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[FALLFROM GRACE

Qulgoing Speaker
2 ient Annet
Al ong's recent

exper ience and
annoing probe over her
Jalleged involvement in
corruption echo those
of Egyptian Pharach
Ramesses Il In Percy
Bysshe Shelley's Sonnel,
‘Ozymandias’, Once an
absolute colossus who
had taken on a larger-
than-life personality,
dictating the fates of
millions by virtue of
her political seat, Anlta
Among has now been
reduced to a mere
cautionary tale. The
grand houses, luxury
cars and ambition, which
are hallmarks of her
speakership legacy, have
proved no match for
the relentless erosicn
of time, scandal and a
section of the public that

feels wronged by Among.

Her fall was not sudden,
but an agonisingly

slow unravelling, writes
Dedan Kimathl.

by [ N

) ¥ erved  Kad, bent
in the 10th Parliament, Anita  warm, 50 much ,:e di\m‘:
Among’s relationship with first timer, she was handed the
the then-Speaker Rebeom demanding task of deputising
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Eﬁm FDC MP SPEAKS OUT

Speaking on condition of anonymily, a western Uganda-
hailing palitician who has since decamped to NRM but
rose Lhrough Forum for Demaocratic Change (FOC) ranks
with Among, says she cught to have been wiser.

“The way the NRM sysiem operates, when you are
fortunate enough Lo be in such a position, you must
be very careful with the way you do things. Even if you
have a lot of money, you don't lavishly spend It Take
an example, where the President would go and give
3h20m and Among comes and gives sh100m at the
same function. So, you ralse that suspicion and call it for

yoursell.”

However, having known her for guite some time, he said
questions about Among's credibllity, especially regarding
financial matiers, have long been an cpen secret,

He disclased that during Lheir time in the FDC, Among
was ance questioned over suspicious funds entering
lrh::nnanv. which had been traced back to a known NRM

er.

“They were questieL:'nq the source and it was not

clear,” the source sa

However, actording to political analyst Charles
Rwomushana, the current situation lends credence to
the anzlogy that the majority of political actors in the
country, no matter how poweriul, are merely pawns in
the larger scheme of things and, therefore, disposable

when it matters,
the owigoing Bugweri County
ember of Parlament (MFP)

M
Abdu Katunz on the House

has recently bounced back into
e -

To this day, many former
comrades,

committee  on  commisshons, including ~ Fred
suanstory authorities and state it wha
enterprises i E). represensed Rujumbura County
COSASE would im the 1h Padiamem: on
command nationel amention  Forum for Democratic Change
during the Bank of Uganda  (FDC) ticket, sull marvel at what

(BOU) probe into the collapse
of Crane Bank Lid (CBL).

In a symbalic full drde
TR
May 2019, Among remmed

of the House with much fanfare
and song, a touching scene that

became of the duo’s political

chemistry.

“We worked with her on
COSASE. She had a pood
working  relationship  with
mast of the members, At that
tme, we didnt notice that
there would be fricions that
would now manifest in the 11th
Parliament. [ am not sure where
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things stanied .,
Turyamuhwesz; said
However, tho
wo say the faliny, s
10 the heated Spe,,
of 2021, in which, .
contesting on ap, |
ticket, faced o
cveniual winner,
O

Movement (NI
previously served 5,
for pwo lerms,

He was sirongly
Amang, who wem
Deputy Speaker, i
was appointed
Prime  Minister
for East African
Allairs. Following
tragic demise on

AMONG DRAWS FIRST g,
However, tensions b,
ron ladies” w,

surface on March |
during a funci
Annet  Among’s
home in Nalina Zo
Easi constituency in
district, when 1t
vowed 1o politica
an unnamed oppoang, |
many in anendanc

10 be Kadaga.

