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Life and times of Uganda’s oldest chj

Gone. Zakayo was Uganda's oldest
chimpanzee in captivity. He died from
stomach complications at the end

of last month. His life brought more
focus to conservation of wildlife.

Cost of restoration, According to James Musinguzi, UWEC executive director, Zakayo has Iarggly contributed to
UWEC's self-sustainability and increase in visitors numbers from 124,000 in 1997 to 310,616 in 2017.

BY ERIC NTALUMBWA
editorial@ug nationmedia com

EE Zakayo Omuwoza, Zakayo

Omuwoza, ali kumuti...."

is a Ugandan nursery
rhyme that gained prominence in
the 1980s and 1990s . It literally al-
ludes to the biblical Zacheaus, a tax
collector. Over 125 local schools and
groups made video recordings of the
song with Zakayo, a chimpanzee, in
the background.

“1am optimistic that
although Zakayo is gone, thy
19 chimpanzees he has lefy
behind, 284 indl'lidualanimah
comprising of 64 species
InUWEC's collection wil|
continue to give appoﬂunlf,
to Ugandans to Jearn and
care about the need to

adopt positive action for
livetihood improvement and
environmental sustainabillk,
which ars key in promating bty

The Survivor 2
Many years before Semuliki was domestic and lnf‘ermional
turned into a national park in the re- tourism growth.

mote part of Bundibugyo District in
western Uganda, a one-year-old male
chimpanzee who would later tun out
to be the famous Zakayo was found in
the forest range and seized. He found
his way to a new owner, an expatri-
ate who claimed to have rescued him
from illegal wildlife owners on June
10,1964.

At 13 years, there was a behavioural

her affairs. For fear of his wrath as

tervened and isolated him from the

PROF EPHRAIM KAMUNTU
MINISTER OF TOURISM,
WILDLIFE AND ANTIQUITIES

the other animal species at Uyg,

development of this captive juvenile analphamale, the male chimpanzees  group for closer monitoring and ;m‘ "‘:;: “He has largely contributed to Unecr

Chimpanzee. He became so aggres-  would mate with Amina in hiding. medication until his death on April i V°'h| self-sustainability and increaseinvis.

sive that he could no longer dance to 24,2018, i ;ﬂt‘l: m’;" itors numbers from 124,000in 1997,
the tunes of his master. The owner  Leadership According to the necropsy, he suc- . edg n April 310,616 in 2017,” reveals Musinguzi.
handed himover toEntebbeZoo,now  Hisreignasanalphacametoanend ~ cumbed to chronic gastroenteritis;a - 54" oo
the Uganda Wildlife Education Cen- _in 2010, after a peaceful handover of ~ severe inflammation of the stomach ¢, 7 Debate on the oldest Chimpanzes
tre (Uwec) on June 19,1976, wherehe  power to Matooke, one of the young and small intestines characterised Following reports about thedeathy
lived for 42 years till the time of his  and energetic males at the time. As by diarrhoea, abdominal pain, fever, Zakayo, the p_ubhc refeljred tohimz
death due to chronic gastroenteritis ~ a respected elder of his community,  energy loss, and dehydration. Due to the oldest chimpanzee in Uganda.»
last Thursday, April 26. he witnessed the challenge among  his age, he was highly vulnerable_ to “ Carplme Asiimwe, a veterinarianan

Between the 1960s and 1980s, when  Matooke, Aluma and Onapa for the  infections. UWEC saysatsome point, environment conservation leader a
2005 or animal circuses were at their  position as highest ranking male of  he refused medication making it dif- Budongo Conservation Field Statio
peak of operation, there was ram-  the group. ficult to treat him. He had become ~ Gone. (BCFS) disputes the statement, an
pant wildlife trafficking, but Zakayo  In their quest for power anditsas- senile, given his history. ) “He will be rather chooses to regard !u{n asth
survived and remained at peace in sociated privileges such as exclusive Zakayo was embalmed last Friday  remembered oldest chimpanzee in captivity.
Uganda. However, during his stay at mating rights and feeding, Zakayo andavigil was hgld in the evening at for: his Asiimwe says the oldest chimpar
the z00, he was exposed to smoking ~ was always amicable, He never dis-  Uwecbeach, his internal organs were bipedal zee inUganda is Marlene and belong
cigarettes and taking liquor that was ~ rupted the transfer of leadership or buried near hishome on April 28,2018 i to Ngogo Chimpanzee community i
offered by visitors, in return for his theirefforts of building allianceswith  and his skeleton preserved through gl thiul ' Kibale National Park. “Marlene is &
acrobatic antics and performances.  other members of the group. When- taxidermy for funu'e_research, educa- SOtV timated to be 68 years. Ngogohad th
Fortunately, he survived addiction ~ever there was disorder or aggres- tionand interpretation. movement  jargest community of Chimpanzee
and death then. sion, the discontented individual ran and strategic  with over 230 individuals in one con

to himtoseek comfort. After Zakayo's ~ Legacy positioning munity.”
Soclal Life reign, Matooke led the group up to  Zakayoisasuccess story forExSitu  away from The vet says the second oldestis:

