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communities towards wildlife. cows will be no more in nu-la;\l‘a if
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document the relationship between

the people and the park.

a5 20 per cent revenue sharing to
help them solye the human-wildlife
problems which have persistod ey
erywhere,

Adamant n apite of marmings
Despite all this, residents say that if
WA does not compensate, govern-

ment should clear their agricultural

bank loans to save their propoert.

Lions, a vulnerable species

Today, the lion occurs in frag-
mented populations in Sub-Saharan
Ln\l week, the human and wild-  Africa and one in western India. It

: W hava givmn ot 3 lot b
since elephants eat only ready maize maney to the parishes sdjscent
and other fonds,
According to Rubirizi districtchair-  snabling the communities
person, Snluvr--.lnrr\zulmshnr-:nrnm, to sustain themselves since
hippos escaped from the: PACKANAAre  thay arn the meet sffacted
living with communities in Rubirizi.
“Our MPs ara doing us a disservice

life conflict went to another  has been listed as vulnerable on the

level when 11 lions were killed  TUCN Red List since 1996, as popula-

by poisoning at Hamukungu fishing  tions in African range countries de-

village inside Queen Elizabeth Na-  clined by about 43 percent since the
tional Park. early 1990s.

Hamukungu is one of the human overnment made a mistake to

settlements inside the park. Others  allow pastoralists in this sanctuary
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include Muhokya, Kahokya, Katun-
ruru, Kahendero, Kasenyi, Katwe-
Kabatooro town council and Kiko-
rongo. All these areas face invasions
of animals as conservationists argue
thatit is man who has encroached on
the wild animal habitats over time
due to population pressures on the
fixed land.

Pastoralism versus conservation

“We have lost over 20 cows and
many goats to these lions in two
weeks, on top of many more lost in
the last two months. We have tried
to report to UWA but no response,”
Zeverio Bulenge, a resident says.
Problem animals” as the locals pre-
fer to call them include the lion, the
elephant, the buffalo, bush pigs and
crocodiles.

Bulenge also faults Uganda Wildlife
Authority (UWA) for introducing a
project of rearing lions amidst the
community at the expense of their

because the domestic animals com-
pete with wild animals for pastures,
We have kept domestic animals for
wildlife,” Tourism minister Prof.
Ephraim Kamuntu said last week at
Hamukungu fishing village in Lake
Katwe sub-county, Kasese District.

The poisoning of a pride of 11
climbing lions at Hamukungu fishing
village was the third incident since
2007 when 13 lions were poisoned.
Later in 2010, eight lions were also
poisoned &l in the same park.

Edward Asalu, the manager of
Queen Elizabeth National Park esti-
mates the number of lions at 42 out
0f 400 in the whole country.

In 2012, a friendly clephant aka
Mary was killed by poisoning by the
community at Katunguru trading
centre as the members alleged that it
used to eat food from their kitchens.

Over two decades ago, Mary was
orphaned in Queen Elizabeth Na-
tional Park. Rescued and tamed
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to such problems has been poor; you
can see the outcome. I call for thor-

farmers but urges cooperaﬁon_ be-
tween the two sides to curb animal

invasion of the gardens.

Last year, two people \'vcvre i;jurc'd
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oneway to make the coy,

by not amending the UWA Act which
flmw not spell out the compensation
18sues. We need the Act amend 150
that nobody is offended by the wild
animals we protoet., My people have
lost their lives and properties but
they have remained in agony because
the law does not allow compensation
to the losses caused,” argues Kule
Joseph Muranga, Ruburizi Resident
District Commissioner.

UWA Executive Director, Sam
Mwandha argues that even if UWA
does electric wire fencing around the
Park as locals want, this single inter-
vention cannot solve the problem of
\vnldleo_-humnn conflict given the
Ppopulation increase and pressure on

However, the tourism minister says
that the new bil| before parliament
on the wildlife-human conflict is go-
Ing to solve some of the problems
like compensation, harsh penalties
to poachers among others,

Queen Elizabeth National Park has

Bee keepers Rublrizi Distri

nging. Wildlifa manfliet

has ramained dus to animals’
adoption to the new methods.
UWA rloeyted four srocadiles
last ymar to safer arens in
arder to sava lives of fishing

communities In the park.”
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INTERVENTION

Uganda Wildlife Authority's
executive director Samuel
Muwandha says sevaral inter-
ventions are being worked on
including recruitment of more
staff

“We ara strangthening our
relationship with communities
This is through deploying ap-
propriate staff” Mr Mwandha
said. At the moment. the au-
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