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‘The economy is recalibrating, and data 
from Uganda Registration Services Bu- 
reau (URSB) suggest the change is hap- 
pening on multiple fronts. 
‘The URSB Annual Report 2024/25 
shows asharp rise in borrowing,explo- 
sive growth in creative sector registra- 
tions,a surge in copyright filings, and, 
at the same time,a slowdown in small 
business name registrations and for- 
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18 percentin D(‘( ember.Although there were minimal 
declines, 

while inw,slnr.v e 
made b he raf inesses he 
ibraled expectations. 
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Borrow and protect works: Why 
business formalisation is rising 

by 14.4 percent By contrast o 
‘mark applications rose by 11.4 
“This shift could reflect global 

eigntrademark applications. ic pressures affecting interns 
‘The datatells a story of an economy companies. It also suggests that d 

thatis becomingmore formal and cred- tic enterprises are becom 
it-driven, but also one that may be plac- fident and competitive. 
ingpressureon smaller enterpriscs. rhether this is a temporary < 

dovm or partofa broadr trend n 
The credit boom eign investment remains to be seen, 
‘The biggest headline from the report the divergence between local and 

isthe 66 percent jumpin security inter- eignfilingsis notable. 
est registrations,rising from 11,394 in - 
June 2024 to 18,913 in June 2025. This New company registrations ol 
suggests more businesses are borrow- New company registrations rer: 
ingand formally registering theirloans. largely stable, itha total of 23,40 
‘The report further shows that dis- companies registered, compa; 

charges rose by 462 percent, while can- 28,4140 June 2024,a marginal | 
cellation notices increased by 487 per- ofjust0.02 percent. 
centunder the Security Interest in Mov- The near-flat growth suggests 

‘w.able Property Registry (SIMPO), sign- silience in formal company It 
aling that loans are not just being tak- = \ tion despite broader econommic 2(i. 
en,they are actually being repaid, refi- RGN ‘ments. While business name re: 
‘nanged,or restructured. R TR tions dropped by 20.5 percent 
SIMPO allows lenders or any oth- e same period, incorporated ¢ 

er person to conduct an electronic LU AN ny registrations held firm, indi 
‘search on a movable asset t determine o\ NN sustained investor confidence in s 

‘whetheritis encumbered. T A tured business entities. The data p 
‘The URSB data indicates that busi- o toa shift in preference toward I picates LRt i S liability companies rather tha 

‘proprietorships and also sugzests i 
URSB data shows more artists are registering their music, transforming creative  entrepreneurs continue to form)’ 

‘which means dceper accesstofinanc’ | Key figures talentinto legally protected ntellectual property and valuable commercial busi- ~ operations, even as smaller inforri, 
ingforboth large and smallenterprises. 0 ness capital assets. PHOTO/EDGARRBATTE ‘operators show signs of caution. 

Creative sector awakened 66 /) omy, one that recognises intellectual  The numbers suggest more creators ~ Pressureonsmall businesses? 
‘The report also indicates that the cre- property not just as legal paperwork,  appear to be formalising their rights, _Business name registrations fel & 
ativeand innovation cconomy appears | Thereportshows 68 percentjumpln | butasbusinesscapital. apossible sign that the digital content  20.5 percent, while annual returns 
tobesteppingintothe formal space. | securlty Interestregltrations, rising _economy is expanding and becoming  clined slightly.and company forms 
Industrial design registrations in- | from 11,394 In June 2024 t0 18,913 In Copyrightfilings surge ‘more commercially conscious. Tesolutions dropped by 8.2 percent. I 
creased by 328 percent, while applica- | June 2025 ‘The momentum extends furtherto  However, while some strands have ex- ingly new company registra 
tionsrose by 70.8 percent. That isnota copyright registrations, which during panded,some have either stagnated or  remained almost unchanged. 
marginalrisesitisaleap. 0, the period under review rose by 42.7  retreated. “This pattern may suggest that shic 

Industrial designs cover the visual (0] percent, which may reflect growth in : » incorporated companies are holdin 
‘appearance of products, from fashion ‘music, film, publishing,software devel-  Foreignbrandactivity slows. steady, smaller sole proprictorsi: 
items and packaging to manufactured | industrial design registrations opment,and online content creation. ‘While local intellectual property fil- 
g00ds Such growth suggeststhat entre- | increased by 328 percent, whi Ina digital age where creative work  ings arerising, foreign trademark activi- 
preneurs and designers areincreasing- | applicationsrose by 70.8 percent. That | is distributed through streaming plat- ty tellsa ifferentstory. 
yseeking protection for their work. Isnotamarginalrise, It aleap. forms and online marketplaces, pro-  Foreign trademark applications de- 
~ Thissignals 2 maturing creative econ- tectingownershiphasbecome ritical.  clined by 21 percent,while renewals fell 
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