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The elephants of QueenEl

UNIQUE: Queen Elizabeth National Park Is home
10 about 2,500 elephants, 5,000 hippos, 600 bird
species and more than, 10,000 buffaloes. This
makes it a unique tourist destination

BY MATTHIAS MUGISHA
edtonalug nationmedia com

0t of my old friends includ
Mh\g Charles Tumwesigye of

Uganda Wild Life Authonty
who was present in the adventure

know this story. K

Ithappened in Queen HizabethNa-
tional Park after we had broken some
rule in pursuit o!ngxlnd picture. We
nearly paid withour lives.

\\'e)\\l:rv doing a game drive when
we spotted a six tonner bull elephant
entering a small bush. [ was riding on
top of a pickup truch with two ;\nm\‘:
rangers. Charles (Tumwesigye] an
the drive were in the front cabin.

To get a good shot, we decided t0
drive in front of the bush, turn the
car around and wait for the giant to
emerge. It never happened. .

The bull wanted to move in a
straight line. We had blocked its way.

And it was determined to have its
way. It gave us three charge warning
calls. We ignored. It was a mistake.

The next thing we saw was an
enraged monster with spread ears
charging towards the car. The driver
tried to drive off but the vehicle was
not fast enough. First to abandon the
moving car was the driver, followed
by Charles [Tumwesigye].

600

THE NUMBER OF BIRD
SPECIES THAT ARE
BELIEVED TO BE INHABITED
IN QUEEN ELIZABETH
NATIONAL PARK.

‘To my horror, the rangers whom I
had put all my hopes also jumped off
the driverless moving pickup truck.
“You would rather drop me in front
of 100 lions than in front of an ele-
p)l;_anl." they swore as they jumped
off.

= I had nothing to do but abandon
“ship” as well. The furious elephant
reached the now stalled vehicle and
wasabout to overtumit but changed
its mind. Satissied thatit had scard
us out of our skins, it instead con-
tinued its journey in 2 straight line.
Later, we gatherad around the car
one by vne where I collected pleces
of my broken lens.

A visibly shaken Charles [Tum-
wesigye] asked if one of us had been
apoacher.

“If you kill an elephant other fam-
ily members will keep your scent
and even pass it over to other gen-
erations. If you meet a member of
that elephant family after many

years, it will know you and revenge.
Elephants have a super memory,” he
lectured us.
From that time, Irespect elephants.
They are intelligent creatures gifted
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by a super memory. If we go for num-
bers, Queen Elizabeth National Park
is home to about 2,500 elephants,
5,000 hippos and over 10,000 buffalo,
Other common herbivores include
warthogs, waterbucks, Uganda kobs
and topis, as well as the swamp lov-
ing but elusive sitatunga.

Queen Elizabeth in western
Uganda is the country’s flagship Na-
tional Park. Itis gifted with diverse
ecosystems. These include savanna,
forests and sparkling lakes.

Large animals

The park is home to a variety of
large animal species and was first
declared a game reserve in 1906, in
order to prevent unregulated hunt-
ing but was later gazetted as a Na-
tional Parkin 1952.

Animal species such chimpanzees
and more than 600 species of birds
compose a section of the large animal
varieties in the park.

Nowhere in the country can one
find a park dotted with numerous
craters than this park.

And then, there is the Kazinga
Channel whose banks are lined with

Imy t information:
Elephants spend about 16 hours
a day eating and can consume
up to 300 kilogramme of food
per day. They have six sets of
molar teeth and when the last
set is lost, they are unable to
eat. They will eventually die
because of this. They can live
up to 70 years.
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for it fears nobody antlis the
- ofall land mammals. Despite
hich can exceed six tonnes,
Mm'{ﬂr Tong distances.

cal ts have the largest brains
- EleP . hal kingdom and a super
h 1tis said that an elephant
erm’ ' Their brain can weigh
m ‘as 4.7 kilogrammes for an
adult: {t comes to communication,
can't beat elephants with bare
and ears. In lonx. distance
ication, they use infrasonic
ds, which are sounds emitted

the human hearing range.
elephant can communicate
another 20 kilometres away us-
;umW—‘ whose vibrations travel
,round. The vibrations in the
i are. transferred into the tips of

70

TR
THE
NMUMBER
OF YEARS
AN
ELEPHANT
CAN LIVE

Queen Elizabeth
National Park
’:: mors than
,000 hi
Remor P

National Park

phant’s toe bones and then up
% inta the middle ear where the
vibrations are read and translated
into mess n the brain.
Stong senee

Using their feet, olephants can de-
tect far off tsunamis and earthquakes
hours before they strike. Many ele-
phants survived the Asian tsunami
in 2004 hecause they had advance
waming due to their detection of
seismie vibrations.

And the peapla who followed the
elephants to higher ground also sur-
ived. Mext time you see an elephant
running, followr it. And their sense
of smell is also mind bogzling. El-
ephants detect wator sources up to
almost 20 kilometres avay.

An elephant’s trunk is a long nose
tm-.d for smelling, breathing, trum-
peting, drinking, and also for grabbing
things. The strength of an elephant’s
trunk is capable of lifting weights in
excess of 250 kilogrammes.

Elephants do not have sweat
glands and use their thin but huge
ears for cooling. One ear from a bull
i\rngan elephant weighs more than
50 kilogrammes

Elephants live in tight social units
led by an older matriarch (female).
Males leave the herd between the
ages of 12 and 15. Elephants give
bll’.ﬁh every three to four years. Ges-
tation period is almost two years. A
bgby elephant can weigh up to 125
kilogramme.

Elephapxs spend about 16 hours
aday eating and can consume up to
300 kilogrammes of food. They have
Six sets of molar teeth and when the
]::a::l %:t is losﬁ, they are unable to eat
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