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Is the Kiswahili 
‘A’ becoming 
impossible? 
ormany years Kiswa: 
hiliwasone of the 
best-performed sub- 
Jjectsin Uganda. It was 
asubject where hard- 
working students could 

reliably score distinctions. 
‘However,under the New 

Lower Secondary Curricu 
Tum (NLSC),that “A°has sud- 
denly disappearcd. 

Inthe last two years, even 

our very best students are 

We call upon 
the authori- 
ties to give 
us clear gui- 
dance. Let 
the Grade A 
be a reward 
for true ef- 
fort and com- 
petence, not 

a barrier that 
scares stu- 
dents away 
from our 
beautiful re- 
gional lan- 
guage. 
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failing toreach the top grade. 
‘Teachers across the coun- 

tryare worried and frustrat- 
ed because the “A”in Kiswa- 
il has become an impossi- 

Kiswahilis different from 
other subjects. 

Most children in Ugan- 
dastart learning English 
innursery school or even 
speakit at home, bt they 
only start learning Kiswahili 
insecondary school. 
‘Many students only begin 
totakeit seriouslyin 4.1t 
isnot fair to give these late. 
starters an extremely diffi- 

cult exam that is meant for 
experts. Weare testing begin 
nersusing a ruler that is too 
high for them. 
“This grading crisis comes 

ata bad time. Uganda s cur 
rently pushing for East Af- 
ican Integration, where 
Kiswahiliis the main lan- 
guage for trade and unity. 
Ifwemakeitimpossible for 

our students o get an“A”,we. 
are demotivating them. 

Why would astudentlove 
alanguageif the system 
tellsthem they are not good 
enough,even when they 
have worked hard? 

‘Teachers are not just com- 
plaining on social media; 
theyare seeking answers.A 
‘group of concerned educa- 
torseven wrotea formal let- 
tertothe assessment au- 

thorities asking fora grad- 
ingmap. 
‘They wanted toknowex: 
actly whata student must do 
toget an"A." Unfortunately, 
that letter has ot been an- 
swered. 
‘Teachers of Kiswahiliare 

nowlike pilots lyingin thick 
clouds without any instru- 
ments to guide them. 
Thereis a feeling that the 
way students are graded is 
wanting The system seems 
tohavemoved toa com- 
plex method called Item Re- 
sponse Theory (IRT) 
In this system, it is not just 

about how many questions 
‘you get right, but how "diffi- 

cult” those questions are.If 
thisis true,a student can an 

swer many questions cor 
rectly but il fail o get an 
“A"because they didn't hit 

that the teachers don't even 
know about 
We cannot build a Kiswahi- 
i-speaking nation by mak 

ing the highest gradea se 
cretoran impossibiity Our 
examinations should be fair 
and transparent. 
We call upon the authori- 
ties to give us clear guidance. 
Let the Grade A bea re- 
ward fortrue effort and 
compelence,not a barrier 
that scares students away 
from our beautiful regional 
language. 
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