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jpite at Bumnsugu Prlmmy School In Masugu Parish, Bulugnnya Sub-county. Education in the area hnq bann nogativaly affacted as many familles liva in fear.,
r“"“‘ 'DERICK WENANI

pulambuli landslide victims
decry delaved resettiement

Residents have called for speedy
compensation, resettlement, and
repair of roads, bridges, schools,
and health facilities damaged by

Jandslides.

|andslides
destroyed the
pridges, all our
farm produce
|acks a proper
market because
there is no way
of transpor-
ting it. Things
that were
transported
for Shs5,000
arenowat -
Shs15,000 to
Shs20,000 to
reach Mbale

City,~

go,aresident of -
Mabiya Village,
Nataba Parish
inBuluganya
Sub-county

BYDERICK WENANI

n November 27,2024, sever-

al sub-counties of Bulambuli
District,especially in theup- |
per belt, suffered devastat-
ing landslides, which hit the area, |
leading to the death of hundreds '

and the destruction of properties.

. Daily Monitor visited some of
the areas severelyimpacted by the
disaster to evaluate the current

living conditions of the residents,
nearly one and a half years later.

In Masugu Parish, Bulugan-
ya Sub-county, houses were de-

stroyed and buried in seven vil-

lages. «
A few bodies were recovered for
. decent burial while most of the de-
- ceased remain in the rubble. The
¢ locals in this area continue to live
. infear and are yet to recover from
. the devastation caused by the
landslides.

Some remain due to the govern- -

. ment’s delayed compensation.
. Others have transformed portions
. oftheland into coffee and banan-
. as gardens. However, the signifi-
- cant part of the land remains flat
- and unused, scattered with stones,
with only a few houses still stand-
ng.
Bumasugu Primary School in Bu-

" luganya Sub-county,is one of the
MrJames Son-

few structures that survived near
the heavily affected areas.

Mr Livingstone Gidongo, a teach-
er at the school, emphasised the

. significant impact of the land-
. slides on educationin the area.

He mentioned that landslides-

" claimed the lives of five people

DISPLACED

Some of the families that
were stayingin disas-
ter-prone areasin the Bu-
gisu Sub-region were taken
totheinternally displaced
people’s resettlement
camp at Bunambutyein
the lower area of Bulambu-
li District, where thoy still
await governmentaction to
resettle them.

This publicationlearnt
that at the camp, the fami-
lies still stay intents. For
twoyears now, husbands
have been separated from
theirwives and the area
experiences floodsin the
rainy season and semi-arid
conditions in the dry sea-
son.

Lastyearin December,

the Ministry of Finance re-
leased Shs50b to the Of-
fice of the Prime Minister
(OPM), out of which Shs10b
meant for buying land and
Shs40b for compensating
the survivors, with each
getting Shs10m to build a
house.

on November 27, 2024, burying

ings. The tragedy also led to a de-
crease in pupil enrolment from
over 1,000 to less than 100 learners
currently.

Disrupted education

“Survivors with children were re-
located to the camp and other saf-

tion reduced from 12 to eight,"he
said.

to dismissing learners as soon as
it threatens to rain so they can be

(witl tHeir families for safety dur *

the teachers’quarters and belong-

er areas and the teacher popula-

The school also adopted a policy

ing downpours.

“Both learners and teachers are
living in fear,”Gidongo said.

This reporter saw a crack just be-
low the school compound and
teachers said they cannot tell

' when it will widen and cause a
landslide.

Mr Phillip Mafabi,another teach-
er at the school, added that the
landslides affected the schoofl's ac-

ademic performance and partici- _

pation in co-curricular activities.
“Learners have been trauma-
tised by the landslides. Some of us
have tried asking for transfers but
| our requests have not been grant-
ed,”hesaid.
' Mr Mafabi revealed that their
school playground:; were filled
. withmud and big stcnes.
. “We tried to ask for help from
¢ the district to level it to no avail,”
hesaid.
The state of roads in some
. sub-counties like Simu and Bulug-
anyais also worrying.

Poortransport

Buluganya Sub-county, expressed
frustration over the lack of action
to repair the bridges and roads af-
fected by the landslides.

He said most of the bridges link-
ing the upper sub-counties were
swept away and since then, many
have not been reco

For instance, the Marama Bridge
on River Simu was swept away by
the floods in November 2024.

However, it has not heen re-
paired and lgcals have devised a
makeshift wooden bridge, which
can only be used by motorcycles
riders and pedestr ans.

