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bump on the road. The bumps have
made some of the roads impassable. For
some time, Lumumba Avenue was full
of bumps in the guise of tarmac. It was
acommon scene to find men filling the
potholes while others carrying buckets
of dripping black tar poured it on the
soil compacted in the holes.
Roads such as 8th Street in Indus-
trial Area, Dwaliro around Mulago
hospital, and Binaisa are among those

holes, Mr Peter Kaujju, the KCCA spokes-
that are patched more than once a

weaker it becomes. The new patch person, blames entities that are involved

could also be a mismatch and mis-

The more an old cloth is patched, the

fit. That is the state of a number of roads
in Kampala City. The patches have made
the roads not full of potholes but stretch
of uneven tarmac bumps.

Just like cloth patching may not re-
quire expertise, it seems the patching of
potholes is done by whoever can throw
soil and pour tar on top. Judging from the

uneven finishing, it appears anyone who
can hold a spade to throw soil and pour
hot tar on it is a road repairman.
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Repair. Mr Peter Kaujju, the
KCCA spokesperson, says
KCCA spends up to Shs5b
every year patching up roads
in the city.

Mr Christopher Katongole, a high-
way engineer with Abubaker Tech-
nical Services and General Supplies
Ltd, says:“Whenever water percolates
through the void (unfilled space be-
tweena patchand the old surface of the
road) it creates a hole. With time, if it is
in the same place, it would need com-
plete rehabilitation of the road not just
patching up the potholes.”

According to Mr Katongole, potholes
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year. in digging up the roads and don’t do a

clean job on repairing the damages they
cause.

“Utility companies dig up roads and
poorly restore the areas they dig up,” he
says. Despite the digging up by the dif-
ferent utility companies, he admits that
many of the roads in Kampala have out-
lived their design lifespan and also that
the trafficload has increased beyond what
the roads were designed to handle,

"’Il'hg rlnam reason for potholes in city

have the strength to support the traf-
fic load. These roads are serving way
beyond their intended life and load,”
he says. -

City roads have a h!_espan of 15 years
maximum, beyond wlucmhey areprone
topotholes. Besides the lifespan, !he Mr
Katongole says even the load design de-
termines how long a road will survive.

“Most city roads have a load design
of 50 tonnes but vehicles and trucks
weighing way above their load design
uaa thom This ransas tham tn fail ha

and SOmm of asphalt.

Pothole patching on city roads is at-
tributed to lack of funds for complete
resurfacing of the roads. According to
Mr Katongole, it costs Shsdb to con-
struct a kilometre of city road. “This
covers the surfacing of the road, con-
structing the pedestrian walkway, cab
stones and water channels,” an amount
of money that Mr Kaujju says KCCA
does not have.
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