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Awarding and celebrating
African women filmmakers

Following on from last year's success-

ful pivot to an online competition,
in this 8th edition of the award, the

showcased at Afrikamera in Berlin,
Germany in November 2026 in addi-
tion to the $2,_000 cash prize.

Need fora
central hub

Afrikamera will
be a hub for ex-
change among
filmmakers,
producers, and
distributors.
To this end,
Afrikamera col
laborates with
major African
fitm feslivals,

BY BAMUTURAKIMUSINGUZI

n an exciting development for African
women in film, The Ladima Founda-
tion has announced an official part-
nership with Afrikamera - Current
Cinema from Africa, a film festival in

Berlin, Germany,in order to further rec- !
ognise and celebrate the winner of the |
2026 Adiaha Award for Best Documen-

tary by an African wornan filmmaker.

Over the past eight years, the Adia-
ha Award has become one of the most |
prestigious accolades awarded in Af- |
rican film. Its focus on showcasing the |
exceptional talent of African women |
filmmakers has seen winning films go |
on to compete, and win, at other festi-
vals around the world. Previous win- |
ners have included, Miki Redelinghuys |
and Pearlie Joubert: Mother City(2025), |
Zippy Kimundu and Meena Nanji: Our |
Land, Our Freedom (2024) and Cyri- |
elle Raingou: Le Spectre de Boko Har- |

am(2023).

Following on from last year's success-
ful pivot to an online competition, in
this 8th edition of the award, the win-
ning film and filmmaker will also be

- showcased at Afrikamera in Bedin, Ger-
' many in November 2026 in addition to
| the $2,000(Shs7m) cash prize.

After the appearance of the Ladima

: Foundation's Board Member Chanelle

Ellaya at the 2025 edition of the festi-
val where she spoke on a panel discus- |
sion titled, “Breaking into the indus- -
. try: Training and Strategies for Women
' Filmmakers,”this partnership is anim-

winning film and filmmaker will also be -

portant next step.
Ute Rigner, project manager of the

¢ festival explains:“Afrikamera—Current |
! Cinema from Africa is excited for its
. collaboration with the Ladima Founda-
tion as the official partner of the Adia-
is committed to developing ¢
¢ networking, and related op;

ha Award for Best Documentary by an
African Woman Filmmaker 2026.The

partnership aims to increase visibility : ; :
: strate their seriousness and cor
i mentto their craft. )

for African women filmmakers and to
strengthen their storytelling through

the festival's programme. As part of the
Afrikamera 2026 edition “Reflect,”tak- |
ing place in Berlin in November 2026 : Ti
(date to be confirmed), the winner of :
the Adiaha Award will be invited to :
. present her film,and the prize will fea- -
| ture in the festival programme, cele- :
~ diversity of the African con
- yond the common topics ¢
. disease, and natural disasters. &
| senting everyday life’s man

brating diverse African storytelling in
cinema.”

The Afrikamera Festival has been
committed tointercultural dialogue be-

tween Africa and Germany since 2007
and seesitself asa permanent platform
. life on the big screen.

for dialogue between African filmmak-
ers and the Berlin audience, and as a
place for exchange between filmmak-
ers, producers,and distributors.

Open exclusively to African wom-
en, living and/or working on the conti-
nent,and for films produced in Africa,
entries are now open on Film Freeway:
https:/filmfreewaycom/LadimaAi-
ahaAward.Submissions were opened

on Film Freeway on December 10, |

2025 and will close at midnight CAT on
March 10,2026.
The Ladima Foundation is a not-for-

profit organisation, founded in 2018
and registered in South Africaand Tan- S, i
! els,and events in Germany and bt

zania with the aim of contributing to

 Ladima Foundation suppo

- roles within the film, TV ang |
. spaces.

¢ rations in various countries
: through Pan-African netwo

- tion of young filmma

and mentors women in a

Through partnerships and ¢

terventions, the Ladima Pu;u-.-
for women professionals who

The non-profit cultural ass

inner perspectives of filmm:
the continent, it brings these stories

Afrikamera positions its
platform for dialogue be
filmmakers and Berlin a
as a hub for exchange an
ers, producers, and distri
end, Afrikamera collabo
jor African film festival 0
and initiatives from Marrakesh o0

- ban.

With annually changing themate
cuses, the festival tackles jss
to Africa’s post-indepen

also engages in education
outreach, organizing w

@ CamScanner




