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farmer’s hands. 

BY PROMISE TWINAMUKYE 
t Ngetta Zonal Agricultur- 
al Research and Develop- 
‘ment Institute (ZARDI) in 

For many of the farmers gath- 
ered that day,it was the first time 
they had ever been able to verify 
the icity of a seed before 
plantingit It wasa field day at the 

Uganda's Seed Tracking and 
‘Traceability System (STTS), was 
being introduced to the small- 
holder farmers who have, for too 
hng.phnudnnmmmdwme 
times harvested nothing but loss. 

Seed Traders Association 
(USTA) has been using field days 
tointroduce the STTS o farming 
communitis. 
‘The sessions that day combined 
practical agronomy, including 
crop management, pest control, 
and variety selection, with hands” 
ontrainingonSTTS. 
‘The STTS is an endo-end digic 

tal platform that tracks seed quali- 
tyfrom production othe farmer's 
hands.Every certified seed batch 
carries aunique verifcation num- 
bzronmhbel whichis used o 

The Seed Tracking and Traceability System 
(STTS)is an end-to-end digital platform that 

tracks seed quality from production to the 

on any basic mobile phone, no In- 

and instantly receive confirma: 

The counterfeit seedproblem 
According ID the Uganda Na- 

tional Bureau ,an es- 
Gmated 340 percentof eeds 
on the Ugandan market are fake. 
Its estimated that farm- 
ersin Africa lose about 
$400m (Shs1.5 tril 
lion) annually due 

Seed companies willpay a oo to sccess sacurity-enhanced labels thal carry the verification numbers. PHOTO/COURTESY. 

Digital tracking system to help 
farmers to identify fake seeds 

arebuyingbefore they plant” 
He adds that USTA members 

have fully embraced it because it 
protectstheirbrands. 
“Our members spend enor- 

‘mous resources producing certi 
fed seed. Counterfeis not only 
harm farmers they harm the le- 

‘The development of the STTS 
wasled by the National Seed Cert- 
fcation Service (NSCS)at the Min- 

‘nership with USTA, with support 
fromAGRA. 
‘The technology was built by 

Eighttech Technologies, a local 
firm contracted to manage system 

‘Tollout, More than 270 us- 
ers across the seed sec- 

torhavealreadybeen 
trained on the 

to counterfeit tem's function- 

by i : bty e Interna- structured roll- vyl FARMERS TRAINED Rt 
icy Research In- Seed compa- 
:':H‘u:: found UN H[IW TU USE nies will pay a 

at 40 percent feetoaccess secu 

b THESHSTEN el 3 at carry the 
ity of most or all hy- verification numbers, 
bridmaize seedis compro- a deliberate design choice 
‘mised by adulteration orcounter: ;- meant toensure the financial sus- 
fi:lmng i tainability of the innovation be- 

t s against this backdrop that | yond thelifeofdonor funding, 
Uganda has introduced the STTS 
s &:";Z:&Mmt againstcoun-  Awarenessand Education 

Technology alone is only part 
m»gum;{s rikani,the  of the solution. A key pillar of the 

irector of the Uganda  broader reform programmes the 
f;;d m e Asocation (STA), | 3 ey wgflmningomma‘s po].}::] 

representsatur- | an tory environment for 
seed quality management. With 

e sirs gives every farmer, | AGRA support,USTA s facltating 
 authenticity. A farmer s, ... eyeumunmmmnwtewme, +  stakeholder engagements aimed mq\medmduliUSSDshnnmde thepower toverify the seed they  atstrengtheninglinkages between 

NSCS and enforcement bodie, 
such as the Uganda Police 
District Local Governments, the 

diciary,and the Office of the Dire, 
tor of Public Prosecutions. The, 
gagement seeks to ensure peny| 
s againt those o Atz 
and sell counterfeit seeds are acy, 
aliyapplied. 
An awareness campaign is rup. 

‘ningto support the ltd’\nlcal& 

—
 

outof the system. Radio and 
vision talk shows, field days, 
fairs, and promotional matersi 
inmuliplelocal languages areg] 
being used to support the systen, 
rollout. i 
Sirikani stressed the importance 
of reaching farmers in their owy 
languages. 
“You cannot ask a farmer in Kas. 

eseor Anuatoverify aseedon ther 
‘phoneif they have never heard of 
the system or do not understang 
why it matters. Awareness crez 
tionisasimportant as the technok 
ogyitself We must meet farmers 
where theyare™ 
The programme has already 

trained 277 individual farmers 
andseed companies on how touse 
thesystem. 
‘The STTS i expected to become 
apermanent feature of Uganda's 
seedregulatory infrustructure.Siri- 
Kani says the fee-for-label model 
aimstomakeit financially selfsus- 
taining 
“The institutional frameorks 

weare putting in place such as the 
National Seed Coordination Fo- 
rum,enforcement partnerships 
atrained cadre of STTS users,are 
designed to outlast any single pro- 
gramme cycle;Sirikani says. 
For the farmers who gathered at 
Ngetta ZARDI in Lira, they hope 
the digital system will help them 
to verify the authenticity of im- 
‘proved seed before planting to im- 
‘prove harvests. 
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