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RUBIRIZI. Farmers and residents of
Rubirizi District have reason to smile
following the installation of agro-
processing facilities in the area.

The facilities were installed under
a government programme dubbed
Community Agriculture Infrastruc-
ture Improvement Programme
(CAIIP), which was extended to the
district in 2014.

The programme seeks to enhance
farmers’ access to markets, attract
competitive prices and increase in-
comes through improvement in ru-
ral infrastructure and infrastructuré
management by well mobilised.com-
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The counties of Kicwamba, Kat-
erera and Katanda have eachreceived
agro-processing facilities, all valued
at Shs1.5b, according to Mr Frank Ny-
erinde, the CAIIP programme support
officer. Kicwamba and Katanda have
received a coffee huller each, while
Katerera got a milling machine.

They started operating in Novem-
ber last year.

The hullers are managed by tenders
supervised by acommittee of selected
community members. The milling
machine is run by Rukoma Farming
Cooperative Society.

The three facilities have provided
employment to more than 100 locals,
who work as security officers, ma-
chine operators, casual workers, sales
agents, cleaners, packers, grading
workers, labeling and branding work-
ers, accountants and secretaries.

A total of 137.5km of community
roads have been constructed in the
three sub-counties under the pro-
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Agro-processing, road projects
transtorm Rubirizi communities

Employment. The agro-processing facili-
ties have provided employment to more
than 100 locals.

gramme.

Hulling (removing husks) a kilo-
gramme of coffee costs Shs80, while
at privately owned machines, they
charge Shs100. At the facilities, farm-
ers sell processed coffee at between
Shs6,500 and Shs7,000 compared to
the Shs4,800 at private facilities, ac-
cording Mr Nyerinde.

Milling a kilogramme of maize
costs Shs250, while private millers
charge between Shs280 and Shs300.

Mr Nyerinde said the community |
access roads have created access to |

markets and boosted prices for agri-
cultural produce.
“The main purpose of agro-pro-

cessing facilities is value addition |

to coffee and maize in the area and
to improve incomes for the farmers.

Farmers’ economic status was not |

improving because of low prices due
to poor access to markets and sell-
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« Better. Rubirizi District vice chairperson John Mubangizi (left) and other district officials look at some of the processed coffee at Katanda agro-processing facility in Rubirizi District recently. ~-070 5/ 7. ¢ anezvoona
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DEO decries defilement

NTUNGAMO: The Nturgamo District
educaticn officer, Mr Odo Arigye, has
decried the increasing cases of defile-
ment in the district. Spezking to Daily
Monitor on Menday, Mr Arigye said at
least 92 girls in the district missed sitting
for their Primary Leaving Examinations
last year over defilement cases. He said
70 of thes= were reportzdly married off
before the age of 18. Mr Anigye said his
office, together with the police, are hunt-
ing for a teacher from Kiceho Primary
School for allegedly amanging mamage
for a pupil. [Perez Rumanzi]
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Councillors jubilate

KAMWENGE: Councillors of Kam-
wenge Town Council on Tuesday tumed
the council hall into a venue for cel-
ebration following the transfzr of their
town clerk, Mr Mathew Tumushzbe. Mr
Tumushabe, who had served as a town
clerk for Kamwenge Town Council for
two years, was transferred to Kahunge
Town Council in Kamwenge District.
The councillors have been accusing Mr
Tumushabe of embezzling town council
funds and causing a mechanical break-
down of a town council vehicle. [Fed-
nand Tuhame] ¢ e
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ing their products in raw form,”

Nyerinde sajd,
Mr Tadeo Agaba, a residen.t of
Katokori I, Kyankandwa pansf_l,
Katererg Sub-county, said: “Tt is

NOW easy to accesg markets and

traders. We were being cheateq
by traders claim;

aming the roads gre
poor.”

Mr Appollg Natumanya, the
chairperson of Rukooma Farm-
ing Cooperatiye Society, said the
armers are now’earning more
from their produce,

ilogramme of maize now
goes for Shs700, while that of
maize floyr i sold at Shs1,200.
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