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t was during Father's Day 0f 2016 when 
Tom Voltaire Okwalinga shared a mo- 

 dayin1978 when1di Aminsoldiersassaulted 
youin front of us,at my tender age of 4, sic] 

| saweverything and I think it was from there 

‘ment with his Facebook audience that | 
flt very raw Therewasaninnocenceand. 
atruthfulness to thelived experience he 
recounted. It was an ll too familiar sink- presid 

. the social network Facebook tosituate him- ing feeling that 19705 children ere accus- 
tomed to.They,afterall had ringside seats to 
ahorror show that was startlingly awful in 
every conceivable way as Ugandassatat the 
aigotanmmdiblvmlmlmnmmmhls- i 
tory. 
“Happy Fathers'[sic] Day to my dad; Ok- 

widely known by the acronym TVO, 
. Vroteina une 15,2016 Facebookpoft-That 

that1 decided Ishallalvays ight bad govern- 
ance wherever and whenever it pops up its 
uglyhead” 
When Uganda found itself, per TVO, held 

ina thunderously dark embrace under Yow- 
eri Musevenis presidency;the dissident used 

selfinopposition otheState-controlled pub- 
lic sphere.In an August 11,2012, Facebook 
post, TVO pledged to be a defender of “the 
freedoms of the voiceless"anda supporterof 
goodgovemance”. 
‘His choice of the nickname Voltaire, he 

‘would later isclose,was because the French 

speech and religious tolerance was infec- 
tious Ditto his satirical wiiting style. And 

| s0in 2009, riled by the maladministration 
| that happened on an unacceptable scale af- 
ter Uganda hosted the 2007 Commontwealth 
Heads of Government Meeting (Chogm), 
asteady stream of posts gushed out from 
‘TVO's new Facebookaccount. The tone of the 
posts was notably unapologetic,and they be- 
came much blunter in their portrayals of en- 
during wrongs in the country. The end, when 
itcame,felt like the! 
TVO’s last Facebook post, radical in pur- 

Viewis written ina matter-of-fact tone,using 
short,clipped sentences suitedto the wretch- 
‘ednessofhis subject. 
“Looking forwardto; the Noverber 1,2020, 
post starts,“(the] Electoral Commission re- 
ceiving M7 [Yoweri Musevenis] academic pa- 

| persand displaying them for the press,just 
like other candidates™ 

‘The post shows that sarcasm,such asit was, 
and to which the dissident was prone,never 
vanished. The archetype of what the anthro- - 
‘pologist James C.Scott called a*hidden tran- 
script’,the manner in which such sarcasm 
'homed in on success explains why Uganda's 
architecture of surveillance attempted—al- 
beit unsuccessfully—to unravel TVO's on- 

Enlightenmept writers defence of freg:-line pseudonymity.The endeavour was un-.. 

Whila psoudonymous activsts continu to anjoy a good run thanks to the balance’ tost, the aw of averages suggests that the balance/scales could yot bo tipped. PHOTO! SHUTTERSTOCK 

The law of averages. The string of 
tangibles that threaten to remove the cloak of 
pseudonymity include anti-terrorism/national 
security statutes, data retention mandates, and 
anti-trafficking laws. 

dertaken with such enormous, unfathom- 
able depths because State actors could, as 
they presumably hoped, use draconian legis- 
lations like the Computer Misuse Act to ad- 
dressareprimand to TVO. 
TVO's low-profile form of resistance fitted 
thebill of or even embodied, an offence com- 
‘mitted when one, as the impugned Section 
25 of the law put it back then, disturbs “the 
‘peace, quiet, o right of privacy of the Presi- 
dent through electronic communication™. 
‘The so-called offensive communication pro- 
vision would be struck down by the coun- 
try's Constitutional Court in January 2023.1t 
‘was,however, in November 2020,a clear and 
‘present danger that reared anugly head. 

Stella Nyanzi, another dissident, had learnt 
this the hard way three years earlier. A Face- 
ook post in which the acadenic called Mu- 
seveni“a pair of behinds* was met with a 
‘punishment that, in its cruelty reflected the 

lengths the State was prepared to 
g0 to forcibly silence opposing opinions. In- 
carceration. 

Veneerof pseudonymity 
Asimilar twinge of frustration settled over 

the comprehension of TVO's Facebook poss, 
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