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Ways to pick effective pesticides

Are pests making your
farming days. a nightmare?
pDavid Mafabi explores
effective ways of choosing
the right pesticide

in pest management, but most
of them are toxic by nature.
pesticides can thus be dangerous
to crops, humans, animals and the
environment. This means that while

Peslicides are important tools

choosing a pesticide, it is important
toread and understand the guidelines
on the product label to minimise
chances of having a problem once you
use the pesticide.

Read keenly

Felix Kabasharira, an agronomist at
MTK Uganda which deals in animal
drugs and health products, says when
selecting pesticides; ensure that you
have learnt about the pest, decide
how much pest activity you can
tolerate and read about the required
safety equipment.

Kabasharira, says to reduce risk,
choose the product with low toxicity
by looking for the word “Caution” on
the product.

Farmers should also learn about
the pest, to ascertain whether it has
been identified properly or not by an
expert.

“Look at the pest on the label then

chooseaproduct thatis designed with
the pest in mind. Usually the pests
that the product targets will be listed
on the label,” says Kabasharira.

Is it a short or long term
problem?

Before choosing a pesticide; also
consider its effectiveness and value,
quality and find out which active
ingredients are in the pesticide and
the effects it has on the plant.

According to Kabasharira,
choosing a pesticide should be
dgterrnined based on circumstances.
Ifitis an emergency, a shorter-lived,
fast acting and more acute toxic
material (such as organophosphate

INMPORTANT.TO NOTE

Kabasharirajan agronomist at
MTK Uganda which deals in
animal drugs and health products,

says to redlice risk. choose the
product with low toxicity by
looking for the word “Caution” on
the product.

for cockroaches) may be necessary.
But a longer lasting, slow acting and
less toxic material (such as boric
acid) may be better for chronic pest
problems.

“It is also important to consider
storage of the product; the type
of crop, a high value crop requires
a good product and the spraying
regime, there are pesticides that take

aregime of sixmonths and those that
take a week,” he added.

Dr William Wogoire, the director of
National Coffee Research Institute in
Kituza, Mukono District, says farmers
also need to decide how much pest
activity they can tolerate because it
may not be possible to completely
eliminate the pest, but you may
be able to keep the population to a
bearable level.

Terrain matters

He adds that the treatment area
should also be considered because
there are areas that are sensitive.
Does the area slope towards a
vulnerable area such as a stream,
garden, well, or playground? Are
valuable plants nearby that could be
affected by drift?

Dr Wogoire says species specificity
is also important as it is especially
important to look for before using
toxic chemicals since certain
pesticides only affect the target
animals or plants and try to avoid
getting broad spectrum pesticides
that have potential to kill or harm
many beneficial species along with
the pest. Similar situations as that of
your school may help in estimating
the kind of effect it will have.

He added that one should consider
endurance of the animal or plant’s
endurance to the effects of a
pesticide and watch for success in
pest control.

Cost matters

When deciding what chemicals to
use and that determining cost often
is done by measuring Shillings per
volume- Dr Wogoire says, some new
materials that are effective in lower
doses may be more expensive than
older pesticides that need larger
amounts to do the job.

“A small container of more
concentrated material may seem
more expensive, but may be as
effective as three times that much
in another kind of pesticide,” said Dr

Wogoire.

Is it legal?

He said it is important to find out
whether the product [pesticide]
is registered and know the laws
regarding its use before buying it.

“Look at the pesticide label
again, follow its directions for use,
registrations, storage, and disposal
to the letter go through the words
that signal toxicity levels such as:

* DANGER-a taste to a teaspoon
taken by mouth could kill an average-

TV ty lc-v’ poetioidag

ral

rae] 73t Soprridatnd s
Ugands Supplies of (mpottad peaticidas
armn ety (tom Indls Chins T
laranl  Furape ar kraneh afticas of
Intermnational rarmpaning in ¥onya

AL MTE -l,-, have Sunqgieids (15
fungal diseases] Jolae M7 Podazin
Suparim Mitee

that (hay alen have |

weeds sush as Norym

wha dis!
mastly in

(ntorine

A8 g el -
Kampala but stso
Con

inat [Magm

nege 5% fal

Recrmmenda
Or Okaasal Opalot, directoe of crop
1esoure=s at ministry of A

psticides types. St Yar 247 ¥
Rockett A4EC are being used *o fight
Army worm which has spread across the
country. Or Okaasal revealed soma of the
recommended pesteides; Acaohats {ACE
7505F), Thiamathoram 250g/4q A
25 WG] Pirimighas-mathyl [Actallic
2% dust], fipronil 12.5% ULY [Adonis
125 UL], Profenfos 30%+ Lambda-
Cyhalathrinl 5%  [Agro-Lambacin
Supar 315 EC], Dimethonts 40% EC
{Agro-Thoata 40% EC] Cyparmethrin
[Cymbush25%EC) ard Diazinon

sized adult,

« WARMNING-a teaspoonful to
an ounce taken by mouth could kiil
an average-sized adult and

+ QATTION-an ounce to over
a pint taken by mouth could kIl an
average-sized adult.

*‘DIRBOTIONS-“Lastly,
consider disposal, please do not
put pesticides in toilets, sinks,
other drains or gutters. Follow the
manufacturer’s directions for proper
disposal,” says Dr Wogoire.
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The unpredictable weather changes today has
affected farmers world over. We are proud to avail you modern
SPRNKLER AND DRIP Irrigation systems, which will enhance and
boost your farm's productivity, save your investment
resources, thus giving you a guaranteed peace of mind.

Call us now on 0752 914 062 for a FREE* Rainbird Irrigation
Design Plan for your Farm/Garden/Lawn
* Terms and Conditions apply

Visit us today at: e
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