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Reglonal Nqu 

Terries linking Busoga, Teso 
and Lango commissioned 
The Bukungu-Kag- 
wara-Kaberamaido 
(BKK) ferry service will 
link the Busoga, Teso 
and Lango subregions. 

BY SAM CALEB OPIO 

xcitement and ululations filled 
. the air in Bukungu, Kamuli Dis- 

trict, on Friday as two ferries 
linking Busoga, Teso, and Lango 

sub-regions were commissioned. The 
projectis expected to bringstrategicin- 
vestment in productivity and regional 
integration. 
The Bukungu-Kagwara-Kaberamai- 

do (BKK) ferry service, constructed by 
the Uganda National Roads Authori- 
ty (UNRA) at a cost of Shsd2b,is expect- 
ed to connect eight districts across the 
three sub-regions and significantly cut 
travel time across Lake Ryoga. 
Ina speech delivered by Prime Min- 

ister Robinah Nabbanja on behalf of 
President Museveni, the ferries are 
more than transport vessels. 
“Today,we commission the BKK Fer- 

Ty,astrategic investment in connectiv- 
. ity and productivity that advances the 

2026-2031NRM Manifesto and Nation- 
al Development Plan IV goalshe said. 
He urged residents to use the im- 

proved connectivity to boost produc- 
tion and wealth creation, warning 
against working merely for subsistence. 
“Wealth comes from production, val- - 

ue addition, and productivity Infra- 
‘structure like this must move our peo- 

_ -ple from subsistence to the money 
economy"henoted. 

Longwait fufilled 
First Deputy Prime Minister Rebec- 

One of the two ferries launched last week. The ferry is expected to cut travel time from eight hours to about one and a 
half hours, lower transport costs, reduce post-harvest losses and boosts trade. PHOTO/SAM GALEB OPIO 

Localconcerns 
Despite the celebration, leaders 

tained follow-up during the 9th Parlia- 
ment. 

OP!IAWI “lam delighted that the ferry isop-  raised concerns about incomplete 
erational after a long journey through ~ docking sites and related infrastruc- 
four transport minisers she said. ture. 
“Itisembarrassing that westill Kasilo MP Eljjah Okupa urged 

 import technicians from 
‘Tanzania, which is why 

the government to clear un- 
paid domestic arrears af- 

weinsist on establishing fecting works and to tar- 
© a Marine University in macdockingareas tokeep 
| Namasagaliand: COSTOR mud off passengers and 
| ening programmes at So- create parking hubs. 
. oti University” BUILDINGTHE * gewtmnct Ayt 

She said Parliament had 3 41{| 5 Edakasi noted that the Ka- 
benchmarked the Masaka- beramaido docking site re- 
Ssese 1sland ferry and insisted that mains incomplete, while works on 

caKadaga recalled that the President  two vessels be procured for the BKK  the Katine-Ocheroroad havestalled. 
first pledged the ferryin 1990,withsus-  route. Atthe grassroots,residents expressed 

optimism. 
Emmanuel Kahenge Segujia,a isher 

‘man from Bukungu, described the f 
1y as the most tangible develop; 
gainin decades. 
“This is the real gain for our comm, 

nity Bukungu had been underdess] 
oped as a closed terminal.”h 
calling that the last ferr on the rove 
Iocally known as ‘Laitta, operated 
about 50 years ago. 
Bukungu Town Council LCTI chir 

person Mathias Aribo Nyadund, 
said the ferry cuts travel tim 
eight hours to about one and  h 
hours, lowers transport costs, reduce 

post-harvest losses and boosts tr 
‘Tanzania’s Ambassador to Uza 

portance of regional coop 
He pledged that Tanz: 

tinue offering scholarships 
pacity-building opportun; 
rine construction and water tran 
to support knowledge tra 
cross-border trade. 
“This bilateral engagement strenzr, 

an-based Songoro Marine Tr 
Ltd under a design-and-build 
signed on June 29,2020. 
Songoro Marine cDu.nm D 

cutter pumps capable of re; 
floating vegetation and si: 
water bodies, helping to mair 
navigability on Lake Kyoga. 
MrKatendesaid passengers 

The commissioning mar: 
significant step in restoring vz 
transport on Lake Kyoga a 
strengthening economic ties beteez 

. Busoga, Teso and Lango, as ‘) 
government pushes infrastru 
development to spur nation:! 
transformation. 
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