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Choosing the right 
subject combination 
Choice of subject combinationis often the 
first academic choice that seems (¢ hape 
and influence university and carcer options. 
Whether the choice is sciences or 
educators advise that choosing wisely should 
beless about following trends. 
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Separate 

passion from 
pressuro 
While paron 
tal guidance 
s valuable, 
youmust 
also conider 

‘combination 
canlesdto 
poor perfor- 
mance. 
Poer 

influsnce: It 
most friends 
aretakig 
acertain 
combination, 
it canfoel 
uncomfor- 
tabloto 
choosa diffe- 
rently. But 
acadomic 
decisions 
are perso 
nal. A friend 
mayexcelin 
Biology while 
youstruggle. 
Copying 
their path 
does not 
guarantee 
th same 
outcome. 
*Ask 

specific 
quostions. 
Amlstrong 
enough to 
‘handte this 
subject? 
What areas 
dolnecdto 
improve? 
Wouldyou 
recommend 
this com- 
bination 
for me?” 
Arinaitwe 
advisee, 

BY GLORIA IRANKUNDA 

ythe time Senior Four vacation 
ends, the decision to choose 
subject combinations feels 
huge. Whether the choice is 

Sciences or Atts it is often the first 
academic choice that seems to shape 
the nextfew years and eveninfluence 
university and career aptions. 
Yet,at times the decision i rushed. 

Teer influence, parental expectations, 
or simply the prestige attached to cer- 
tain subjects often outwweigh personal 
interestsr strengths. 
Educators advise that choosing 

wisely should beless about following 
trends and more about understand- 
ing yourself, your strengths and the 
path you want toexplore. 

Whythe choicomattors 
In Uganda’s Adevel system, subject 

combinations determine eligi 
for university courses. Physics, Chem- 
istry, and Mathematics keep doors 
open for engineering and some tech- 
nology courses while Bology, Chemnis- 
ry.and Mathematics position you for 
medicine, pharmacy and other health 
sciences' Arts combinations such as 
Literature, History, and Economics 

prepare you for fields Like law, social 
saences i 

“Every combination hasits purpose.” 
saysOlanya David.ascienceteacherat 
il Spriogs Secondary School Kire- 

“Students often underestimate the 
consequences of picking subjects 
based on what looks popular rather 
than what aligns with their abilitis. 
Switchingcombinations|aterismiotal- 
ways easy and it can affect both con- 
fidence and performance;” Olanya 
shares. 
For some students,the decision is 

‘personal and complex. Jane Atim, 17, 
aSenior Six Arts student at SL Adrian's 
High School, Mukono,recalls her di- 
lemma.*T wanted Physics, Chemistry, 
and Biology because my parents said 
‘medicine i a safe career. But I strug- 
gled with Chemistry in Senior Three. 
Thad to think hard about whether 
couldhandleitat ALevel” 
Meanwhile, Brian Okello,a student 

at the same school, chose Literature, 
History,and Econommics“Some friends Jaughed when I picked arts subjects. They said it would not lead anywhere. But I enjoy reading and writing, and 1feel more confident with these sub- 
Jects"he explains. 

Start with 

LN 

MAKING 
THE FINAL 
DECISION 

ovorydaybo- 
ccause | liko 
‘whatl study,” 
hosays. 

For Atim, 
caroful 
considera- 
tion gava 
herclarity. | 
donot regrot. 

that excito 
and chal- 
fengsyou, 
then commit. 
fully? Naba- 
tanzirecom- 
mends. 

solf-awaronoss 
race Nabatanzi, an arts teacher at 

Gitylight Progressive Schoo), Kungu 
notes that the first step s eflection. Be- 
fore making the final decision, students 
should look imward. 
Which subjects come naturally Where 

doyou consistently perform well with- 
out feeling forced. What subjects spark 
curiosity beyond exams. 

