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From Opposition dar-
ling to one of the most
polarising parliamentary
leaders in recent his-
tory, Ms Anita Among
leaves behind a legacy
marked by political
muscle, and deepening
divisions.

BY ARTHUR ARNOLD WADERO |
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ment.“It is unfortinate that the Han-
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Interesting 16 reacl. 1t is a pity when a
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snidl, stressing *there was a lot of suffo-
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Among was only a senior Jec- - 11th Parliament inta a eomchuit for con- Erias Lukowago.a lavya, ”."JII

turer at the Makerere University - ducting some of her persanal activities Intarim prosident of thy p,

Business School (Mubs) far from— “You find a Speaker having a mon- Front for Fraedom (PFF) p, "'
the muddy world of politice ey lending company. At [one point], b

It was not then surprising that her
first two altempts to Parliament In the
2005 and 2011 parfiamentary elections
on the Forum for Democratic Chanpe
(FDC) party ticket failed.

_But she never quit. This grit has con-
tinued to define a pood part of her life;
atrait that has seen her contest as an
Independent and join Parliament in
1;;5 as the Bukedea District Woman

the stopped all [other) maney lenders
[from accessing Parliament] because
she completely owns everything by
hersell;”Mr Kintu &aid while appearing
onthe NTV morming show.
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But when all is said, the Among-led
Parliament has passed several contro-
versial legislations,
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Even as an Independent, Ms Among  (Amendment) Bill, 2022; National Cof- “She demonstrated village e,
was larpely associated with the Oppo- - fee (Amendment) Bill, 2024; Uganda on all the wealth she had amas-... -
sition that eventually pot her appoint-  People’s Defence Forces (Amendment) has not been that smart like the .
ed as the vice chairperson of the pardia-  Bill,2025,among others. NRM actors. Many of them hay. |,
mentary Committee on Commissions, ~ In several instances, the Opposition able to hide but are stunningly rie: ™
Statutory Authorities and State Enter-  attempted to press against the said leg- Lukwago said. !

prises (Cosase),

islations bt made no headway Instead,
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Even as her committee inquiredinto - some, including the Mityana Munici- ers to draw lessons from the 1
the pitfalls at the Bank of Uganda.it was - pality MP Prancis Zaake, was punched tion that Ms Among has faced in 1},
Muspgmd that Ms Among was covert- by the Kilak North MP Anthony Akol '
Iy working with the ruling National Re-  during the processing of the National “While 'mnot confident of at 3,
sistance Movement (NRM) party. Coffee (Amendment) Bill. the regime is now serious aboy; -

Many weren'l, therefore, surprised =~ Mr Akol, formerly an FDC legislator, ing corruption and bad governar,,
when she picked the NRM party tick- - later crossed tothe NRM party. cause that's in their DNA),at Jo,., *
et to beat her way into the 11th Parfia- should be alesson to leaders wh,.,
ment. Killed opposition? use to do ridiculous things ang . *

This triumph was to propel Ms  The tenure of Ms Among is also char- throw them under the bus"he sz,
Among to greater heights. Hergodsend  acterised as one that stifled Opposi- The FDC party vice chairpers, .
mpmnuémvr?;m“:c‘?‘ ’['_hlfa‘;‘i”‘ clect- '-}':3-[:‘“"“&"]? NRM and t';:"-"!‘j'm" ’%“:-’ ! Robert Franco Centenary, hel. ‘
ed.l(-pupmo lament  zled dissenting views on the floor. ] : iming A )
and, in quigk succession, was elevated  stood only as an allegation until late | Ms Anita Amongduring a press conferonce at Parfiament. PHOTO/FILE same view, claiming Ms Am
1o House Speaker 1o replace Jacob Ou-  last month when shie used her address o ;
lanyah,whodied in March 2022. atabirthday dinner to proudly claim | Ms Among instructed that all five mi- ' topresent thecommittee report that de-

that the 11th Parliament had noOppo- ' nority reports authored by Opposition ' tailed the financial mess that his team

Passed most pressing laws7 sition. MPs be presented in 35 minutes,reason- had unearthed in the running of the

Tosum up her tenure,Ms Amongtold  “Inthe 11th Pardiament,I can proudly ' ing that the government side had used - Uganda Airlines. 3
Journalists last week that“the 11th Par- - saywe didn't have OppositioninParlia- | the same time to present the mainre- . Ms Among reasoned that portions of
liament has been a very good Parlia- ment,"shesaid last month and stressed  port. the report had already been leaked to
ment [because] we have donea lot.1t  that *In the 11th Parliament, opposi- - thepublic. e
is one of the most remarkable Parlia- - tion got swallowed.” Partial stewardship On May 5 this year, Mr Ssenyonyi, in
ments that we have had inthehistory ~ Days later, Mr Jonathan Odur, the = The then chairperson of Cosase, Mr | his capacity as the Leader of the Opposi-
of Parliaments” Shadow minister for Constitutional Af- = Joel Ssenyonyi,had a torrid time push- | tion (LoP)in Parliament, tasked Speaker

