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Lurala fmmulatn by-law
to save wetlands
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wetlands have
heen daatroyed,
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cut down and
there js no activity
apart from the hot
sunahine”

JOHN WAFULA, OTUKE
ROC

“In the past, we
used to receive
ralnfall around
January before
wetlands were
degraded but now
wo are almost

in the middle

of February but
unfortunately

we are only
axperiencing heat
wave and dusty
winds,"

ALEXNYANGA,
RESIDENT
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“Incthe past, wes usedd 1o receive
raintall around January helore
wellands were degraded but now |
we are almost i the middle of
February but unfortunately we
are only experiencing heat wave
and dasty winds,” says Mr Alex
Nyianga, a resident of Te-Abala
village in Orum Sub-county.

570,000

IN THE LAST 20 YEARS,
UGANDA HAS LOST ABOUT
570,000 HECTARES OF
WETLANDS IN VARIOUS
PARTS OF THE COUNTRY.

As temperatures throughout
East Africa rise, precipitation is
expected to increase, along with
the frequency and intensity of
droughts, floods and heat waves.
Scientists predict that the rate of
climate change will he more rapid
than previously expected.

Whereas wetlands are a source
of livelihood to many Ugandans,
they are under a lot of pressure
from industrial development,
settlement, agriculture, sand and
clay mining.

According to the Uganda Wet-
lands Atlas, wetland destruction
costs Uganda nearly Shs2 billion
annually, and contamination of
water resources, which is partly

caused by reduced buffering ca-
pacity of wetlands near open
water bodies, costs the country
nearly Shs38 billion annually.



