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EDITORIAL

Govt ban of nursery
homework timely

i -prim
overnment on Wednesday dlrecte(iﬂ tggf aprrl 3 zestsary
schools should stop handing home e
to nursery school‘gomg.chlldren Tnct oo e

schools not to use entry interviews to sele

L i i duca-

I)nTTliasrﬁnequivocal directive was issued %ﬂf&imm

tion Sector Review that stated more Iessd D s

pre-primary, which is a play stage, s}}oul e e

level that helps children activate their senses

join primary section. b ks )

Jo]'?hpenf‘lrstrgve years of a child’s life, which arle tl::efg{ma

tive years, are absolutely critical fqr the devel opt thei} s

performance and success of the child throughog i

True, the child’s cognitive development can be ¢ e\tr}el.l ‘?ast

early and we must seize the ppportmuty totap in the

human potential that exists in these ghﬂdren. -
However, this early learning stageis alSO'Cha'IaCteanSﬂ A
by fancy, to allow a child play on thel‘r qnagmatpn t(;l %
their perceptions of what the world is like. Sq piling hom
work to a child in nursery school, some of wl}lch has been
established to be way above their age, is to simply destroy

i In nursery, the major component of

learning emphasises how to s'oc1ahse,

Thelssue: how to interact with other children

i and the world, and being introduced

Nursery children to new things. This does not require

Our view: achild to carry a bagful of wor]g tobe
i times

What does one done back home, which many tim

i behalf of

expect a thren/ fha;nctﬁjggﬁp eirgom
four- year-old to What does one expect a three/four-
doashomework?  year-old todoas homework? While it
While itis true the is true the child’s cognitive develop-
child's cognitlve ment can be developed early, it does
developmentcan  nothave to be with overloading tod-
be developed early; geys with assignments too heavy for
i eir age.
ged :?f;:;;?;ﬁg: g Govemxpent should also extend the
toddlers with bap to giving holiday work to nursery

children. Holiday is meant precisely
assignmentstoo oo, leisure time devoted to rest or
heavy for thelrage.  pleasure and being away from work.
We only need to stimulate the proper

; environment to achieve what we
yearn to achieve with doing homework.

The same logic applies to child enrolling for Pri
One. Interviews before 3 child joins Primary One would
make the world look artificial to the child, Besides, what
would the schoqls be since testing is premised
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