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81-yont l'MH("H, | Hl,||["|\',
practised dalry farming for the
[net A6 yeare and he ls stille
wnting He advl vouth to
venture into farming, wiites

Donle Bhosa,

alry farming s Indeed embedded
In B1-year old Henry Kanyike's
DNA,

Asyouareushered Intohiscompountd
At Kiteezf, o Kampala suburh, your
firstsight s o dilapldated tractor and
the sounds of moolng cows.

He has been in the dairy farming
business sinee 1072 when he cut his
teeth with one local breed. He has
ROne on to introduce a ‘Milk Bar' in
Upanda that is just a stone throw from
his 30-acre farm In Kiteezi-Lusanio.

He has weathered storms and
regimes and persisted to become a
popular milk supplier in Kampala,
With 20 exotic milk producing cows.

The most memorable moment in his
life is from 1982, when government
soldiers invaded his and his friends’
!:l\;nl in Kasaala, Mukono and ate them
all,

“I'had taken my cows from here to
hide them in Kasaala. To my dismay,
rovernment soldiers under Brig. Oyite
Ojok came and ate more than 200
cattle we owned with my colleagues;
Andrew Lubega, GM Kityo (RIP) and
Mpalampa Musisi,” he says.

They took on the government
through courts of law and got their
compensation a few years later.

“We had evidence and we were
known all over as prominent farmers.
Although we got a refund, it wasn't
worth our cows and we spent it
right away without doing anything
Dr‘?ﬁln})lc." Kanyike adds.

Kanyike's redemption came in 1988.
The early government of President
Museveni introduced a barter trade
Policy that saw Ugandans give
Germany coffee in exchange for high
hf\‘t‘d cows,
su:;'c Would go to designated points

13s Njeru to get these German
reed cows which in most cases
Were just months, from producing.
Although most of us got instant
milk yields, most farmers without
knowledge to maintain them suffered
great losses,” he says.

To bolster his farm, Kanyike got
a loan from the defunct Uganda
Commercial Bank (UCB). He used the
money to buy machinery, a pickup
truck and other necessities that took
his farm to another level.

Trained to be a farmer

After his formal education at
Namilyango College, St Peter’s
College, Tororo and St Peter’s
Nsambya, Kanyike enrolled for a
diploma course in Soil Science at
Namulonge agricultural institute.
_In1961, he applied for a scholarship
in England from where he attained
another Diploma in Soil Science.

He worked, toured and continued

——
LITRES OF MILK KANYIKE

GETS DAILY FROM HIS DAIRY
HERD ON AVERAGE

81-year-old Kanyike makes
the most of mixed

to gain experience in many European
countries such as Holland, Germany
and Belgium.

«] came backand went toNamulonge,
I had a stint with Unesco before
heading to Kyambogo Institute (now
Kyambogo University) wherel taqght
for nine years before calling it quits,”
says Kanyike, whose memory is still

Kanyike attends to his plbéary farm .PHOTOS BY DENIS BBOSA.

impressive even in his advanced age.
He took the writer on a tour of his
30-acre farm for close to two hours
without rest but only a walking stick
to give him balance. The farm has
cows, poultry, bananas and grass.
From Kyambogo, he was recruited
as an examiner for then East African
Community (EAC), working with Prof

farming
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Kanylke with one of his farmer han
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TODAY’S FARMER

He advises any prospectivé urban
farmet with five acres of land

to start with using one acre fof
labourers' accommodationigo
for mixed farming and be kind {0
nejghibors to avoid frustration

| triist my workets and care mare
about the records for analysis:

[} casa of an abnormality in the
tecords, | da an Investigation an
tellthem my loss s their loss. |
pay themon time and that is how
| have been successfuln this
venture®

He cannot underestimate his
continued Interaction with various
Institutes llke MaKerere Universitys
Kabanyolo, Namulonge; Kawanda
and Nakyesasa with wha thiey
have exchange programs.

He lectures at their seminats and
allows them train their students
at his farm which provides him a
‘win-win' situation.

In fives years years ta come: the
81-year old wants his farm to
temain intact and making more
profits. An ardent réaderot Seeds
af Gold Magazine, Kanylke s
grateful for the Monitoe Farm
Clinics that have polished his
farming experience as he gets

10 interact with other seasoned
farmers cotntrywide.

Asaph Wandera, Bazilio Kiwanuka,
Mathew Bukenya (retired Uneb
secretary) before retiring in 1974 to
concentrate on his budding farm.
“By this time, my wife, who I met
at the education ministry, was
looking after our farm and children
as I traversed the world. We built
our house on the farm for close
monitoring which has worked in
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Dalry farming js .
on the faem aned g, ”""v.
has had o varying ””' e e,
on the Farm (30 g !"er

“We keep roene, P nr,
We make an :I".';u,:,:""lﬁ' oy,
of the year on whyyy " ar .
soll it off to eage ), 'r oy,
moment we gt on g, ", "
of mille daily from ”,“r: tn - A
have.”
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20,1,
The secret codae iy, ?
in milk producting ,_’II-; )
research about the py,,, "..,w ;
to keep, cross hrag, tly M
own feeds and g [ May
technologies it
productivity.
“I have Jersey, Fria..
swiss, and Guerpga, "5, ),
crosshreed acr:m(”"'V fyr,
guidance. I hava o fo 00"
artificial ingeminn'ﬁ'lr:op,.’,’.n,__
from South Korea "/hi)p hol
wonders,” Kanyike r'rv:-,,h is q’»,,"
He advises the use ,,,-';r""
which eliminates the hf,,'}y"" w
being expensive. =gy

Mixed hm‘n“"n“
hoost

After visiting S()uth
years ago, Kanyike
mixed farming hgcﬂu,;"-fm
available market for tp, "Ner,
and in!erdependency' p
enterprises. 0

Hehasa piggery unit th, N
under the IMO (indigep,, ?pr,,m
organism) technology > Mi,,"
bananas that get manu;n"cm; )
animals and has feady}n om ’;‘r
Kiteezi. Arkg,

He grows cow grass iy, "
whichreduces the money H
have been spent on silye,
cotton.

The products from his m;,
are used at his milk farm g, - far,,
cream, burgers, chapattis v 2<ir.
other food stuffs. A 600.'“33“ ;
also waits to distribute to m:’ Cog),
from Kampalaand beyonq, =~ Mér,

He has over the time |,
five children into farming. ¢
his daughters handles the 0"
section at home while the
manages the milk bar,

Challenges

“Vaccines and other peg;: .
remain e)gpensive as is ‘}?e Shcxldv:':
artificial insemination. Back
day, we used to have farmerg
that would give us free tracto, fﬁ
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He alludes to the high )
turnover as the other
issue. Training a trustworthy, . %
experienced farm manager i ang
another hurdle. Kanyike ¢, als
government tolower the higp . **
tariff and give a few incentjy,
local investors like him whq ¢,
employment opportunities,

“Farming_in urban areas :
becoming difficult yet in citjeg (hls
I have visited like Tel Aviy (Is) o
it is the trend. Land encroachm,
is rampant and I am current] al
court over land issues,” 3
crestfallenKanyike, whoonce ¢
the Dairy Development Ayt
(DDA) and is a former po,
member of Uganda Manufact, ;
Association (UMA). |
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