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National News

Uganda Law
Society decries

Nigerian lawyer
humiliation
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KAMPALA. The Uganda Law Soci
h Y A ] LS -
preseed solidarity with the Nigeran b Ascaton

Nigestan IC'ng a controversial incident in which a
e bet awyer was allegedly humiliated in court
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%l ;'—"OHEIYdF;Drﬂed statement, ULS president

semakadde condemned the directive issued
by Justice Mohammed Umar of the Federal High

Court in Abuja, describing it as a violation of profes-
ﬂf;;a]_dl{gldnty and the rule of law,

. theincident occurred during proceedings involv-
mg activist Omoyele Sowore, where his lanv;‘;en Mar-
shai_l Abubakar, reportedly refused to comply with
the judge’s order to kneel. The directive is said to
have followed a request by the defence team for a
longer adjournment after the prosecutionindicated
it had closed its case.

Mr Ssemakadde, writing from exile, said the ac-
tions of the court amounted to judicial overreach
and should be widely condemned.

“No judge possesses the lawful power to order ale-
gal practitioner to kneel. That directive was not dis-
cipline; it was humniliation.”he said, aligning the ULS
with the NBA’s position that such conduct under-
mines due process and erodes confidence in thejus-
tice system.

He warned that the incident goes beyond an indi-

vidual affront, arguing that it sends a chilling mes-

sage to the legal profession and the public.

“When a judge compels an advocate to kneel be-
fore the court, he wounds the entire profession,
chills fearless advocacy, and signals to every citizen
that justice is dispensed by fear, not reason,”he add-
e Ssemakadde fusther argued that the initent
reflects a broader pattern across sevem!'Aﬁ_ican_]u-
risdictions, where he said Judmal guthority is some-
times exercised in ways that intimidate lawyers,

He cited his own experience, noting ghat he was
Jast year convicted inabsentia_byl_;l!eHLgh Courtin
Kampala for “scandalising the judiciary,an offence
he said has been use
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independence of lawyers and weakening o
Ilfﬁnigtra jon of justice, as some ri;:lamfra?ﬁlt‘;:sbench

' " ‘
don litigation out of fear of 1€p! 14 rfre

rowin
The ULS® Stance-ﬁ?:gﬁ godjes calling for respect

S dent, wi bodie . :
g ]?eils(iig?wl conduct,Judlan restraint, and ad
]t;oez;gnrge to the principles of fairness

court pIUOCEdmgs-

d to suppress dissent withinthe

tymn

(&) CamScanner