“I advice students to identify their 
strengths carky”says Nabatanzi “For in- 
stance.students passionate about writ- 
ing or history should not force them- 
sclvesinto sciencesjust becauseit looks. 
prestigious. Enjoyment and compe- 
tenceoften pohand inhand.* 
A student who enjoys solving nu- 

‘merical problems and under- 
stands abstract concepts 
may thrive in 

— 

Mathematics and Physies Another who 
Toves debate, writing and amalyzing so- 
ciety may do better in History, Liters 
ture or Fronomics 
“Performance history matters.If & 

student has struggled with Chemistry 
from Senior One fo Senfor Three, choos- 

ing a pune science combination simply 
Decause it fs admired may lead to frue- 
tration, Strength s not just about high 
marks in one term. It s ahout consist- 
ent ability and interest,” Nabatanzi ex- 
plains 
Researchcaroor pathways narly 
Olanya recommends that students 

explore requirements for university 
courses Uhey may want to pursue early 
enough Carver ujdance teachers can 
help interpret these requirements 
can older siblings,teachers and profes- 
sionalsalready i the field. 
“If you dream of civil engineering, 

Physics and Mathematics are non-ne- 
gotiable;"says Olanya.*Similarhy aspir- 
ing doctors must choose the right com- 
bination of Biology, Chemistry, and 
Mathematics. A future journalist may 
combine Literature, History, Economics 
o Entrepreneurship® 
Youmay not havea fixed career plan 

at15 or 16.Ifuncertain, consider com- 
binations that keep multiple doors 

open. 
“Mathematics and 
Economics,for exam- 

ple,canlead to - 
nance, busi- 
ness, statis- 

" tics, or de- 
‘elop- 

" ment 
studies. 
Biology 
and Ge- 
ogr- 
phy 
may 

Sulzpflfl 

environ- 
mental sci- 
ence, agricul- 
ture, or pub- 

lic health;” Ol 

Educators advise that 
choosing wisely should. 
beless about following 
trends and more about 
understanding yoursel, 
yourstrengths and the 
pathyouwant to explore. 

~ 
tions influence university option, 
batanaf notes that they do ot 
nently define you 
“nrideingcourses, diploma an g, 

native pathsyays st Honethed, 
witer to minimise the need e ay, 
Justments by thinking eareful, ;" 
thestart che<ays 
Flexibility should not mear 1, 

subjects you disike. Habatan ) 
“students sometimes pick aibje, 
tokeep options open, without e, 
any of them. That [+ a recipe f,, "> 
performance” g 

Understand subjct domandy 
Each subject has unique wory, 

and assessment styles, Sciences iy, 't 
experiments and calculations, 
ture requires reading and criti 
ing, History demands mermoris,r. 
and analytical essays, and Fine oy " 
wolvesereativity and practical proje,, 
“If you enjoy laboratory wor 

problensolving sciences can b 
g Olanya shares. "I you thrive | 
bate,storytelling, and analysis, art: - 
jectsmay bea better it Thereis - 
superior path-Inquiring from teac 
about the realities of each subject at 
vanced Level iscrucial. The jump rm\ 
O-Levelto A-Level s significant. 4. \ 
jectthat feltmanageable before may . 
‘come more demanding. 
“Consider subject combinations 

‘whole. Taking three heavy science sy 
jects requiresstrong time managemen, 
‘and discipline. Mixing practical and o 
sabased subjects may offer balance 
some learners, Nabatanzi explains. 
Some subject combinations may r. 

quire additional materials Sciences oy 
ten involve lab fees. 

discuss practical considerations wit, 
guardians. 
“This conversation should ot disco 
age ambition. Rather, it ensures thy, 
choices are realistic and sustainabi. 
throughout the two years of Advancey | 
Level, Olanjaadvises. 
Thinkbeyondstereotypes 
Science subjects are often labelled 
peroartsar seenas casier Thse 1)) 
reotypes mislead. Every field contril, 
utes to society: Al professionals h 

play vital roles. Arinaitwe P 
Deputy Headteacher at v 

ley Springs Secondar 
School, Kireka says 
“Students who 
choose subjetts 
aligned with 
their strengths 
often outper- 
form those 
chasingsta- e 
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