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KYOTERA. The government, through
the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal
industry and Fisheries (MAAIF), has
started compensating Project Affect-
ed Persons (PAPs) in Kyotera District
to pave the way for expanded oil palm
growing under the Sango Bay Oil Palm
Development Programime.

A total of Shs10b has been released by
the government to facilitate the com-
pensation exercise, with 182 PAPs al-
ready paid. The affected residents had
been displaced to allow for the estab-
lishment of oil palm plantations,a pro-

ject the government says will spur so-
cio-economic transformation in the
greater Masaka Sub-region, particular-
ly in Kyotera and neighbouring Rakai

S

Speaking during a recent multi-stake-
holder engagement meeting at the
Kyotera District headquarters, officials

Govl to compensate Sango Day palm oil PAPs

from MAATF emphasised that the com-
pensation process is being done in ac-
cordance with government guidelines
to ensure fairness and restore liveli-
hoods.

The meeting brought together var-
ious stakeholders to review progress,

- address emerging concerns and out-
~ line priorities for the 2026/2027 finan-

cial year.

The compensation exercise marks °
- asignificant milestone in the imple-
- mentation ofthe project,asland acqui-
- sition had initially slowed progress in
° SOIme areas.
- With funds now disbursed and pay- !
- mentsongoing,authoritiessay the pro-
- jecthasregained momentum.
~ Mr Geoffrey Lubinga, the Kyotera Dis-
trict production officeryunderscored :

the importance of farmer ownership.

“0il palm is a long-term investment.
Farmers must closely mormitor their
gardens and follow technical guidance
to ensure good yields,"he said during
an interview on Tuesday.

He warned of the emerging anthills
as amajor threat to young seedlings in
several gardens, urging early interven-
tion to prevent yield losses.

Expansionintonewareas
Save for operations in Kakuuto, Kabi-

ra and Kyebe, planting activities have
: expanded into the sub-counties of
: Kirumba,Nabigasa and Kalisizo.

Project coordinators say 402 hec-
tares have been lined and preparesd

. for planting, while 132 hectares were

plantedin the first phase of the project.
Atotal of 246 farmers are participat-
ing in the programme, with 81 farm-

ers having already established five
acres each under direct support. Gov-
ernment has procured 114,881 seed-
lings for planting across 270 hectares
to scale up production.

Kyotera District is targeting 1,000 hec-
tares of oil palm for the 2026/2027 fi-
nancial year, a goal stakeholders
achievable if farmer commitme
technical supervision remain stro

Farmer financing model
The oil palm programme operates on
a loan-based model designed to ease
the burden on smallholder farmers
during the establishment phase.
Farmers receive between Shs10m
and Shs11m per hectare to cover bush
clearing, lining, holing, pl: L
iser application and mainte

Repavment begins oniv after harves

ing starts, providing far
grace perind as the p
Officials, however, caut
diversion of funds as some

portedly abandoned oil
termn crops. undermin
‘Mr Lubinga stre

Service delivery

lementation is su

anting, fertiliser appli-

cation and agro-input supply services.

He emphasised that oil palmis atech-
] rrect spacing,
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