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Gulu City cracks down onillegal school boarding facilities

BY TESOWICH

_GU!.U. Schools in Gulu City operat-
ing illegal boarding facilities risk los-
ing their licences for violating Ministry
of Education and Sports guidelines, city
authorities have warmed.

The warning follows reports that sev-
eral schools in the city are running un-
authorised night boarding facilities de-

spite lacking the required licences and

safety clearances,

Gulu City Town Clerk Innocent Ahim- :

bisibwe said investigations had estab-
lished that some schools were provid-

ers without approval from the Educa-
tion i

In a May 6 letter copied to the Resident
City Commissioner, the mayor, City Po- |
lice Commander, and the secretary for
health and education, Mr Ahimbisibwe
directed the affected schools toimme-

diately stop the practice,
“This letter serves as a formal warning

regarding the unauthorised operation :

. tential criminal charges, you are direct-
- ed to cease residential services imme-

of boarding facilities in Gulu City fol- :

lowing a recent incident at Layibi Cen-

part

. icates from the Ministry of Education

and Sports,”it adds.

Mr Ahimbisibwe warned that schools
found flouting the guidelines would
face legal action, including closure and
possible criminal

“To avoid furtherlegal action, includ-

ing revocation of your licence andpo!

tral Primary School,”the letter reads in _'

1 learnt that some schools are offer-
ng overnight residential services and |
dormitories to learners without the re- |
. : . quired licences, permits, or safety certif-
ing overnight accommodation to learn-

In January 2024, education
stakeholders appearing

before the Education Policy
Review Commission proposed
restrictions on boarding schools,
particularly forlower primary
learners. The educationists
argued that young children are
more vulnerable in boarding
settings and called for stricter

regulation of dormitories to
oA fety.
i \leer?v?sagbt% :dgasd 2bbiie

diately by stopping overnight boarding

. pperations, he warned. -
. According to city authorities, both gov- -
. ernment-aided and privately o_wned :
. schools are implicated in the illegal |
| practice.

Most of the learners reporteg:]}y stay-
ing in the unauthorised boarding facil-

ities are Primary Leaving Examination
(PLE, idates preparing for national
o . antee the safety and welfare of learmer,
However, several school admnns‘n'a- : under their care.
tors contacted by Daﬂt}-fh Monitor %e-

i mment on the matter for : > :
e : of boarding schools, especially folloy.

examinations later this year.

fear of sanctions from authorities.

The Town Clerk furthe:: directed
school managements to notify parents |
- i and guardians before the start of sec-
* ond:term and ensure affected learners

either return home or are relocate

licensed boarding schools, o
“Ensure all learners living in allegeq

boarding facilities vacate the prery,..

es with immediate effect unjes; Der-

 mission is obtained from the Ministr,

of Education and Sports,”the directyy,
states. )

Authorities also emphasiseq that
schools have a responsibility to guar-

The crackdown comes amid groy.
ing national concerns over the safety
ing a series of deadly fire outbreaks i
schools across the country that haye

claimed lives and destroyed PIOperty
worth millions of shillings.
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