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Leaders rent
out health
centre, spark
protests

BY ZADOCK Am ANYISA

editorial@uq natinnre fia com

BUSHENY/, Bushenyi Municipality
residents

are protesting a move by
their leaders to close Kashenyi Health
Gentre 1T and hire it out to a Chinese
road construction firm C10,
The firm that s 1
12km Kashenyi Mitoor
to use
three

armacking the
maroad intends
the centre as a camp site for
vears. The move has attracted
protests from the residents of Kash-
enyi ward in Ishaka Division in Bush-
enyi-Ishaka Municipality,

The Shsaom health centre was
constructed under a collaboration of
Bushenyi-1shaka Municipality and Ge-
mertBake] municipality of the Nether-
lands, which contributed Shsaom.

The residents say the centre has
been undervalued by the mayor Jack-
son Kamugasha, town clerk Katunda
Mukuru and Ishaka Division chairper-
son Deus Mukyenga, The price of the
rent-out deal has not been disclosed,

They say the health centre has been
shifted to a renteq room which is too
small for medical operations.

Mr Alex Tusiime, a resident said:
“The leaders just went to the nearest
trading centre ang rented asmall room
notaccessible to g residents formerly
served by the health centre.”

Mukyenga insisted the due process
was followed to conclude the leage,

“A procurement committee at the
municipality sat and discussed the is-
Sue and there shoulgpt be any cause
for alarm,” Mukyenga saiq.

However Kashenyi village chair-
person, Mr Alex Tayebwa, said he was

lower council lead-
ers and residents,

“We simply.saw Some people cut

treesandupop Nquiring, we were to|q
the place is £0ing to be hired outas a
camp to house (CICO) machines. Thig
Is unfair,” My Tayebwa said,

He said the Municipa] authorities-
undervalued their Janq for Shs500,000
whereas a neighbour’s hoyge in the
vicinity wags rented by the same com-
bany at Shs74m for the three years,
compared to Shs18m given to the my-

nicipality for the same duration of the
lease,

Mr Katunda Mukuru, the acting
town clerk, insisted the health centre
was shifted to a nearby trading centye
and will be there for only one month,

He said a temporary structure will pe
constructed _by CICO below the camp

gations into the deal are ongoing,

Mr Danie] Lumansj, the CICO com-
Pany technical offie

q
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