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These conflicts were
different in origin and
scale, but together they
showed how Uganda'’s
internal wars were often
tied to developments
beyond its borders.

BYISAAC MUFUMBA

he rebellions that confronted
President Museveni after 1986
were not confined to Acholi, Teso
orthe eastern border areas.

Along Uganda's western and
north-western frontiers,the NRM gov-
ermnment faced insurgencies shaped by
exile politics, cross-border sanctuaries,
regional wars, and grievances carried
over from the previous regimes.

In West Nile,the government battled
the West Nile Bank Front (WNBF).In the
Rwenzori region, it fought Amon Ba-
zira’s National Army for the Liberation
of Uganda (NALU) and later the Allied
Democratic Forces (ADF).

In Buganda, the NRM government
confronted a brief rebellion led by Maj
Herbert Itongwa's Uganda National
Democratic Alliance (UNDA).

These conflicts were different in ori-
ginand scale, but together they showed
how Uganda’s internal wars were often
tied to developments beyond its bor-
ders.

UPDF vs West Nile Bank Front

.

The West Nile Bank Front (WNBF)
operated along4he West Nile-Sudan-
Zaire/DRC frontier, where exile net-
works, former soldiers and regional
conflicts overlapped

The exact date of the WNBF's forma-
tion is unclear, though it is believed to
have emerged in the late 1980s.Its lead-
er, Lt Col Juma Abdalla Oris,had served
as1di Amin's Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Initially,the WNBF recruited civilians

by promising lucrative salaries and al-

lowances that it could not afford. When
those promises failed, it resorted to ab-
ductions and kidnappings to reinforce
its ranks, a tactic that turned the popu-
lation against it.

The NRA's 1996 decision to adopt a '
cordial civil-military approach further °

weakened the WNBF as a fighting force.

Many of its members deserted and
were reintegrated into their commu-

nities. The group’s decisive military set-
backs came in the wider regional wars
of the 1990s.

On March 11, 1997, just under two
years after the National Resistance Ar-
my (NRA) had been renamed the Ugan-
da People’s Defence Forces (UPDF), the
Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SP-
LA) encircled and besieged the town of
Yei in South Sudan, then part of a unit-
ed Sudan.

On the same day, SPLA forces am-
bushed a combined force compris-
ing WNBF rebels, soldiers of the Sudan
Armed Forces, elements of the Armed

Forces of Zaire and former soldiers of

the Rwandan army.

The Rwandan ex-soldiers were fleeing
from Zaire, now DR Congo, where they
were under pressure from Rwandan
forces and Laurent Kabila's rebels fol-
lowing the outbreak of the First Congo
War in 1996, which resulted in the oust-
er of President Mobutu.

The combined force was heavily de-

eated by the SPLA, which went on to
capture several towns in southern Su

dan and, in the process, destroyed WN.

\"

How Museveni defeated
rebels in W. Nlle, Buganda

BF bases. What remained of the WNBF

was later defeated at the battle of Kaya,

. whereitslast base was destroyed by the .

SPLA with the help of the UPDE.

Juma Oris was injured in this battle
and later died in March 2001 from high
blood pressure related complications.
By then, however, the WNBF had al-

: ready splintered into factions.

On December 24,2002, the largest WN-

! - BF faction, led by Gen Ali Bamuze, sur-

rendered its guns after signing a peace

- agreement. Under the agreement, its

members were promised resettlement
- packages and retention of their ranks
upon integration into the UPDF.

: NRAversusNALU
In western Uganda, the NRM govern-

Obote I government. The group, which
fought the NRA in the Rwenzori re-
gion, Bazira's home area, targeted most-
ly supporters and cadres of the ruling
~ NRM: —

One of its most brutal attacks was car-

Col Juma Oris,
leader of the
West Nile Bank
Front (WNBF), a
rebel group ac-
tive in the West
Nile region of
Uganda during
the 1990s.

ried out on October 9,1989,when rebels ;
dressed in uniforms similar to those of

the NRA, killed at least nine people.

NALU is believed to have operated :
with the backing of Presidents Mobu- :
tu of Zaire and Daniel arap Moi of Ken- :
ya, both of whom were uncomfortable

with the new leadership in Kampala.

Bazirawas killed in 1993 under myste-

rious circumstances,and his body was
found lying on aroadside in the Kenyan
town of Nakuru.

