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+ ——-o~ Jeupie never thought

would be possible”

It was a fitting voice to headline the '
launch of the 2026 edition of Beyond :
The Canvas, an initiative by Reach A
Hand Africa focused on nurturing tal- :

< atnong young people living with
. cluded from mainstream opportuni-

and without disabilities.

Formerly known as Sauti Canvas, the |
platform has evolved into something |
. theme “Abilities Beyond Limits” a

bigger than a talent competition.It now
positions itself as a space where crea-
tivity, visibility, and inclusion intersect,

particularly for young people often ex- ;

ties.
This year’s edition runs under the

phrase familiar in disability advoca-
cy circles but one that carried more

weight because of the conversauons
surroundmg it. The competition, open
! to young people aged 30 and below,
will feature categories including music,
dance,spoken word, visual arts, theatre,
fashion, cosplay,and garment design.
The finale is scheduled for December

1 SR
eage ana cerevrate their voices, , talep,
and experiences.” Q
In many ways, the event reflecteq

wider shift across Uganda’s crea\
and social spaces, where conversatig
around inclusion are becoming more
visible,though still uneven in Practice,
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- Poate closmg mght
livesup toits billing

1

. Some of the
standout
experiences at
this year’s Poate
exhibition were
the cultural
perormance.
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mgmghtmm acolourful carnival filled
: with glamour, dance and Ugandan en-
‘hams edition of the Pearl of Af- ' tertainment.
“lwi?lbunmﬁxx)o (Poate) ended - Guests from different countries min-
-in style on Saturday night, with - ~gled with local tourism players, crea-
- music, fashion, culture and cele- | tives and partygoers under the cool

' branontahngcem:restageatSpekeRe- breeze from Lake Victoria.

sort Munyonyo. « | Thenight’s entertainment featured
. As the curtains fell on the thme-day performances from Selector Jay, media
tourism showcase, revellers streamed | personality Sheilah Gashumba and DJ

to the lakeside venue, turning the clos- | Lavet, who kept revellers on their feet

: with a mix of chart-topping hits and
. popular Ugandan jams.
¢ Music lovers danced late into the

- night as the DJs created an atmosphere

that reflected Uganda’s vibrant night-
life and entertainment culture.

:  One of the standout performanc-
. es came from Ugandan instrumental-

. reconnected many gueststothelrcul
tural roots.

Aliddeki fused traditional African
instruments with modern sounds, oc-

withthe crowd. -

- ated Janzi musical instrument.

TOURISM RECOGNITION

Winners

Among the notable winners from
this year’s Poate edition was
NMG journalist Edgar Batte,
who won the Best Tourism

. Storyteller award.

from both local and internationg)

. guests.

Fashion also took centre stage
the evening’s cultural showcase. Mog.
els dressed in creations by Ugandan de.
signers transformed the venue int
moving runway, briefly shifting a
tion from the music to bold Afri

~ istBrian Aliddeki,whose unique sound
: in sustainability and community de-

casionally introducing his guitar to cre- |
ate arich musical blend that resonated
- conservation. 3
Against the calm waters of Lake
Victoria, his performance reminded
. guests of Uganda’s cultural richness.
. Another crowd favourite was Ssewa
. Ssewa,whoimpressed with his self-cre-
¢ Africa.

- spired designs.

The showcase blended modern sty

. with traditional influences, highlight-

. ing the growing role of Uganda’s crea.
- tiveindustryin tourism and culture,

. At one point, Sheila Gashumba
. left the DJ booth and joined revellers

: on the dancefloor, exciting fans who

- rushed closer to dance alongside her.
- Her interaction added to the livelyat-

- mosphere that defined the evening.

-~ Away from the entertainment, the
night also celebrated excellence within

- Uganda’s tourism industry.

“ The Ministry of Tourism, together
with the Uganda Tourism Board and
the European Union delegation in
Uganda, hosted an awards dinner hon-
ouring individuals and organisations
contributing to tourism growth.

Speaking during the awards din-
ner, Permanent Secretary Doreen Ka-
tusiime praised enterprises investing

velopment, and thanked all business-
es that participated and congratulat-
ed the winners for promoting Ugan-
da’s tourism potential while support:
ing communities and environmental

The closing night capped off anoth-
er successful edition of Poate, leaving
guests with memories of music, cul-
ture, fashion and the warmth that con-
tinues to define Uganda as the Pearl of

His performance drew admiration
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