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Govt bans purchase of external tests for students assessment
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L Rohimwon Nenyymba-Lvarzi
the directon of hasic and
secondary  educarion, on why
the education minismry has

the parchase external
tests 1o assess students
According to a circular
by the ministry recently, the ban
:i‘\I‘ COovers the incessant tests
being administered in schools.
“The ministry is  extremely
concerned about the escalating
pracuce of frequent and
endless testing of leamers in
schools. The wanton testing is

banned

issued

unfortunately at the expense of

effective teaching and learning.
premised on the competent
lesson preparation, delivery and
follow-up.” read the circular.

New Section12

Pupils sitting exams. The education mini

stry is

against freguent tests in schools

According to the ministry.
administering of commercially-
generated tests from persons
who are not directly engaged
with the learners and in total
disregard of the curriculum

is detrimental to the learners’

cognitive development.

Probably, one of the reasons

for the unemployability

school-leavers, Nsumba-Lyazzi
explained, is that most schools

have become ‘test centres’ and
not learning areas.

“They are pushing learners to
cram instead of conceptualising
issues. We have people going
through the system and not
of acquiring an education.™

The educationists argued that
because of the numerous tests,
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teachers have given up on their
cardinal role of teaching and
resorted to ‘spotting’ questions
that are likely to appear in the
national examinations.

“Learning is our major
objective. You cannot have a
student thinking about the
next test and think they will

focus and lJnrJr;r",.”"
A

why they cany ever,

knowledge from
real world” e,
stressed, adding.
stop forthwith”
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Assessment
the director of
Curriculum Deve
Centre, Grace Bagum,
more  than just "
tests.

The curriculum,
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recommends pray,
assessment. o
“The whole ides Of a5

be able to assess i1,
through class interactiy,.
observations. not jus
question papers.” she <,
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