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Nam's manuscript ulti-
mately reads like a text
that exceeds its own
genre classification. Itis
too literary to be purely
analytical, too analytical
tobe purely literary,
too political to be safely
neutral (to his own det-
riment), and too nation-
alin scope to remain
private reflection.

BY TONY MUSHOBOROill

he late Joe Nam's manuscript is
not merely a long-form political
essay; it is a work that straddles lit-
erature, historical interpretation,

and national diagnosis with an ambi- -

tion that exceeds its structural restraint.
Whatever one makes of its anguments,
tone, or historical framing, one conclu-
= is difficult to avoid: Nam appears
have underestimated the political
weight his writing would carry once re-
leased into a polarised interpretive en-
vironment.

This is not a book that sits comforta-
bly in academic neutrality It is a text
that actively intervenes in the story of
Uganda; its leadership history,its insti-
tutional memory, and its imagined fu-
tures, That intervention is precisely
What gives it force, but also what made
1t politically sensitive.

A book written as history, read as
Judgment

Nam writes in a style that fuses epic |
national storytelling, moral philosophy, |

political critique, and mythic symbol-

ismof place and memory. The result is |

a narrative in which Uganda is not just

described, but evaluated at every tumn; |

its leaders, its institutions, its econom-

izchoices, and its social behaviour are |
laced under sustained interpretive |

Ppressure.

| tions are those dealing with inequality

Churchill's colonial-era praise of Ugan- |
daisused as abenchmark of unrealised |
Ppotential,and from there the text builds |
along moral arc of“promise versus de- |
viation.”That framing is powerful—but
alsoinherently charged.It invites read-

ers not just to understand Uganda, but

to judge its trajectory against an ideal- |
ised historical pmjecu'o_rx That is where |

the political gravity begins.

Diagnosis vs accusation
One of the book’s defining features

| are likely where readers—supportive

is its refusal to separate structural cri- |

tique (institutions, economy, govern-

ance) from moral interpretation (fail- |
ure, neglect, betrayal). This creates a ten- |
sion that runs through the entire man- |
uscript. At it:s strongest, the book reads
like a sweeping diagnosis of postcoloni- |

alinstitutional strain. At its most vulner-

able, it reads like a moral indictment of |

entire political generations.
That dualityislikely intentional, but it

also means the text is easily pulled into |
competing interpretations—academ- |

ic,po_litjcal,ideological, and emotional.
This is precisely what makes it political-
ly“heavy”.

Anationalstorytold asasinglearc

Nam'’s Uganda is presented as a con-
tinuous historical organism. From
pre-colonial order and conflict to colo- |
nial encounter and reinterpretation. |
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The Day Museveni goes:
A catalogue of punchlines

vent moral geometry contributes to the

book's force, bnit also reinfirees its polit-
ical interpretability: rearlers do not en-
ceninter a detached observer, bnit a wt-
er clearty irrvested in a direction of mor
al judgrnent about national life.

Mam’s manuscript ultimately reads
like a text that exceeds its own genre
classification. Itis too literary to be prre-
Iy anakytical too analytical to be purely
Iiterary, too political to be safely neutral
(to his avn detniment), and too nation
alin scope to rernain private reflection.
‘That combination is precisely whry the
book carnes political gravity,

Whether one agrees with its conclu-
sions or not, the manuscript demon-
strates a rare quality: it treats Uganda
not as a collection of events, but as a his-
torical question still unresolved. And in
domg so,it places itself insice that ques-
tion, perhaps more deeply than the au-
thor intended

RIP

As you read this, Nam is no longer
alive. He was killed by a cold bullet at
1am, the night of Sunday, April 19. The
most striking irony of this work is this:
it reads like a writer trying Yy prepare
a country for a future transifion, while
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stagnation,and finally the anticipation

sistently framed as: resilient,overbur- A 1400
of transition and rupture. PHOTOS/COUR-  dened,structurally constrained, yet per- unintentionally preparing himself for a
This continuity gives the bookits nar-  TESY/AMAZON  sistently hopeful. On the other hand, ~ Published: legacy he could not fully control. That
rative power. But it also compresses elites are often framed in sharper mor- 2023 is what makes the book enclure beyond
complex historical causality into a sin- al contrast, to put it mildly. This une- its pages.
gle explanatory arc, where many differ-
ent forces are ultimately folded intoone |
storyline of unrealised national poten- Th e
tial. That compression is rhetonically ef-
fective—but politically consequential, au u] or

because it reduces space for alternative
readings.
Economic narrative: The book’s
sharpestblade
The most analytically forceful sec-

and consumption patterns, capital for-
mation and private sector weakness,
State spending inefficiencies, diaspo-

ra dependence, and structural underin- = f -
vestment in productive sectors.
Here,Nam s at his most concreteand ©  Joe Nam,
least metaphorical. The critique be- . aveteran
comes legible in economic terms rath- | journalist, was
er than symbolic ones. These passages = shot dead by CONGRATULATIONS
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ciety is emotionally charged but al- : late last month.
50 deeply humane in parts. Ordinary |

citizens—the “wanainchi"—are con-
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