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Throughout the year the Uganda
shilling depreciated against the dollar
affecting tourism as Uganda became an
expensive destination compared to other
3 & o African options such as South Africa,
. it trailed Kenya, which  Kenya, Tanzania and Rwanda.

Theview from the countryside

NEW YVISION, Friday, January 6, 2017 35

Contestants of Miss Toourism

ENWon rolex

roadside kiosks and in
five-star hotels. Dating
can foods that are back to 2003 as a delicacy
ly taking off although  for Makerere University
students, rolex went viral
on social media in 2016.
tinues making its  Tourism state minister,
George Kiwanda, presided
over the Rolex Day held
at the Uganda Museum
on August 21. There, a

e, CNN named
:_[;‘ ‘I u,::h's olex as one of
the Affi

nall i
{:"JS been slow in

catching up globally. The
x con!
I’r‘:g;llblc ‘mark on menus
around the world. Itis
a combination
of clmp‘a,;lul.
yegetables
and fried

{0 gain

poﬁxlamy “Today
itis prepared at

Birds, newborns and beauty queens

Then, came the Big Birding Day
on November 7,in Mabamba
Landing site. The annual event
auracted birding enthusiasts,
professional bird guides and
the media. It was organised

by Uganda Tourism Board,
Uganda Wildlife Authority
(UWA), Uganda Safari Guides
Association (USAGA), Uganda
Women Birders, the environment
ministry and Nature Uganda.
USAGA chairperson Herbert

from the UK, US and Asia to
see a shoe bill, goliath heron,
malachite kingfisher, long-tailed
cormorant, squacco heron,

Uganda has been leading the 880 mountain gorillas left in the
drive 10 preserve mountain world.
gorilla habitats. Miss Tourism running under
Earlier on, the dominant the theme Let The Pearl Shine.
k, Kabukojo wel 4 was won by 23-year-old, Eldad

saddle billed stork, sp 2
lapwings, african jacanas, lesser
jacanas, great blue turacos and
the crown-jewel, then go back
satisfied,” Byaruhanga says. “This
year we logged more than 600
bird species.” Byaruhanga says.
Then Businze, a female gorilla
from the Rushegura group in

told
how the Mabamba wetland is
rich in bird species the shoe bill
and the Sitatunga locally known
as Njobe.
“Birders come all the way

Bwindi ble Forest. This
was the second baby to be born
last year.

The executive director of UWA,
Dr Andrew Seguya, says for the
last 10 years, the destination

the infant to the family, bringing ~ Odongkara, who beat 12 other
the Rushegura group to 17 contestants from different parts
members. Rushegura is part of the country.
of the three habituated gorilla Eloquence, brains, beauty and
groups living in the Buhoma humour are mixed in her. Each
section of north Bwindi. region picked their best and sent
Mountain gorillas are members  them to Kampala for the boot
of great apes and are known to camp before the finals.
live in only three countries in the “I think Odongkara is the
whole world — Uganda, Rwanda  best Miss Tourism since former
and DR Congo. minister Maria Mutagambwa
Seguya says Uganda has reason  initiated the project.” said 2 bird
1o celebrate the two new babies, guide Hassan Mutebi. “She is
given the fact that there are only decent, educated and brainy.”
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