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Cranes face goalkeeping test .
Alionzi, 29, has been capped several
' times for the Cranes and currently plays
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as Pamoja Afcon approaches ===
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der pressure in qualifiers and friend-
lies. While his exposure at major tour-
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home soil, raising expectations from fans. sia,a 11 draw with Tanzania,and a cha- On\raJ\:oSca:wlsdmted. hewon lsmail Watenga
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sl " first time three countriesjointly hostthe - con 2025, he struggled South Africain a dis-
# - finals, demanding a more dependable : with an early ankle * appointing 2-1 de-
Player lsmail Watenga . squad. - twist and was eventual- feat, Watenga was
A2 . e " Iy replaced at halftime sidelined from subse-
in the Nigeria game, a quent national team
Club Golden Arrows (5. Africa) i match that deteriorated call-ups. This setback,
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' 'The Nigeria game was a stark illustra-
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Stiff competition. Mugolofa (top) is one of the
many options alongside Alionzi (L) Magoola (C)
and Watenga. PHOTOS/JOHNBATANUDDE

- an Alionzi was thrown on with mini-

mal time to settle. The Cranes conced-
ed three goals in that spell as Nigeria ran

¢ out 3-1 winners.

¢ That match wasn't an isolated inci-
- dent, Cranes’ goalkeeping unit had been
" under pressure throughout the tour-
. nament, with defensive lapses and late

goals conceded exposing a fragile sys-

¢ tem

In the months leading up to AFCON

- 2027, Uganda will benefit from Fifa in-
- ternational windows (March, June, Sep-

tember, October and November 2026) to

i arrange friendlies and simulate compet- | regular
! itive conditions.

 While Uganda automatically qualifies
| asaco-host,these fixtures will be crucial
- for testing tactics,solidifying the starting
- goalkeeper and preparing the squad for
- hometournament pressure.  *

. shown brilliance, but his temperament

has been a major issue. To challenge

- for the number one spot, Magoola must

demonstrate both discipline and con-

* sistent form, but his experience makes

- him avaluable option in the squad mix. =2
' MutwalibiMugolofa

. At just 24, Mutwalibi Mugolofa has

impressed domestically with KCCA.

' Mugolofa has excellent reflexes and
: command of his area, making him a
- promising option for the future. While
. his international experience is limited,

exposure in friendlies and quali-
- fiers could help him develop intoa relia-
* blechoice for Afcon2027.

: Charles Lukwago

Lukwago offers both league and inter-

| national experience, providing reliable

- depth and competition. While he is un-

. likely to be along-term starter; his pres-

- ence brings leadership and mentorship

. for younger keepers, ensuring stability
. and experience within the squad. =



