T Sceds of Gold

Launched in 2024 in the three
sub counties of Harugongo,
I§1at;%usu and Hakibale in Ka-

le district, the transfor-
mative project aims at uplift-
ing lives of the marginalised

individuals.

SEGUJJA BYOMUGABI

his compound Ka- :
bagona Village in Mu- :

trict unaided. The visually-im- :
pauedfzth&d‘sulnhssem 3
al steps next to a pick-up truck

parkedin his

compound. 3
“There are visitors herehe :
Sys, smiling from ear to ear. :
=And you are welcome. Al-

ways” 3
His wife, Monica Kanyunyuz- :
ia, tells us how Mr Ba- :
sariza’s lack of sight has not :
stopped him from scaling :

heights. :
“He can detect danger and :
moves freely to his banana :
and coffee gardens, monitors
'his pigs,can cook and go about

other chores,”she says.

#Seenmarried for 21 years.And :
just like many other couples :
from his village and beyond, :
- faced several domestic prob-

lems.

glasses. z
“The constant fightswerenot :
helping”he says, proudly lead- :
ingustoapigstyinthemiddle :
of abanana and coffee planta- :
umh‘}epehmdonethlssev 3

eral times.

mashtplsldx,'hesavs,pomt- :
ing at a sow in one of the sty’s -
Theeight-week :

plgletsaredueforsale.

We fought a lot over small
matters - :

SEGUJJA
BYOMUGABI

village in Ny-
abuswa Par-
ish, Kabarole
District.

Grb qual How lives have been

~ dSOS lo-

4

o4l

i, jé ¢

transformed in Kabarole, Kamwenge

Most of us are left in awe.
He continues. “On aver-

: age, we harvest 10 bunch- :
: es of bananas every week.
: These we sell locally which :
: has helped us improve our :
: financial capacity”

Similarly, Mr Innocent

: Mutegeki, a resident of
i Bubandi village in Nyabus-
: wa Parish and his wife An-
: netKasembohavestartedto :
: harvest the fruits of working  :

The couple, married for

: nine years now, are proud
: owners of a 2.5-acre piece
: ofland - bought at Shs3.6m
: - on which they grow cow- :
: peas,bananas,and Irish po- :
: tatoes to supplement their :
: income.

Besides another small

: business, they have also :
: bought goats,and a domes-

tic garden where they har-

W

iy

: vest food for home con- :
: sumption. : :
“This transformation :
*\would never have been pos- :
: sible three years back. We :
fought alot and Iwent back :
: to my parents house about :
: three times becauseIcould :
: not stand the poverty we :
: were enduring,”Ms Kasem- :
: bonarrates. 5

Like the Basarizas, the :
Mutegekis are part of a wid- :
: er network of beneficiaries :
: of the Grow Equal Project - :
: aninitiative that has since :
: transformed their lives :
: throughmind setchange.  :

: Thebeginning

Launched in 2024 in

: the three sub counties
: of Harugongo, Mugusu

and Hakibale in

: Kabarole district, the

transformative project

WHY THIS MAT-
TERS

The project not only
supports mothers
and female caregivers
to build resilient mi-
cro-enterprises, but
it also helps fund com-
munity savings groups
(such as Village Sa-
vings and Loan Asso-
ciations) toimprove
household income and
keep vulnerable child-
reninschool.

Education,

implementing partners.
The programme operates

: lished community program-

~ i ming-Kabarole, Kamwenge :

%  and Wakiso districts.

L ¢ caregivers to build resilient

* micro-enterprises, but it also
: helps fund community sav-
ings groups (such as Village

: childreninschool.

in regions where SOS Chil- :
dren’s Villages has estab- :

The project not only sup- :
ports mothers and female :

Savings and Loan Associa- :
: tions) to improve household :
¢ income and keep vulnerable :

¢ “Through various commu- :
: nity training programmes, :
: we were equipped with
: critical thinking and deci:
: sion-making skills which :
: havehelped ustoparticipate :
: in income generating activ-
: ities,” Basaliza, a councillo:

: ing with Disabilities (PWDs)
: atthesub-countysays.

The 18-week trainings have

: trict. 3
: In Katumba Village, Kibu- :
: rara Parish, Hakibaal
: Sub-county, Kabarole Dis-
: aims at uplifting lives of the :

: marginalized individuals :
: by providing basic services
isuch as
: Civic education and
: community mobilization. :
: It is championed by SOS
: Children’s Villages in :
: partnership with the
: Austrian Development :
i Agency, the project also :
: focuses on women’s :
empowerment, social :
protection, and green :
: economic opportunities :
:through SHERESA,
: ACODOWE and Toci as

trict, Margaret Muntu has al-

so benefitted from the pro- :
: ject, while in Rwamwan- :
i ja Settlement Camp, Kam-
: wenge district refugees say :

the birth of Grow Equal Pro-

: ject has significantly impact-

ed their livelihoods while in

: Uganda.

Muntu, a widow has been
able to complete the con-

house she shares with two
sickly minors.
“This particular village is

produce, most of them

50 owns several acres of land

In Rwamwanja Settlement,

: Grow Equal Project operates
: in Ntenungi zone which has

three villages - Ntenungi A,B
andC.
Each village has 60 house-

: holds, according to Ms. Sai-

dat Namutosi, the communi-

ty Empowerment and child

protection officer revealed.
“One of the core focus

3 : areas is the Green Economic
: since empowered several :
: individuals across Mugusu :
: Sub-county in Kabarole dis- :

Empowerment which
provides seed funding,

Ob A ! neeimlm Ghd,

{

financial literacy, and‘)

: business management

training to help women

: transition into sustainable,
: environmentally friendly
: livelihoods,” Ms Namutosi

reveals.
Bahati Teopista,42 is a fa-

: ther of seven who fled from

DR Congo in 2019 says bbe-

: fore the project, they hard-
: ly had what to eat, domes-
: tic violence was on the raise,
: girl child suffered the most
: while meeting medication
: fundsseemed hard.

struction of her moderate :

“Today everything has

: gradually changed and can
: now participate in develop-
;- mental activities like agricul
¢ well known for Mairungi :
: (khat) farming, which is :
: mainly done by women. :
: Every time they sold their :
: Thefuture
would end up fighting with :
: their spouses for the money. :
Domestic violence was rife,”
: shesays.

“Many families were de- :
stroyed. But some of us are :
: living better lives because :
: we undertook transforma- :
: tional trainings that helped :
: uslookat life differently”
Arole model, Ms Muntu al- :

ture where we have gardens
and rear pigs to boost the
earnings,”he said.

Mr Basaliza has started
lobbying for funds to start

: an apiary project for People
: Living with Disabilities.

“I have already started
the pilot project on my
farm. I am targeting about
500 individuals in the
subcounty. Hopefully, if they

: can embrace this, they can

improve economically on

: the household level”he says.
onwhich she grows different :
: typesofcrops.

He speaks for several other

* beneficiaries.
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