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Because of its ability to act as a low cost fertilizer that naturally fixes the missing soil nutrients, the Mugavu appe: 
and banana plantations in Uganda. PHOTO/COURTESY 

Why ‘Mugavu’ tree should 
find space in your garden 

i shelter which is the most visible val- 
i uebylocal farmers. The hidden val- 
: ues include the ability to fix nitro- 
gen through its root systems, break 
the soils for water retention while 
the dropping leaves and twigs add 

: more fertility to the soils.T have sev- 
: eral Mugavu trees onmy 10-acre cof- 

The albizia coriaria is the native species in the 
East African region accessible to many farmers 
for purposes of the highly valued hardwood 
timber, medicine, shade for the crops and soil 
improvement purpose. 

i feeplot,hesays. 
. ¢ For farmers adopting agroforest- 

BY DAN WANDERA : pertsreveal. 3 ¢ rymodels, integrating Mugavu and 
i Becauseofitsabilitytoactasalow : other tree species into farm plots 

oralong time,the Mugavu (Al- : cost fertiliser that naturally fixesthe : represents a modern, eco-friendly 
bizia) has found space and sur- ; missing soil nutrients, the Mugavu : farming practice that helps address 
vived as a tree that gives am- : is among the common tree species : climate change challenges affecting 
pleshadetosectionsofbanana : that locally appears in almost 80 : farmers in Uganda and globally. 

and coffee gardens. : percent of the coffee and banana :  Mr Derick Kavuma,a farmer train- 
But the Mugavu, that is also vul- ; plantationsin Uganda. ¢ er, explains that many other tree 

nerable to the hardwood treehunt- : ~ Mr Joseph Lwevuze, a coffee : gpecies are available as nitrogen fix- 
ers for timber, could be a game : farmer in Ntangala Village in Ka- : ers,amongotheruses but Mugavuis 
changer for your soil health. : tikamu Sub-county, Luweero Dis- : the most common tree species that 
While a section of the farmers be- :  trict,reflects on the benefits thatthe : jseasily available, 

lieve the Mugavu tree,unlike many | Mugavu tree has contributed tohis :  “For our local farmers, the : 
other tree species ensures that the : garden that earlier suffered inade- : Mugavu/Albizia is one of the indig- : 
soilsretain some watertheabilityto : quate nutrient content in the past : enous tree species that has survived 
help regenerate the soils naturally : 10-years. { extinction amid the forest trees and 
as anitrogen fixer and nutrientcy- :  “Idon’t encourage farmers to con- : vegetation destruction. The advan- 
cling through the leaves that drop : gest the garden with the Mugavu : tage of the Mugavu tree species i 
and get decomposed add tothe or- :  trees but ensure that the garden : jts ability to withstand harsh weath- 
gan carbon in the soils, farmer ex- : has some trees to help provide the : 

ars in almost 80 percent of the coffa, 

-er conditions, shade leaves but remap, « 
relevant to the soils through its \) 
ral root process as a nitrogen fizer. 
few farmers growing coffee and ba; 
as dispute the relevance of the M 

: tree’hesays. 
Because of its multiple advanta; 

cluding the hardwood, the Mu 
is now among the most hun 
for its durability in both construct 
purposes and furniture makin 
this should not stop them from grc 
ing them, Mr Kavumna explains 
“This is the very reason wh: 

vise our farmers to gointo agro- 
‘where tree species can be grov 
ide the other plants. For farm: 
cing regenerative farming, t! 
0 maintain an evergreen environm:. 
will not belost,"he says. 

Addingvalue tothe soils; 

One of the most known uses is iz 
\bility to act asa nitrogen fixer for i 
oils as aleguminous plant. 
The trees reportedly convert atm: - 

: pheric nitrogen to valuable chem:: 
nutrients in the form of nitrogen. 
‘The ability to help the soils ba 

the soil (PH) where soil acidit; 
tered to the benefit of the plants in p. 
icular soils is among the many othe. 

: uses of the Mugavu tree. 
While the Mugavu tree could take 

: about 10 to 15 years to mature, the so!! 
enefits begin as early as three-years in 

the process of tree maturity, Mr Josepl 
wevuze,a farmer trainer explains. 
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