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Amach cattle market faces
closure over chlld prostitution

Concerns. Authorities claim
girls have abandoned school to
sell their bodies in the weekly
market.

BY JEAN FRANK OKOT
editorial @ug.nationmedia.com

LIRA. Leaders in Amach Sub-
county, Lira District, have re-
solved to close Amach livestock
market on weekdays following
concern over rising child pros-
titution.

The authorities claim that sev-
eral girls between 13 and 16 are
engaged in prostitution in the
market that runs from Thursday
to Saturday.

The market attracts business
people from the neighbouring
Oyam, Dokolo, Kaberamido and
Kole districts, while others come
as far as Kenya, Sudan and Tan-
zania.

“We will close down the Amach
market on weekdays so that our
pupils can stay in school from
Monday to Friday,"

BERNARD ADOKO, AMACH SUB-COUNTY
CHAIRMAN .

The sub-county chairman, Mr
Bernard Adoko, said: “We will
close down the' Amach market
on weekdays so that our pupils

- can stay in school from Monday
to Friday,” Mr Adoko said.

Uncertain future. A woman at her s_fall inAmach markgt, Lira District, last year. PHoT0 8Y BILL OKETCH

Ms Harriet Aboko, the Amach

" Sub-county chief, said about 10
young girls aged between 13 and
14 were recently arrested at the
market while selling ground-
nuts, pineapples and second-.
hand clothes. “When wearrested
the girls, none of their parents or
guardian appeared to claim re-
sponsibility for them. We later
handed them over to police,” Ms
Aboko said in an interview on

Monday. “Some of the arrested . Those in uniform helped us t

glrls were in school uniform.

10,000

identify their friends whom they
had come along with at the may-
ket,” he added.

The distriect chairman, My
Alex Oremo Alot, backed the syp

county leadership on the ney
resolution.

NUMBER OF PEOPLE The North Kyoga Region po-
WHO VISIT THE MARKET  lice spokesperson, Mr David On-
EVERY WEEK gomMudong, said the resolution

should be put in writing so that
pohce can enforce 1t
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