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L__moting and protecting health. This
h of Uganda years World Health Day"themc—"lbgmher
«s embarked for health. Stand with science.”—could not
ion trees by be more timely or more urgent.It reminds
us that the greatest health challenges of our
rations for generation cannot be solvgd inisolation.
aniversary The theme captures three important parts
of global and Ugandan health as a collective
da for this responsibility.science-driven action,and a
lemented. one health approach, linking human health,
country’s animal health and environmental sustaina-
bility together.
syastated As an ambassador, I have the privilege of
.drought seeing first-hand how interconnected our .
isplaced world truly is. Health does not stop at bor-
qusing a ders. The focus on collective responsibility
resonates even more powerful in Uganda’s
against current moment. Major donors, both glob-
t it has al funds and bilateral donors, are forced to
ywever scale back funding due to shifting global pri-
wiron- orities.

* The full extent of theimpact is only becom-
viron- ing clear on a day-to-day basis. While the
those ministries of Finance and Health are under-
2 TVS, taking the tremendous task of keeping track
ad to of evolving donor contributions, the Auditor

General's 2026 report already warned Ugan-
hese da that the country will lose $312.8 million
mal (about Shs1.2 trillion) in development-part-

ner budget support from FY2025/26 on-
wards. As external financing declines, Ugan-
da’s health sector will increasingly depend
on more targeted and efficient public in-
vestment to maximise impact, prioritising
high-burden areas and essential services.

In a joint Team Europe effort, the Europe-
an Union, Belgium and many of our fellow
EU member states are continuing to support
Uganda and global health systems. This sup-
port comes through many ways: providing

funds to the Global Fund to Fight Aids, Tu-
berculosis and Malaria or the Vaccine Alli-
ance, the African Centres for Disease Control
and Prevention, the World Bank, NGO’s and
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World Health Day: Together
for health. Stand with science

The path ahead de-
mands responsible lea-
dership, evidence-based
planning, and shared
commitment at every

level.

UN agencies who in their turn support the
Ministry of Health to implement its health
strategic plan to the best of their abilities.

As Belgium, we are grateful for the excel-
lent collaboration between Belgium’s im-
plementing agency Enabel and the Min-
istry of Health, district officials and health
centres, in addressing the three delays pre-
venting health care: the delay in the deci-
sion to seek care (the first delay); the delay
in reaching health care (the second delay);
and the delay in receiving adequate health
care (the third delay). We work with the Bel-
gian Red Cross to strengthen the function-
ing of the Ugandan Red Cross services; with
humanity and inclusion to foster a nurtur-
ing care environment for children with dis-
abilities and with Veterinaries Without Bor-
ders on the One Health approach, reflected
in the theme of this year’s World Health Day.
Many EU member states support similar in-
itiatives, seeking to secure the quality and
continuity of care that Ugandan communi-
ties deserve.

As our fellow EU member states however,
we encounter structural obstacles that limit

the success of our joint health programmes.
Public spending in Uganda’s health sector

remains insufficient, which directly affects

our a_bility to implement sustainable inter-
ventions. Health is not only a social priori-
ty but a fundamental driver of economic
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foundation of Uganda’s human capita| ;-
its ambition for accelerated national g, /"l’

opment. :
In this spirit of shared responsibility W

urge the Government of Uganda to take oo

crete steps to protect investments in hup, a;'

resources for health, ensure reliable elecy ;

ity supply for all health facilities, strengty, .

and adequately fund the health workf,, "

- particularly in refugee-hosting distrj,.

address absenteeism through strongey 'ar’

countability mechanisms and uphold g,

access to essential and emergency heg),

services for every Ugandan. Stre“gthenjn,,'
accountability at all levels, from comm, ¢
ties to health facilities, will be essentiz| )|
ensure that services are responsive, reliap|.
and trusted by the people they serve,
As EU member states, and as Belgium
are committed to taking our responsibj]+.
seriously. Together for health is not just 3
gan for us; it is a principle we put into pr,
tice through long-standing support to U,
da’s health sector. But partnership requir
mutual effort.

We call upon the Government of U,
da to match this commitment from don,-
and the Ugandan population. Belgium -,
our EU colleagues hold a clear accountar,
ity to our taxpayers in Belgium and the -

" tire European Union, to ensure that the -
sources we invest deliver real and meas) -
bleresults for the people of Uganda.

We also call upon you, the people of U+
da,to seek assistance from health servic
trust evidence-based medical interven i --
and to encourage and facilitate mother; -,
reach and deliver in health facilities.

Uganda is entering a new era. The
ahead demands responsible leadershiy -
idence-based planning,and shared cor ;-
ment at every level. If Uganda stands

science,and stands together — governin:p;:

partners, civil society, and communiies —
then even in a time of shrinking donor ;-
sources, the country can build a health ..
tem that is resilient,sustainable, and vo;1

of every Ugandan life.
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H.E. Hugues Chantry,
Ambassador of Belgium

growth—just as education is—forming the
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