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AN EXPERT SAID TEACHERS' COMPETENCES RECEDE AS ONE MOVES FARTHER FROM THE CENTRAL REGION|

UNEB report shows regional
imbalance in ear

By Betty Amamukirorl

A survey repont released by the
Uganda National Examination Board
ll‘\l"l’llt}’l n‘1||‘ carly |:r;{|v- reading has
i ‘ et elating regional imbalances
A the: performances of early grade
IL‘-"‘”":H InEnglish and the Incal
anpuapes
h\! {'Yii\:'l\:lll{\'v,\' <lll(|}"\\'|||(|l was done
bl vlhmnyzlh I's annual National
0 AI"I’II"U“ of Progress in Education
Silly o 'I“"l!l:lnllnt‘. revealed  that
Knrﬁ|1|.l;|l-"du leamers from Lango,
s 4[_”'-:‘. Busoga, Bunyoro, Acholi
idv:mil\vm . |'.q“""" have prnhlvrm
thelr o £ letiers in both English and
M "}‘l‘uﬂw local languages
Iuh;L"llrc('l'lll'nlvnmrl.\ l{r}ln Kamwenge,
I‘“m-“h{] .\ﬂllk\\'illll|. Teso, Mubende,
districts £Yo, Bududa and Bulambuli
|d':mlr\-l'n's|mwd fairly  well in
dinlegs Llunwf In both their local
lmvl;\n‘n( the !:nr.lkh Language.
Slu‘cinu:flr'- pupils from West Nile,
highly n _\“Mnmthn district, scored
il ,“.m Identification in their
Pupilxi ‘(.\I-\r.r with 77.5% of P2
fmlmn;u.nn‘nhlc 1o idemtify at least
T e five letters showed to them
lhxmmd poorly (15.6%) in English,
nv:rflg“m'l is one of the worst
&nd (lm";g regions in both English
Fitr 'L lgc.}l dialect P2 with pupils
i LU\'L;)ga fn\:‘] i: Ic‘:'u-; identification
Ty 1.4% in the English
LI’UDIIK who speak  Lhukonzo,
Rﬁ'}:‘jﬂ;‘é\aha. Luganda, Runyankore-
En 'I‘L? and Ateso scored higher in
.'lzjlsl than in their local dialects,
While those from Karamoja had a
uniform score in both languages.
~The b}lxclin(‘ survey was conducted
in 11 districts where the performance
oF ‘pupils in  Primary Leaving
Examinations (PLE) was poor. It was
conducted in 405 government-aided
Phmary schools. A total of 15,695
Pupils in P1, P2 and P3 were sampled.
The languages are Ateso, Leb-Acoli,
Leb-Lango, ~ Lhukonzo, Luganda,
L‘Ugbar:}l. Lumasaaba,  Lusoga,
Ngakarimojong, Runyankore-Rukiga
and Runyoro-Rutoro. The survey was

UNEB's Dan Odongo says early
grade reading approach was
adopted to expose children to
the basic skills of reading

LR

carried out in October 2016.

While in Seeta, Mukono district
recently launching the report at Ridar
Hotel, Dan Odongo, UNEB's executive
secretary noted that the carly grade

reading approach was adopted to’

expose children to the basic skills of
reading, which is the foundation for
eventual reading comprehension.

“Improving learners’ reading skills is
a key element in the learning process
and in enhancing the quality of
learning taking place in our schools,”
he said.

Speaking to New Vision, Tony
Mukasa Lusambu, the Assistant
Commissioner for pre-primary and
primary education at the Ministry of
Education and Sports explained that
the results are an indication of the
quality of education a pupil receives
both at school and at home.

“The quality of education these
pupils receive is affected by a number
of factors such as the quality of
teachers and the reading materials
available for use by the pupils,” he
said.

Lusambu noted that pupils in the
region that perform well have a lot
of reading materials at their disposal
while those in the poorly performing
regions do not.

He said the quality of education is
also affected by the lack of feeding and
the literacy of the parents, explaining
that children with literate parents
tend to perform better in reading than
those with illiterate ones.

“There are a number of factors
causing these discrepancies that we
need 1o look at closely to be able to
address the issues,” he said.

George William Ssemivule, a lecturer
at Ndejje University,  attributed
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the disparity in performance to the
teachers’ competencies which he said
recede as the districts move farther
from the central region.

He said that the parents’ attitude is
also to be blamed because most of
them tend not to enroll their children
in nursery schools for an  early
introduction to the formal learning
process, and that sometimes most rural
districts do not have nursery schools.

ly gra

- <!

i

|

I Local language

de learning

George ‘Willlam Ssemivule, 4
lecturer at Nedejje University,
called on Government to
reform the nature of teachor
recrultment in primary
schools to include degres and
diplomas instead of O'laye)
leavers with certificates
In primary teaching.
“Government should he
courageous enough to start
offering diplomas and degrees
for primary teachers. At this
level, the teachers tend to be
competent and eloquent.
He s5aid the Government
should fast-track the early
childhood education policy
and put it into practice,
stating that learning involves
several important aspects
that have gone unnoticad.
He also urged the sociaty to
get involved and make sure
that children are enrolled for
early childhood education
5o that they are able to go
through the first stage of
learning .
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“The quality of
educationis affected
by the quality of
tea('hers_ Mukasa Lusambu
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“The farther the districts get from the
central region, the. longer distances
travelled by pupils to reach schools
and parents would rather keep their
children at home until they are strong
enough other than risking them walk
such long distances,” he said.

He noted thatitis still a big challenge
to get teachers in the Primary Teachers
Colleges who can teach and write
fluently in their local languages.
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