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The invitation by the United States under President Dop-
ald Trump for Ugandatg joina“, initi
ativeisa critical shify inthe globa]
Scape,one that Kampala ca

development land-
nnot afford tq

0lgnore byt must ap-
proach with Caution and clarity,
Atits core, the initiatiye 8

eeks to replace tyq
cipient relation ships with

is advancing a framework built on
e-market reforms, mutual Profitability anq national owner-
shi Pment priorities
For Uganda, long reliant op foreign assistance in critical sec-
tors such as he ,education, and humanitarian Support, this
Proposal presens both an OPportunj i

ty and a rigk. On the one
hand, 5 Pivot towarg trade coulq stimuy
The issue: ate economje BIOwWth, attract foreign in
US deg| Vestment, anq reduce dependency onun-
% bredictable aid flows,
Our view: Yet, the Promise of trage Is not a silyer
Uganda must et. Trade thn‘ves"m Environments de.
0 i;\r'-\ frirn fined by strong Institutions, transparent
s e sy 8OVernance apq Competitiye markets, ar-
resist ”‘9 ‘ €as where Ugan g, continues to face per
lemptatlon sistent challenges, Without meanin
to view thig réforms, the country risks entering p
Cinitiative as Nerships that disproportionately benefit
“either wholly foreign inves"tors while o ering limiteq
beneﬁcial 8ans toloca] ipg ies and workers
orentin ely Oreover, the abpy

Pt scaling ba.ck of
e aid and a glopy decline in development
detrimenta], assistance, rajges Immediate concerng,
i Ugandajs among the countrieg heavily af.
fected by the reduction i aid, which haye historic
ed essentia] Services iti

The US insists
ingit to he “t eted, conditiong], ﬁme-bound, and me
by results While is may €ncourage accountability jt a), sig-
Umsactional relationship, onethat Drioritises sty

gn
critical socia) sectors that cannot Yetbe sustaineq
Without external Support,

This moment calls for deliberate Policy choiceg, Strengthep.
ing domestie resource mobilisation, tackling COrTuption, ang
Creating a conducive environment for local enterpy
€ssential if Uganqa isto negotj

€rprises will he
ate from a pogitio,
de, unlike aid,is not charit_y asitd

n of .si:'rength.

. Paredness, If hap.
ed stmtegically,it could mark the beginning
liant €conomic fytype,

If mishandled jt risks €Xposing the country to new forms of
dependency,this timenot op, aidbut o unequal trade, ;
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® Tobe accurate g
[ ]

nd fair in all we do.

® Tobe respectful to allin Our pursuit of the truth,
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