan- 
danshavelostmuchof what they gained 

above’ 

Mass 

ATVscroonat 
Rubaga Catho- 
dral shows the 
postponsment 
of prayers for 
DrKizza Basigyo 
yostarday. PHO- 
TO/ABUBAKER 
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when they were in an armed struggle 
agzinetthedictators 
Ms Byarmimaadded=The yomen who 

participated in HRM/NRA war were 
mostly peasant women, not even edii cated.but respectful girls, young women 
from Lisseern Triangle, who were given 
theapportunity toserve in both combat. 
antand norycombat roles. 
“Evenin the NRC(the first parliament 

after the vrar) o fonn there a voman 
libe Capt Zizinga who didn't have much 
formal education, but a3 a member, 
o, there vras respect o worments rights, | 
empawerment of women, and bringing 
themintogrmmance” 
Ms Byaryima said the prajers were 

meant to draw everyone regardless of 
their religious denornination or political 
partyaffliation. 
“If you care about human rights and 

ahout these prisoners, come and pray 
with us at Rubaga Cathedral Holy Mass 
2pm.she said, adding that the pryers 

were for the alleged injustice against all 
political prisomers. 
M Byarrfima, howeer regretted that 
el the Ianguiage of the people with 
power has reportedly degenerated into 
insults,rumiliation,and violence. 

Bosigyo'shealth 
Ms Byamyima described Dr Besigye's 

health as“being of serious coneern to his 
familbyfriends and political etk sy 
ing she visited him twice last week and 
he reportedly told ber that he has devel- 
oped-anallergic reactionr. 
“Heis continuousky coughing. and the 

coughing saps his energy and he loses 
hisvoice Thatis why heisunabletoreet 
some of his guests some of these days. 
‘Vieare concerned about his health and 
angry that he has been denied bail four 
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Payaza Africa Limited is pleased to announce to the general public ] 
that the company has successfully been granted a licence under thie 
National Payment Systems framework. 

times,"Ms Byaryima said. 
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The company extendsits sincere appreciation to the Bank of Ugandafor [ 
entrusting us with the opportunity to operate within Uganda’s financial 
ecosystem. Payaza Africa Limited looks forward to collaborating 
with regulators, partners, and industry stakeholders to enhance and 
transform payment services in Uganda through innovative, accessible, 
and sustainable financial solutions. 
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