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POPE FRANCIS HINTS AT PERMISSION FOR

USE 0!' GON'I‘RAGEPTION IN ZIKA RISK CASES

. ‘An exhibitor explains how medical equlpment works at the medlcal machinery expo in Kampala
last week. PHOTO BY ALEX ESAGALA.

the use of contraception by
women at risk of contracting
the Zika virus may be permissible.
The Pontiff insisted that abortion
remained a crime but said avoid-
ing pregnancy was “not an abso-
lute evil”.
His remarks came in response to a
question about how best to tackle
the Zika outbreak across Latin
America.
The virus has been linked to the

Pope Francis has hinted that

microcephaly birth defectsin ba-- -

bies, which can cause development
problems.

Roman Catholic teachings cur-
rently ban the use of contracep-
tion.

“We must not confuse the evil con-
sisting of avoiding a pregnancy
with abortion,” Pope Francis told
reporters on a flight returning
home from a visit to Mexico.
“Abortionis not a theological prob-
lem. It is a human problem, medi-
cal. One person is killed to save
another. It is evil in itself, it is not
areligious evil, it is a human evil,”
he said.

“Avoiding a pregnancy is not anab-
solute evil. In certain cases, as in
this one, or in the one I mentioned
of Blessed Paul VI, it is clear,” he
wenton. |

The 79-year-old was referring toa

predecessor’s decision toauthorise
nuns at risk of rape in Africa to use
contraceptives.

Scientists said on Thursday that
links between the Zika virus-and
microcephaly have been strength-
ened bya study involving pregnant
women in Brazil.

The research confirmed the pres-

ence of Zika virus in the amniotic
fluid of two women who hgd/had

Zika-like symptoms during their
pregnancies.

Brazilian experts say this suggests
the virus can infect the foetus. But
World Health Organisation experts
caution the link is not proven and
expect torelease more information
in the next few weeks.

-BBCNews
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