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National News 

Uganda Law 
Society decries 
Nigerian lawyer 

humiliation 
BY ANTHONY WESAKA 

- 

KAMPALA, The g 
Dressed soliarity o o7 LW Society (ULS) has ex- 
(NBA) fol -wm‘h?"i?fimnar@mmm 

a‘;:rbmngmdeledmhxeelbyajndge. 
lm: strongly worded statement, ULS president 

Ssemakadde condemned the directive issued by Justice Mohammed Umar of the Federal High Court in Abuja, describing it as a violation of profes- 
s";n:l]glgdmy and the rule of Jaw. 
_ The incident occurred during proceedings invol- Egafimvm Omoyele Sowore, where his 1;‘85w§u, Mar- 

I Abubakar, reportedly refused to comply with 
the judge’s order to kneel. The directive is said to 
have fnz];ltm a qu;;s;r l‘:yhthe defence team for a 
longer adjournment e prosecution indi 
it had closed its case. b S 
Mr Ssemakadde, writing from exile, said the ac- 

‘tions of the court amounted to judicial overreach 
‘and should be widely condemned. 
‘No]udgpossssamalawmlpowerwmfleral& 

cipline; it was humiliation,”he said, aligning the ULS 
with the NBA's position that such conduct under- 
mines due process and erodes confidence i thejus- 
tice system. 
‘He warned that the incident goes beyond an indi- 
vidual affront, arguing that it sends a chilling mes- 
sageto the legal profession and the public 
“When 2 judge compels an advocate to kneel be- 

fore the court, he wounds the entire profession, 

chills fearless advocacy,and signals to every citizen 

that justice is dispensed by fear, not reason,”he add- 
ed. 
ir Ssemakadde further argued that the nciént 

reflects a broader pattern across severdfifrican 
ju- 

risdictions, where he said judicial authority 
is some- 

{imes exercised in ways that intimidate 
lawyers. 

‘He cited his own experience, noting 
that he was 

lnatyearconvimaiinabsenfiabyp!efllg}xcnunm 
for“scandalising the. judiciary”an 

offence 

hesaidhnbeenusedwwppmdflmmmflunmeg 

erration. It is a continen- 

bullying rhetoric, forced 
sed as decorum, and 

lence critics,” 

“flu‘mnotsmgemn
ab 

tal pattern.
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The ULS'S stance adds 
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