The digital village meeting: A tour

Social media in Uganda is no longer technology. It
is geography. Every app feels like its own district
with separate laws. The same Ugandan transforms
completely depending on where you find them.
On LinkedIn, they are *honoured and humbled” to
attend webinars. On X, they are political analysts
with anger issues. On Instagram, they are holding
wine glasses they did not buy. On WhatsApp, they
_are borrowing transport money with urgency that
sounds medically certified. A single Ugandan can
switch personalities faster than a politician during
campaign season. And somehow, all these people
are living inside one phone with no storage space
left.
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Facebook in Ugandais
notan app,itisan LC1
meeting with internet
bundles. A digital
village trading centre
where politics,gossip,
prayer requests,
business,heartbreak,
and fake news all rent
the same room.
Somebody posts
amissing dog

and suddenly the
comments are
discussing land
grabbing, witchcraft,
fuel prices,and why
children no longer
greet elders.And

no platform

respects
unnecessary
long
captions like
Facebook.

A

followers and a partnership selling waist

and honestly, that is why the app works.
One video teaches the next is

al media districts =

Forget roads. Forget electricity.
WhatsApp is Uganda's real infrastruc-
ture. The time WhatsApp stopped work-
ing, half the country entered national
mourning. Businesses collapsed and re-
lationships failed. WhatsApp is where
actual Ugandan life happens. Fami-
Iy groups. Church groups. Burial contri
bution groups. SACCO groups. Wedding

that operate like temporary
governments. And groups that died in
2021 but nobody exits because leaving
feels lik TS.

aman barking at goats.

Ugandan TikTok Lives are another lev-
el of madness TikTok Live feels like a dig-
ital trading centre mixed with a church
crusade and a boxing match. People are
insulting each other passionately while
strangers send galaxies, lions, and uni-
wverses worth actual school fees. Before,
celebrities needed TV stations. Now all
you need is confidence, a ing light, and
the to yourself

ancestol -
You wake up with 347 unread messag-
s Most are *Amen ~Noted," and 37 pray-
ing hand emojis. Then one uncle sends

share and save lives.” Suddenly garlic
cures heartbreak, ulcers, and fuel prices

. Voice notes on WhatsApp working Like

sends a sev-

TikTok also turned Uganda in-
to a nation of relationship counsel-
lors. A 22-year-old surviving exclusive-
ly on vibes and borrowed WiPi is advis-
ing married couples: “Know your worth
queen.” Everybody on TikTok suddenly

Quito net But somewhere inside all the
chaos, TikTok did something beauti-
ful It gave ordinary Ugandans visibility.
Markets, ghettos, salons, pork joints, and
boda stages suddenly found audiences.

audio while walking through
wind, taxis, chickens, and construction
noise. WhatsApp fights are also legend-
ary, especially in family groups. One fu-
neral contribution debate exposes gen-
erational trauma immediately. Some
people only appear during eating, si-
lence Then somebody exits dramatical-
Iy Meanwhile statuses became Uganda's
emotional broadcasting station. Pe;lﬂ‘e e

post heartbreak
nlopmumfood.m.an}dmdurd

messages.
Snapchat: The campuser
still livingin 2018
Snapchat feels like somebody who
during university fresher’s week
d_Snap-

with background music and unneces-
sary confidence.

Linkedin: The corporate
pastor of social media
LinkedIn is where Ugandans go to
invisible

and never
chat users still behave like it is 2018.Dog

wear| pietyp
they are addressing shareholders dur-
ing a national emergency Nobody sim-

bro, you are an intern at with

one office printer and unstable WiFL.
users are passionate about in-

novation,

sustainable ecosystemns, and impact. Im-

pact on what exactly? Everybody there

‘World Bank during tea breaks.

LinkedIn users also love fake humuli-
ty.“1 am deeply grateful to announce.. ”
followed by a professional photoshoot
where they look like candidates for UN
Secretary General. Graduation photos
become presidential portraits; crossed
arms,serious face, suit tighter than Ugan-
da’s economy. As if Makerere handed
you control of inflation personally and
unemployment there is treated like a
spiritual growth journey“After months
of reflection, ] am open to new opportu-
nities™ Translation: My contract expired
peacefully. LinkedIn networking is also

“Dear esteemed A

whenit reports, what will you do? Ugan-
dans can expose an entire relationship
faster i lon.Snap-
chat is where people go to act mysterious,
emotional, toxic, and unavailable while
using flower crown filters. It is less of a so-
«cial media app and more of a digital hos-
tel carridor with WiFL

Telegram: The suspicious guy
ing shades indoors

wearing

Telegram is an underground opera-
tion. It feels like a man in shades whis-
pering: 1 know someone. Everybody
there is either planning wealth or plan-

ground.
groups are full of crypto prophets, forex
pastors, betting experts,and leaked mov- -
ies. Telegram forex groups, especially op-
:’::eﬂtd.i;i!zlwit:hﬂ:ﬁ.m&n
z g

Thope this youwell.. The
message never finds you well It finds
jobless and emotionally available. Every-
body suddenly becomes a thought lead-
er after attending one webinar with free
certificates.

Somebody in Kasokoso with a bor-
- tag Sncial
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