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ABSTRACT

This study investigated the role of cultural tourism in promoting tourism development in
Uganda, using Ewaffe Cultural Village as the case study. Specifically, the research sought to
examine how cultural tourism activities contribute to tourism development, assess the influence
of cultural tourism on tourist arrivals at Ewaffe Cultural Village in Mukono District, and analyze
the extent to which cultural tourism supports income generation and enhances the livelihoods of

local communities within Mukono District.

The study adopted a descriptive research design and employed a quantitative research approach.
Data were obtained from a target population of 60 respondents, of whom 52 constituted the
accessible population. Simple random sampling and purposive sampling techniques were used to
select the study participants. Information was gathered using structured closed-ended
questionnaires and interview guides. The collected data were analyzed using the Statistical
Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS), which generated frequency distributions, descriptive
statistics (means and standard deviations), as well as reliability and validity tests, correlation

analysis, and regression analysis to address the study objectives.

The findings of the study indicated that cultural tourism has a positive and statistically significant
influence on tourism development. Based on these results, the study recommends strengthening
cultural tourism initiatives by promoting cultural performances, preserving cultural heritage
attractions, and supporting traditional cultural practices and lifestyles, as these aspects play an
important role in enhancing tourism development. The study further concludes that the key
dimensions of cultural tourism possess strong predictive potential in explaining and promoting

tourism development.

Xii



CHAPTER ONE

BACKGROUND OF STUDY
1.0 Introduction

This chapter presents the introductory components of the study, including the background,
statement of the problem, general and specific objectives, research questions, scope of the study,
significance of the study, and the conceptual framework that guides the research.

1.1 Background of study
Tourism is one of the largest and most dynamic sectors in the world, contributing immensely to

global economic growth, social integration, and cultural exchange. Globally, international tourist
arrivals reached approximately 1.4 billion in 2024, representing about 95% of pre-pandemic
levels (UNWTO, 2024). The travel and tourism industry contributed around US$10.9 trillion to
the world’s GDP and supported over 330 million jobs globally, making it one of the top

employers and income generators across various economies (WTTC, 2024).

Culture, as defined by Tylor (1871), is a complex whole encompassing knowledge, beliefs, art,
morals, laws, and customs acquired by individuals as members of society. Richards (2018)
defines cultural tourism as “the movement of persons to cultural attractions in cities, towns, and
rural areas with the aim of gathering new information and experiences that meet their cultural

needs.”

At the global level, findings from the Travel Association of America survey, as reported in
previous studies, indicated that 46% of American travelers participated in cultural activities
during their trips. Among these travelers, approximately one-third extended the duration of their
visits in order to engage in additional cultural experiences. This translated to 26.8 million adults
adding some 14 million additional nights.($48,000 vs. $37,000)(Gail & Lord, 2023).

Across Africa, cultural tourism serves as an important driver of sustainable growth, social
inclusion, and socio-economic transformation. In South Africa, cultural heritage resources
represent significant attractions for both domestic and international visitors. Cultural sites such
as the Zulu Cultural Villages in KwaZulu-Natal and the Cradle of Humankind provide
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