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—-n unevuvery ana serve its 3.4 million 
- sanng uns bold and vkmmny customers, which is 25% of Uganda’s 

NITA-U, partners 
push for network 
resilience and reliability 

Sit Okitel: 

Govemmem has taken a bold 
step towards reducing latency, 
lowering the cost of internet 
services, enhancing network 
resilience and  strengthening 
Uganda’s digital sovereignty 
with the launch of the National 
IP Peering Exchange (NIPX). 
The NIPX is Uganda’s first 

neutral and open Intemet 
Exchange Point (IXP), a 
plaform that enables Internet 
Service Providers (ISPs), content 
providers, cloud platforms, 
data centres and government 
networks to exchange internet 
traffic locally and efficiently 
within the country. 
The platform was launched 

recently at Speke Resort 
Munyonyo in  Kampala, 
spearheaded by Lhe Nauonal 
Information 0l0; 

in collaboration with the 
Ministry of ICT and National 
Guidance and partners. 
The move represents a key 

deliverable under the Digital 
Uganda Strategy and Vision 
2040 that seeks to address long- 
standing inefficiencies where 
even domestic internet traffic 
was routed through expensive 
international pathways before 
returning to Uganda, a situation 
that increased costs and 
reduced performance. 
The NIPX operates on globally 

recognised best practices open 
peering, non-discriminatory 
access and shared governance. 

INTERNET FOR EVERY UGANDAN 
According to the director of 
technical ~ services, Richard 
Obita, the move guarantees 
trans] arency afl'ordabllny and 

met much 

growth. 

described the developmem a., .. 
than a product roll-out. R — 
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Front row: Baryumunsl (rlqht), Obita (second-right) with the NITA-U team and partners 
during the launch at Speke Resort Munyonyo in Kampala recently 

“The NIPX has been 
deliberately designed under 
neutral ownership where it is 
neither owned nor controlled 
by the government, hence 
ensuring that no single entity 
has controlling interest. This 
creates a genuine level playing 
field for all participants,” said 
Obita. 
“It delivers three immediate 

benefits:  significantdy lower 
latency for  faster  user 
experience, reduced operational 
costs by minimising reliance on 
international bandwidth and 
greater reliability even during 
international link disruptions,” 
e added. 

BETWNEEN "EW 
© For Ugandans, this 
means smoother video 
calls, faster access to 
e-government services, 
improved online learning, 
and more affordable data 
packages. 

Dr Aminah Zawedde, the 
Permanent Secretary at the 
Ministry of ICT and National 
Guidance, in a speech read for 
her by Commissioner Kenneth 
Bagarukayo, described  the 

Rletfamlaunchias tmely, 

“For many years, even local 
internet traffic in Uganda has 
been forced to take long and 
expensive routes  through 
international networks, only to 
return home. This practice has 
functioned as a hidden digital 
cost, increasing expenses for 
businesses and  consumers 
while slowing down the 
delivery of digital services,” 
Zawedde said. 
This move also enhances 

control over critical digital 
assets and strengthens national 
security by  safeguarding 
sensitive information. 
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