“There are

around saying the

s Ks
did she do for you? [
anything?™

“l want to tell
the people who are §
are fighting you. And
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INEVITABLE?

i thare aveny those old
3,1 becase they want 1o
o "If 1 problems, they want
» 40 PPMain poor, whereas
v, 1em, Kaml is developed
™ " YU want te develop
2 Weare gring tn develop
mong added.
* this, 5 group of local
broke o in a Lusoga
hitakula,

| mafes intrigue."
‘erestingly,  carlier  the
day, ‘while adedressing
Mammeth crowd that

up to enrol In the NIAM
at Apopong Primary
in  Kolir sub-county,
a district, she had made
e ursetiling sWlements.
There are people who are
"a¥ing they want to recalm
!I-w seal. They want 10 reclaim
"e Speaker's seat, What did
'ird leave there?™  Among
kpy

 Among funber quipped “what
Ve’ we done? You mean in
20, we don't need a Speaker?
! Bukedea, we don't need a
I:T.! er?” i
Howeyer, Among who prides
" bing protecied by the blood
s, warned that their plar'
it materialise.
o Maybe | am a betier asset
an therm and | want 1o tell you
" are sl there. By the grace
' Cod, those who think they
Eving 1o contnue fighting
Iimll be put 10 shame,” she
i
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VB nacanaa rETALITE
e starements, coupled with
ang’s anempt to adopt the
a Busoga’ moniker, long
Wiociaed with Kadaga due
* her exiended service 1o the
"gion,  reponedly  unsenled
‘hm-u"\! of the Busoga poliveal
When Kadaga lost the coveted
“E pany NAM  central
@ comminee seal in
last year, the already
wig cold war between
* o camps did not ease.
A escalated.
divisions came o a
uring a high-level NRM
on January 9, 2026,
ga where  President
Museveni, personally,
clled to inquire about
whereabouts of  Kadaga
lirds state minister Persis

2 you going 1o the meetng?
She said she had not been
Uwiied, | rang the Speaker

fAmong), 1 sakd why id you
ot Invite Rebecea? Then she
wald, no, all Mag-hearers were
Invited,” Musevenl namated.

=Then, | rang. You know | am
always ke a mediator, going
here, ringing. | rang Aehecca
again and sakd, you were
invited as a fagbearer. She
sald, how did they Invite me on
1 fin or what? Then, when
gt here, | said how did you
invite Kadaga?™ he added.
Refore advisdng the reglon
o embrace  unily, saylng

T ple must come out
5 pmn;. Arguing  that
while the quamelling rich
have all amenities, It afecs
development elforts and leaves
nattves destitube,

AUSOGA POLITICAL TURF WARS
To many ohservers, by openly
assalling  Kadaga, a  long-
serving NRM eadre who began
her political journey as an LC1
chairperson in 1987, Anha
Amang had staried digging her
political grave inch by inch.

The other mistake, insiders
say, was the anempt to build
A political power base in
the Busoga  region, which
com 11 disinas, by
sponsering candidates against
rival pnhu‘dans some of whom
Included  simlng  lawmakers
aligned 10 Kadaga, This was
done through high-ranking
proxies within the party and
exerting undue influence where
it manered.

Some, for Instance, Martn
Mmalcmmu.\ayu:mmml
through the eye of a e 1o
retin the pamy flag kn the NEM
primaries, which 1ok place on
July 17, 2025, and seat in the
subsequent General Elecion,
respectively. i

Speaking 10 New Vision en
Wednesday, Muzaale said:
“I suaned with the primanes,
because | was number one with
17,500 votes. But they declared
somenne with 2,700 votes who
was actually number five, |
had 1o baule it out through the
tribumal, which had been set up
and exqually, even my colleague,
the honourable John Teira”™ He
accused some NRM electoral
commission official of being

s puppet.
However, the poliical cald
war, many of those who were

_knawn 10 be close to Ameng
also bore the brumt of angry

volers.

“Fira and foremast, as a
Speaker, you wield influence on
your MPs. In the Lust elections,
many of our colleagues lost
Simply because they had that
personal  weachment  They
oould not distance themselves
from her. Ulimasely, they losu
their election,” Muaaale said.

A
Anlta Amang

Andrew Mwenda

VOIS N

1 kneel like an offending
child and ask for frrgiveness
from the electorare  during
a mlly, stil lost o Mational
Unity Platform’s (NUF) famal
Mulkuve Ayagalakl.

“Of course, there are 2 few
of those that managed 1o
make It through and cemamly
her departure from that top
position, of course, coals down
the ammosphere in Pusoga,”
Muzaale said.

CEC CONTEST

To Muzaale, Among did net
spontaneously [l from grace
like a ripe jackfruit, but rather,
the writing had been on the
wall for some Bme.

“From the day she staned
contesting 1o become a member
of NRM CEC, | am sure that
marked her downfall. To others
wha are politically blind, all they
could see is somecne cimbing.
But some of us who have been
in this game for some years
could tefl that she had srepped
on a landmine. It was just a
maner of tme.” Muzale said.