This was because Ms Among's had,to- - fairs, triedto press her over thesamere- | ing through his committee reports to ' Among to trash the majority report on
gether with her deputy Thomas Tayeb- - marks but she denied,attributing them | be heard on the floor. For instance,ina - the Protection of Sovereignty Bill, 2026,
wa remarkably pushed through atotal - to have been generated by Artificial In- | sitting convened in January 2023, Ms  because it has also been leaked more o
of 138 Bills, cleared 211 resolutions and  telligence (AI). | Among trashed Mr Ssenyonyi's attempt - than 24 hours prior to tabling in Parlia- | mmgenimﬁ;tmq egat e
debated 140 Ministerial Policy State- - But Mr Odur comered her on the as- - . ' ment. : came with her mﬁ::'e ass .
mentsin all the352 plenary sittingsthe  sertion: “The Constitution guarantees . | But Ms Among declined and only Parliament on Cosase have trizz.y
11th Padiament convened. that the Opposition is heard in this = LAWS PASSED UNDER  boasted that she hadokayed its release. - downfall. Her investigations on vy, ~

She is lauded for having okayed the House, They are not swallowed, wal- | HER TENURE | For this reason, the Kilak South MP Gil- ~ entities for abuse of office, graft ;™
passing of the austere Anti-Homosex- - loped andany bad thing thatthat Alin. | «wsewseseremsmmimsmmmmimms e bert Olanya, who up to the end of the  of public funds have now come ; 1, -
uality law that harshly punishes same tended to do to the Oppositionshould = 138 Bills passed 11th Parliament served as the Chairper- = her too. -
sex relations in Uganda. Much as this not stand.The Opposition is notinthis 21 resolutions made ' son of the Public Accounts Committee . Instead of strengthening overs.csy
later eamed her criticisms from West- = country todestroy anything” _ 140 Ministerial Policy ! (PAC) Local Government, has welcomed + Among had vowed to eliminate the .
em countries, including the United  Mr Odur reminded Ms Among that ~ Statements debated the current troubles and inquiry into  tire Opposition in the 12th Parlape.,
States of America, which imposed on - “when you are in that seat,you arenot = 352 sittings held . | thewealth and alleged maladministra- = as would-be Speaker. But as things
her tough sanctions, Ms Among was a member of the NRM. You are not a | tion and corruption in Parliament un- - stand, her withdrawal from the Speqy..
credited for having unified the House - (Second Female) National Vice Chair- ~ Laws That Defined Her Tenure  derthe leadership of Ms Among. - shiprace means she won't At leastngy,
throughthe conservative legislation.  person.limplore you to treat us,as the .+ Anti-Homosexuality Act Mr Olanya said: “I would like to say = theSpeakerof 12th Parfiament.

But this unity didn’t last as fissures _ Speaker of Parliament. Even whenyou - Computer Misuse (that] 1 am the happiest about what is -
of division in the walls of her House ' are outside [Parliament), let’s try to = (Amendment) Bill, 2022 going on because many staifand Mem- - Willhersuccessorleam? \
cracked open and caved in hard, crash- - keep our dignity” « National Coffea (Amendment) bers of Parliament were living under . Mr Olanya says the incoming Spey,
ing some legislators in the process, ButMs Among trashed thisadvicebe-  Bill, 2024 | fear” ¢ er of Parliament must bring sanity z;;

* cause the final sitting of the 11th Par- . - UPDF (Amendment) Bill, 2026 work towards restoring the tamisp; ||

Controversial tenure liament saw the Opposition struggleto ' - Protection of Sovereignty Bill, Was Among used? i 1mage of the House.

Mr Brandon Kintu, the former spokes- - get space on the floor when the House 2026 &k | _The interim president of the People’s . Mr Ssenyonyi, who is also the Nakz,
person of the NRM Parliamentary Cau- - passed the Protection of Sovereignty | ' Front for Freedom (PFF) party, Mr Erias : West MP, has asked his colleaguesiny,
cus, accused Ms Among of stifling con- - Bill,2026. Lukwago, says Ms Among was only used Nmolt.ofnnr.-usonfu.lﬁ.llingl.’hnairrmm.\i;re T
structive debate on the floor of Parlia- - The Opposition was dismayed when " by the ruling regime. as expected in Parliament.
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