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Random tax assessments, 
‘mounting legal battles, and 
Widening revenue shortfallsin 
the first half of the 2025/26 fi- 
nancial year are increasing the 
‘cost and complexity of tax lti- 
gation for businesses. 
Firms across sectors are 

caughtbetween! en- 
Jforcement by Uganda Revenue 
@Apority (URA) and a resolu- 
oh process that tiesup capital. 
Comprehensive court data 

on tax disputes s not public- 
Iy available, making t difficult 
10 gauge the full scale of the 
problem. Howeverspecialised 
law firms reporta sharp risein 
caseloads, signalling growing 
friction between URA and tax- 
Payers. Lawyers say many dis- 
Putes stem from ageressive as- 
sessments,transler pricing au- 
dits, and differing interpreta- 
tions oftaxlaws in tightening 
fiscalenvironment. 

Growingbacklog 
Oneleadingtaxlitigation firn 

says it has accumulated more 
than 100 ongoing cases since 
last year The Tax Appeals Tri- 
‘bunal (TAT), which handles dis- 
putes between taxpayers and 
URA, s receiving an average of 
about 35 new petitions each 
‘month, adding pressure to an 
already strained system. 
‘The Auditor Generals2024/25 
report shows that 119 cas- 
es filed at TAT have remained 
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Rising tax battles: What is driving 

companies to the appeals tribunal? 

A 
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unresol ‘fi-x’;’p..mmanm 
Shs1.5 trillion by June 2025.For 
businesses,this frozen capital. 

High-profilotaxdisputes 
Among the most prominent 

disputes s a Shs169b corpora- 
tion tax case between MTN and 

URA. The telecom previously 
paid Shs110b last year o settle 
a separate transfer pricing au- 
dit assessment Stanbic Bankis 
also challenging a URA transfer 

pricingassessmentof shs115b. 
‘These cases reflect broader 

tensions around transfer pric- 
ing rules, cross-border trans- 
actions, and proft allocation 

‘The30percentdeposit 
Taxpayers must depos- 

it 30 percent of the disputed 
‘amount for TAT to grant a hear- 

ing.inadditiontolegal fees. 
‘Bruce Mysinguzi,a tax part- 

ner at Kampala Associated Ad- 
Vocates, questions whether 
‘most companies can afford L 
gationIf URAissued your firm 
2 hsib zssessment today and 
you sued, can you afford the 
Shs300m paymentz“heasks. 
He is currently handling 20 

cases at TAT, ranging from 
Shs200m to Shs169b and ar- 

gues that controversial assess- 
‘ments, driven by pressure to 

‘meet revenue targets,are forc- 
ingdlientsinto court, 
Revenueshortfalls 
Bank of Uganda data shows a 

cumulative revenue shortfall 
0f $hs956.9b between July and 
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Asrevenue largels lighten and enfor 

price in courtrooms, locked capital,and prolonged uncertainty over confested fax bil 

. businesses are paying a growing emenl inlensific: 

A NEW WEEKEND 
EXPERIENCE FOR 
OUR READERS 
DearReader, - 

Foryears, you have welcomed Saturday Monitor and Sunday Monitorinto yourhome as trusted 
‘companions fornews, insight, and refiection. Thank you for making us part of your weekend. 
Today, we are excitedtoshare animportant step forward. Beginning Saturday, March7, 2026, Saturday 

- Monitorand Sunday Monitor will come together as one stronger Weekend Monitor — a single, icher 
‘weekend newspaper designed to give you the very best of both editionsin one complete reading 
experience. 

This new weekend paper brings together: 
« The mostimportant news and analysis from the week. 
- Deeperinvestigations and thoughtful commentary 
«  Expandediifestyle, culture,and human-intereststories 
« Enhancedbusiness, sports, and leisure coverage 
« More engaging designand storyteling throughout 

Ourgoalis simple: to give you one definitive weekend read — more insightful, more engaging, 
andmore rewarding of your time. 

What does this meanfor you? 
« Youwilnowreceive one comprehensive weekend editionstarting Saturday, March7, 2026. 
« Yourtrustedjoumnalists, columnists, and favourite sections remain—now brought togetherina 

stronger, morevibrantformat. 
- Ourcommitmenttoindependent, credible, and impactfuljournalismremains unchanged. 

This change s part of our continued effort to erve you better — with jounalismthat helps you 
understand the world, engage withideas, and enjoyyourweekend reading. 
We look forward to sharing this new chapter withyou and hearing your feedback. 

* “lsha atarian that mattar 
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