Having set foot at the zoo early, ~2013,and Aluma, a former contender  conservation (preservation qf spe-  thejuveniles 65 years still in Kibale. She revea
Zakayo witnessed the arrival of new  took over to date. cies outside their natural habitat)in  3pd high that there is a 56-year-old callé
infant chimps in the 1970s who were  “He will be remembered for; his bi- ~ Uganda. The life span for chimpan- ranking Brown belonging to Kanyawa
victims of pet trade, bushmeat trade, ~ pedal gestures, slothful movement  zees is 50 to 60 years outside their chimns chimpanzee community is locat
and habitat destruction. He made and strategic positioning away from  natural habitats, and he lived till 54, duri P in Kibale. Budongo Forest also has
integration of new infants into the thejuvenilesand highranking chimps ~ with a few months to turn 55. His life : Hring 56- year-old strong and active fem:
group effortless, save for Kiri, aher-  during feeding aimed at avoiding ~ was plundered at a tender age, but §Ed'”9 in the Sonso chimpanzee communit
maphrodite chimp, considering his  competition,” says James Musinguzi, he survived all the misfortunes. Since alm;q at She reached menopause about
age and gender. UWEC executive director. reintroduction of captive chimpan- avoiding years ago.

Zakayo sired two offspring with zeesintothewildisacknowledgedto  competition.”  “Ithad been hypothesized thatca
Amina; Yankee, a female chimp who  Failing healthand death ) bevery problemutl_c for.themto start Ephraim tive apes live longer than their cou
died and Shaka, a 15-year-old male.  His health arose concern on April  over, Zakayo remained in Entebbe as K terparts in the wild, but in Ugan
Besides Amina, Zakayo had a crush 7, 2018. At the time, Uwec’s resident  an ambassador in the cause of pro- amuntu, we are witnessing the contrary. It
on Ruth, whom he made his favourite Veteringrizm Lawrence George Opio  tecting those in the wild: UWEC as Minister of amazing how wild chimpanzees ¢
during his youthful days. As he grew and Chimpanzee Trust Veterinary a powerful effective basis for pro- Tourism surviving amid threats,” says A

older, he begantokeepa clpser eyeon
.. Amina, for he was suspicious about

doctor Joshua Rukundo with the
support of zoo keepers quickly in- .

motion and advocacy. Through him,
funds have been raised tadook after

imwe.
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COhimpanzee viewing an
Kibale National Park

| Foreign Non Residents $150 (Shs

| 555000)

! Foreign Residents $100
(Shs70,000) ;
East Africans Shs100,00

| Ngambasland

| Foreign Non Resident part with
$88(325,600)

| Foreign Residents and EAC mem-

| bers $66 (Shs244,200) for a day
. trip. The fees include entrance
| fees, boat tripand guiding fees.

FACTS ABOUT CHIM-
PANZEES

Chimps and humans share a
DNA of 98.7 per cent. This is

a close relationship between

the two. Due to this, we share
expressive faces, big toes and
hands that can grasp. We also
show similar behaviours, and like
us chimps laugh when playing,
hug to show affection and are

able to walk upright.
Chimps have Infants every three
to four years

280N % Dot Lvu

Uganda Wildlife Education Centre
Foreign Residents:
(ShsL07m)

Foreign  residents:
(Shs740,000) .

East Africans: Shs200,000

$200

Kibale Forest, visitors get to watch
chimps between 6am - 6.30 am
until around 7pm.

Full day

Foreigners: $200 (Shs 740,000)
East Africans Shs.150,000.

Half day:

Foreigners $100 (370,000),
East Africans Shs75,000

o Inthe wild, chimpanzees live in
‘communitles’ or groups called
troops made up of around 15 to
80 members led by a dominant,
alpha male

¢+ Theyareonaverage 3t04.5
feet tall standing bipedal, aver-
age weight 55 to 110 pounds

¢+ Thelr gestation period is 8
months

+  Chimpanzees have a thickset
body with long arms, short legs
and no tail

¢+ They use tools for certain pur-
poses

s+ Chimps are agile climbers,
building nests high up in trees to
rest in during midday and sleep
in at night

¢ The female chimp has an estrus
cycle of about 34 to 35 days.

»  Whilein heat, the bare skinon,
a female Chimpanzee's bot-
tom becomes pink and swollen,
and she may mate with several
males

$290

Preservation. Zoo keepers and
doctors stuffed and embalmed
Zakayo at UWEC. Only the internal
organs of the ape were buried.
COURTESY PHOTO.
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Main threats to
chimpanzees in Uganda

The chimpanzee is classified
as endangered under the
International Union for
Conservation of Nature( IUCN)
and Natural Resources Red
List.

The threats include;

+  Habitat destruction

»  Snares

+  Poaching

¢+ Disease

+  Bushmeat trade
¢ Wildlife trafficking
¢+ Pettrade

; El
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ara on average three to 4.5 feet tall standing bipedal with an

e 1 1y 4 Apes. Chimpanzees
]!ua‘lpaﬂﬂ/.fee' average weight of 55 to 110 pounds (25 to 30 kilogrammes).

lpanzee in captivity

\EIHAD TO BESOMEWHERE INUGANDAZ

.1t would definitely k

Bubembe Island

MASINDI. | would be at the island because | love nature, w
islands provide a good getaway. Bubembe has good vegeta
there, you can also enjoy fresh fish. [tis also fun since trave
is by ferry which gives one a good view of Lake Victoria. [S
taacher]

Naggalabi Coronation Site
BUDO. Itis at the centre of the existence of Buganda
Buganda's kings are installed at this site. It is Uganda
that only accommadates the king before they assume
Kemirembe, architect)

Equator

KAYABWE. The equator is my ideal place to b
walk along the equator. The equator has a lot
surrounds it and stortellers are always there to
agood view of the sunrise and sunset which i
Lubega, trader]
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