BUSOGA WPS RUE
MIGHTMARE DIPERIENCE
While Muwaale at leam

managed to sad through, thase
who did net, such as Busiki
county’s Paul Akamba, sy they
are yet 10 recover from what
they describe as a nighimare
experience. Despile winning an
NRM tnbunal verdic that saw
him compete as the parry flag-
bearer in the recent polls, he lost
his seat 10 Joel Azalwa Wakswa,
an independent alkegedly clase
to the ourgoing Speaker.

Akamba rraced his woes o the
2021 Speakership elections and
subsequent race that followesd
Oulanyah's death, where he
and Among found themselves
on 3 cellision course.

Presidential ambitions?

] analysts say A sedl her olfice's aver shiak
i ﬁ! ta gain qurmm ent Influence, and

firaith these deep p

wet of connections in )R, Par s
2mong others. 115 this base that some
=ing buill o be used Lo catapult herself to

and chureh
bolleve way
the highest olfice in he

bullt a deep and wide
the Judicla

Recording 1 journast Andrew Mwenda, Among's
alleged Dre'sl')-mla!:mblllun; are a point of contention

WILNin MRM an thay
and political macs
threals, i

immense financial influence

pofitical

bk Amang yehemantiy denled having an Interest
In occugying the ronrmm':olilkd seat, sections of

, the putiic pe
been a

Amann, as ra

72 that, indeed, It Is these ambitions,
qerily incubating, that hae
the cyrrent state of affairs.

tly a5 last month publlicly dismissed

speculation that she harbeurs presidential ambstions,

34YING she will re

fram elective pafitics fry 2031 and

or endarsed by President Musevenl
2n being an MP is oo much... | don't even know
3 Qun. | dor't hawe the patience lo be
N2 5aid a3 she donated sh100m towards

nda (PLUL

the MK [Muhaoz Kaineryqaba) Birthday Run. The run
of Ugal

was organised by (he Patriotic League
ed by Maineruqaba.

a civic-palitical outfit chai

“1will atways do what Sragident Museveni says,” she

53id after the dona

4 smokescreen meant to

cting otser:

rs, a strateqgy that

wasn't Bought by seme of the power ful in certain

political cirzles.

A day alter Among’s Makasero residence was raided

by security operative

. for instance, youth and childreén
affairs state minister Salaam

Sarunahara took ta soclal

media saying: “Presidential amb
for all, Next! Anyone oostructing b

b= hit polil
He thanked Pr
v of all funds

ally by the will of the pe.
dent Museveni for

authorising the

2ant for our government that

homes",
3 refzrence to the recovery of
itemns, which, according to sources, included cash
billions worth of lusury venicles from Ameng’s

residence.

The farces an Wednasday also raided Amy
Nakasero residence and recovered four

politics.

PLOT TWIST
To those who believe in nanral
laws of karma, the adage “he
whao Lwghs L, lughs best™ is
beginning wo make sense.
Critics  have argued  that
Amongs  Litest predicament,
which has seen joint security
farces for close 00 2 week now,
comb her plush residences on
Mackinnon Read, Kampata and
Wakisa district-based Kign, as
well as impound several of her
poth vehicles, inciuding 2 Rolls-
Rayce Cullinan believed 1o be
wonh over shl4b and search
her parliamentary chambers,
bods down to alleged high-
calibre comuprion

GRAFT OR INVISISLE PLOT
Haowever, according o
another school of thewght that
includes former Coardinator of
Intelligence Services, Gen. (rtd)
David Sejusa, the sirustion ap
hand suggests more than meets
the eye.

My argument was thal
despite  the hidden imtent.
the Bell  [migser]
was  coruption.  In cases
of corruption, especially of
paliticians, there is always. like
in war, a specific acl or event
that a st uses to jusify its
actions, realiry nonwithstanding
S0, for Anita, it was cormuption.
Seusa posted on X (formerly
Twiner) on We -

“Yes, AAA's fall was about

and

mirage
There Is nothmg to fear from
somevne who does thart Totally
clueless and, therefore, safe to
‘have around those with power!™
While others w
bypothesised  that, in
display of opulent wealth and
raw power, Among may have
viclsied firn rule of Robert
Greene's 48 laws of Power,
which  stpulates: Never
cutihine your master.
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