The NRA eventually drove what re-
mained of his fighters out of Kasese and
into DR Congo. That ended NALU as an
effective fighting force inside Uganda,
although remnants of the group would
later be linked to the emergence of the

| ADE.
. ment faced an insurgency from NALU, :
- led by Bazira,a former minister in the

NRA/UPDF versus ADF
The ADF became one of the most en-

duringof therebellions that Musevenis -

: government has fought.
They emerged from a merger involv-

ers and remnants of Bazira’s NALU. For

Not all rebellions against Muse-
veni's government came from
former NRA enemies. Some
were from within its own ranks.
The NRA engaged rebels of the
Uganda National Democratic Al-
liance (UNDA) for a few months
between1994 and 1995.

The group was formedin1994
by Maj Herbert Itongwa, a ve-
teran of the NRM/A bush war
that brought the NRM to power.
Itongwa rebelled after he was
charged with theft and acts of
indiscipline. His group, com-
posed mostly of NRA deser-
ters from Buganda, operatedin
Luweero and claimed to be figh-
ting for the introduction of a fe-
deral government system.

UNDA claimed responsibili-
ty forraids on several police sta-
tionsin which some police offi-
cerswere killed. The rebels also
took away some guns. The group
isalso believed to have been res-
ponsible for the 1995 kidnap-
ping of the then Minister of Heal-
th, Dr James Makumbi, who was
held for more than five days.
UNDA was defeated, forcing
Itongwa to flee into exile in Ger-
many, where he died on April 19,
2013.

more than 30 years, the government
has fought the group, first inside Ugan-
da and later across the border in east-
ern DR Congo.

Over the years, the ADF has killed
more than 1,000 people.Its most infa-
mous attack inside Uganda came in
June 1998, when rebels attacked Kich-

! wamba Technical College in Kabarole

— —ing the'Uganda MuslinTFreedontFight- ~ ed 8ostudents:™ -

District and burnt to death an estimat-

The group has also been blamed for

: theretoabout 5,000.

* Uganda has diminished over 1

 ary school in Mpondwe, in K2

! ple were killed, mclud.m" 38sty
! eight were njured.

© 25,2023, when they raided N
jviﬂagelmxamxenoemsmqq.. .
: three people dead. g

© cord againsti Insurgencyreveals ;
: who has consistently blended
. force with political pragmatism,

i the job, the olive branch wa
- ed. Where negotiations faltered 11,
: my pressed harder. Some group
i crushed, while others were abs
¢ through peace agreements,a
. integration or negotiated surr:

. of Musevenis rule, the deep
: is not simply whether the P
: and the UPDF can outlast th
- ing military adversaries. It i
* er the political, economic and

~govermment havebeent

the abduction of 30 a1y,

Mitandi Seventh Day Arlye. ,, ',
more than 60 from Kichy,, (1,
nical College, and about 10,
fromaschoolin Hoima, ' ly,
Umnrhn'r‘mm/w Neie),

ferent times linked or iy,
ADF in connection with ”‘ ‘
of Muslim clerics m,],,,,”” k),
file assassinations. That iy, "+,
of Sheikhs AInlu]Knlh,,—.1I|

. hammad Kiggundu, Assje taps 11

tor General of Police A””"'v
weesi, and Assistant Diroey,
Prosecutions Joan Kapezj
However,several of thesa .,
contested, unresolved or opy), 1s Mgy
judicated. /34
The ADF survived major ),
fensives, including an Npa 5,7/
February 25,1995, against a cay, s
seruka. The attack, in which, , ', ;
were killed and many more |, ‘
forced the rebels to flee intr, m, irey
The group also survived air ,,,”"
lery attacks on locations in ﬂf,p |
In 1998, the ADF made an ir, f g
into Kasese, but the army vy, "
command of Gen James Kmr,
it out of the Rwenzori mount,,
es.Weakened, the rebels fled b, ki, "
Congo.
The arrest of its commander, -,
Jamil Mukulu, in Tanzanis ., "
transfer to Uganda in 2015 v
ed to plunge the organisati,
leadership vacuum, but th;
happen. Instead, Musa Sek;
Mukulu's former second-in-cory ..
took charge in 2015 and later 1. °
central to linking the group t .
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 itant Islamic State.

In November 12021, the

ADF remnants.On February 4,5,
UPDF deployed 1,000 troops t
DR Congo, bringing its troop

Although the ADF threat i, ...,

the group still poses a threat a5 . .
by the June 16,2023 attackon . _

trict alongthe DR Congo borde;

ADF's last attack was on Dec:
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