The other bridges along the Buy-

. aga-Buluganya Road, which is the
© shortest link from Simu, Bumaso-
bo, Buluganya, Sooti,and Nabiwu-

tulu sub-counties to the tarmac
“ who sought anonymity, told our
U5 % reporter that the schbol also has

i road at Buyaga Town Council re-
“miinimpassablé.

Mr James Songo, a resident of
Mabiya Village, Nataba Parish in )
. rience during this year’s rainy sea- ‘

“Even most of our roads were
blocked by big stones and mud
but all have not been removed.
We have taken it upon our selves
to open some portion using hoes
where we can pass with motorcy-
cles and bicycles,”Songo said.

Hedecried the longer alternative
routes, saying it has led to trans-
port cost hikes.

He highlighted the economic
challenges faced by farmers due to
the inaccessibility of markets and
increased transport cost.

“Since then, all our farm produce
lacks a proper market because
there is no way of transporting it.
Things that were transported for
Shs3,000 are now at Shs15,000 to
Shs20,000 to reach Mbale City,”Mr
Songo,said.

Mr Michael Magona,a boda boda
rider and resident of Elgon con-
stituency, urged the authorities to
repair the roads and bridges.

He added: “They have not yet
compensated the people to leave
the risky areas and have also failed
to repair the infrastructure to sup-
port life,” Magona said, expressing
worry about what they may expe-

son.

In Simu Sub-county, Bugibologo- -

to Health Centre I, which was

newly constructed, was destroyed

and the health workers’ quarters
were completely buried in the
d.

groun
The health centre has been re-

located to a building at Simu |

Sub-county headquarters where

. residents decried congestionand
. poor service due to the limited

space.
The destroyed health centre is
next to Bugibologoto Primary

- School, formerly known as Gowa
Primary School. Deep cracks are
seen in several classrooms where

lessons are still being conducted.
One of the teachers of the school,

le=s than 100 learners. He attribnt-
oo the small population of 1earmers

to the disasters that have necurred |

inthearea

“Some parents decided to take
their children to schools they feel
are zafer than here. Others changed
their places of residence follorwing
the landslides that destroyed the
tiealth facility The school survived
narrererky” he said.

Mr Richart Makoko, a resident of
‘hlnrr/m['! Yillage, Kidega Parish,
Sirmt Sub-coninty in Pulambmli Dis-
trict, accused local leaders of not
treating their complaints with ur-
gency,

Makokn,who lives in a house with
cracks on all sides including on
the verandah, said they have been
promised relocation for nearky two
‘fears withmut action,

“Our local leaders headed by the

LC5 don't care about us. We have ’
spent ahout twn years in this situ-
ation, meving, eating and sleeping
poorty”he said,

Some of the families that were
staying in disaster-prone areas in
the Bugisu sub-region were taken
to the internally displaced people’s
resettlement camp at Bunambrutye
in the lowrer area of Bulambuli Dis-
trict, where they still awrait gevern-
ment action to resettle thern.

This publication has learnt that
at the camp, the families still stay

in tents. For two years now, hus- *

bands have been separated from
their wives and the area experienc:
es floods in the rainy seasdn and
semi-arid conditions ff the dry sea-
son.

istry of Finance released Shs50b
to the Office of the Prime Minis-
ter (OPM) out of which Shs10b is
meant for buying land and Shs40b
for compensating the survivors,
with each getting Shs10m to build
ahouse.

Mr Twala Aramathan, the Bulam-

Last year in December, the Min- - 7

buli District senior assistant chigf o
administrative officer and the dis-

trict disaster focal person, said the
camp currently holds 1,228 house-
holds, with the majority from Bu-
lambuli District.

“There are 55 households from
Bududa, 18 from Manafwa and the
rest of them are from Bulambu-
li. The OPM has finally planned to
have some of the families resettled,”
hesaid.

He said the government has ac-
quired 1,300 acres of land in Kiriki
Sub—cmmty in Kween District.

“It is not enough for all of them
but we are still identifying more
land,;” said Twala, adding that the
process of clearing and surveying
the land is underway.

He added: “Each household is to
be given 10 metres by two acres of
land. They: are currently clearing
the bush and the surveyors are to
start doing the demarcations to
permanently resettle the victims.
With rains threatening to return,
we are requesting those who are
still in disaster-prone areas to va-
cate,"he said.

The government has been re-
settling households at high risk of
landslides in the Elgon Sub-region
in Bunambutye Sub-county, Bu-
lambuli District where it acquired
about 2,800 acres of land in 2013.

Close to 300 families, of more
than 5,000 people were resettled in
the first phases and allocated con-
structed houses plus two acres of
land to each household, but leaders
say the resettlement is too slow. ~
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