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While President Musev- 
eni's meeting with Gen 
Dagalo comes amidst 
sanctions from US over 
senseless killings. 

BYSAMILUBUSEIN 

resident Museveni last Friday 
held 2 high-level engagement 
with Gen Mohamed Hamdan 
Dagalo,the leader of Sudan's par- 

amilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF), 
atState House Entebbe. 
‘The meeting came barely a day after 

‘the United States (US) sanctioned three 
top commanders of RS, the rebel out- 
fit fighting the Khartoum government, 
over their role in committing genocide 
inElFasher, Sudan. 

‘The State House, in a statement re- 
leased shortly after the meeting, said 
the discussions focused on ending the 
conflictin the Republic of Sudan and 

“The meeting comes at a time when 
‘Sudan continues to face a devastating 
‘warthat erupted in April 2023 between 
theSudan Armed Forces led by Gen Ab- 
del Fattah al-Burhan and the RSF;"the 
Statement read in part. 

It added:“The fighting, which began 
in Khartoum, quickly spread to other 
partsofthecountry displacing millions 
of civilians,crippling essential services, 
and triggering one of the world's worst 
'humanitarian crises” 
‘MrMuseveni,in the State House state- 

‘ment said,reiterated his long standing 
position that sustainable peace in Su- 
dan can only be achieved through dia- 
logue anda shift from divisive politics. 
‘Hewarned against what he described 

asthe'politics of identity’ saying such 
‘an approach only deepens divisions. 
“When 1 last came to Sudan, I met 

(former] President Bashir and advised 
against the politics of identity for the 
politics of interest. Identity politics is 
poisonous. It does not yield good re- 
sults. What is important are shared in- 
terests thatunite people. he said. 

Controversy 
Mr Museveni met Gen Dagalo in his 
capacity as head of a high-level com- 
‘mittee that was appointed by the Afri- 
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President Museveni (right) meets with Gen Mohammed Hamdan Dagalo of the Rapid Support Forces (RSF), at State 
House, Entebbe on Friday. PHOTO/INTERNET/X 

Museveni meets 
Sudan rebel leader 
can Union to facilitate direct negotia- 
tions between Gen Dagalo and Abdel 
Fattah 2l Burhan Abdelrahman al-Bur- 
‘han,the defactoleader of Sudan,toend 
thecivilwar. 
InaFebruary 19 press statement,Mr 
Thomas ngon,um pnnupal deputy 

the USindicted Brig 
Gen Elfateh Abdll.“a.h Idris Adam, Maj 
Gen Gedo Hamdan Ahmed Mohamed, 
and field commander Tijani Ibrahim 
Moussa Mohamed over their alleged 
Toles in the 16-month siege and even- 
‘ual capture of El-Fasher that left thou- 
sands killed and or displaced. 
“The Trump Administration seeks a 

lasting peace in Sudan and an end to 
the worlds worst humanitarian criss,” 
thestatement readin part. 

GENESIS OF THE WAR 

What started as a disagreement. 
botween thearmy chief Gon 
al-Burhan, tho chairman of the 
Transitional Sovereign Coun- 
ciland his deputy, who lator for- 
‘medand led tho RSF militia, 
Gen Dagalo, in April 2023, es- 
calated betweon May 2024 and 
October 2025, This has led to 
the death and displacemont of 
thousands of peoplo. 

‘The US accuses the RSF of perpetrat- 
ing horific ethnic killings,torture,star- 
vation,sexual violence,and widespread 

atrocities, including war crimes and 
genocide. 
Mr Scott Bessent, the Secretary of the 

»in a February 19 statement, 
said: “The United States calls on the 
Rapid Support Forces to commit to a 
humanitarian ceasefire immediately 
‘Wewill not tolerate this ongoing cam- 
paign of terror and senseless killingin 
Sudan” 
“Without aswift end,Sudan’s civil war 

risks further destabilising the region, 
creating conditions for terrorist groups 
{0 grow and threaten the safety and in- 
terests of the United States,"he added. 
‘The US sanctions follow indictments 

of the same people by the United King: 
dom on December 12,2025 and the Eu- 
ropean Union on January 20,2026 

“The United States is committer, 
working with the international 
munity to achieve a lasting peace 
dan, which has been afflict , 
talcivil war between the RSF and 1] . 
danese Armed Forces (SAF). The o 
has provoked the worl 
humanitarian crisis with over 150 
killed and more than 14 m 
placed,"the February 19 statemer, 
ed. 

Background 
What started as a disagreemen: -, 

tween the army chief Gen al-B m 

the chairman of the Transitional 
ereign Council and his deputyh . 
erformed and led the RSF militia, .y 
Dagalo,in April 2023, escalated betyrecy 
May 2024 and October 2025, 
‘Then,the RSF and its allied mi 

‘maintained an effective siege of £ 
ex,the capital of North Darfur and - 
SAF'slast stronghold in Darfur and - 
gaged in relentless attacks on the - 
and the surrounding internally 
placed person camps. 
‘Over these 18 months, the RS 
ally tightened its siege, increased 
riminate strikes, and built an eay 
Sallaround heciy o prevent o). 
aid fromentering. 
‘These actions, the US said, traj 

about 260,000 civilians, hence 
spread outbreaks of disease and 
“While engaging SAF-aligned f 

intense urban warfare, RSF fighters o 
petrateda horrific campaign of sur 
Ty executions, torture, and sexual 

their ethnicity, irrespective of gend. 
and age. The RSF massacred civila 
attempting to flee El-Fasher and. 
seeking refuge. Once it fully captur: 
the city on October 26, the fighters 
celerated itssystematic and widesprez. 
killings..."the statement read. 

President Museveni, during the e~ 
gagement with Gen Dagalo at Sta 

House Entebbe, called for negotiatic: 
and emphasised the need for A 
canled solutions to African pmhlen 
urging all parties to prioritise 2 
over military confrontation. G 
1o acknowledged that Sudan conti 
ues to face serious humanitarian a 

institutional challenges as a result 
the conflict and stressed the need fo 
peaceful resolution. 
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